The Book of Daniel

Notes by James R. Gordon


Introductory Material

Authorship


No book of the Old Testament has a greater debate regarding its authorship.  The Jews themselves accepted the book of Daniel but the book of Daniel was not included in the section of their canon called “the prophets.”  The book stands in the section of the Jewish canon called the “Hagiographia” – the “Holy Writings.”  This probably indicates that the book came to the Jewish canon late.


The authorship of Daniel was questioned as early as the third century A.D.  Usually, modern skeptics attribute the writing of Daniel to the late 2nd century B.C. – during the Maccabean period.  In this way they can take the force out of his prophecies of the rise and fall of nations.  They would not be prophecies, but already accomplished acts, couched in apocalyptic language.  Arguments in favor of Daniel being the author are:

1. The visions of the second half of the book are in the first person- “I, Daniel”

2. Daniel himself is told to “write the visions in a book” (Dan. 12:4)

3. Jesus himself attributes certain statements to “Daniel, the prophet” (Matt. 24:15), although authorship of the book is not attributed to him.

The man, Daniel, was a young man when taken to Babylon in the very first deportation (the 3rd year of Jehoiakim – 606 B.C.).  He was a member of the Jewish aristocracy- the ruling class (Dan. 1:3,4).  His ministry was to the royal court of Babylon.  For long periods of time Daniel seems to have been almost forgotten by the king.  At one point the king has to be reminded that “there is a Jew, Daniel, he may interpret the writing (Daniel 5:12,13).  The date of the final vision of Daniel is given as the 3rd year of Cyrus (Dan. 10:1).  This would be 539 B.C.

To Whom Written

The book is written to the post-exilic Jewish nation.  Its purpose is to explain, in apocalyptic terms, God’s working in the nations of the world to bring about the establishment of His kingdom on earth.

Literary Form

The book of Daniel is almost totally prose. However the most distinguishing characteristic of Daniel is its extensive use of apocalyptic language.  This form of writing may be defined as symbolic, visionary, prophetic writings that are mainly eschatologic in nature (dealing with “last things”).  The difference between prophetic allegory, or metaphor and apocalyptic literature is best seen in Ezekiel.  In an allegory or metaphor, something real (an unfaithful wife) is compared to something else that is real (Jerusalem – Eze. 16).  In apocalyptic literature something surreal (the living creatures) is compared to something real (the judgment of God – Ezekiel 1)
Language of Daniel


The book of Daniel is an oddity in that different sections of the book are written in different languages.  The languages are Hebrew and Chaldean (Aramaic).  The following is a division according to language:



Hebrew: 1:1- 2:4a; 8:1- 12:13



Aramaic: 2:4b- 7:28


The text also includes Greek and Persian words.  This hodge-podge of languages is pointed to, by some, as proof that Daniel was a book of late origin.  However, the archeological digs in Egypt and at Ras Shamira in the past 100 years have quieted much of this criticism since they show the extensive use of Aramaic outside Babylon.

Teachings of the Book
1. Jehovah God is sovereign over the nations of the world.
2. He is executing a plan to bring about the establishment of his own kingdom on the earth.
Outline

I. Historical Prologue

A. The Time (1:1,2)

B. The Characters (1:3-7)

C. The Test (1:8-16)

D. The Result (1:17-21)

II. The Destinies of the Nations of the World (2:1- 7:28)

A. Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream and its Interpretation (2:1-49)

B. The Statue of Gold that must be Worshipped (3:1-30)

C. The Tree is Fallen (4:1-37)

D. The Writing is on the Wall (5:1-30)

E. The Plot to Destroy Daniel (6:1-28)

F. Daniel’s Vision of Four Beasts (7:1-28)

III. The Destiny of Isreal (8:1- 12:13)

A. The Ram and the He-Goat (8:1-27)

B. The Vision of the 70 Sevens (9:1-27)

C. The Future of Israel (10:1- 12:13)

Notes on Text

Chapter 1
1:1 – The third year of Jehoiakim.  Jehoiakim took the throne in 608 B.C.  The Babylonians did not call the first year of a king’s reign the “first year.”  They called it the “ascension year.”  The Jews however called it his “first year.”  Here, Daniel is using the Babylonian system of reckoning.  Therefore, they record that the siege began in the “fourth year” or Jehoiakim’s rule.
1:2 – This verse shows right at the beginning of the book that the writer believes that Jehovah God is in control of the nations of the world.  “The Lord delivered Jehoiakim into his hand.”

1:3 – Daniel and the other boys were from the Jewish aristocracy.

1:4 – Daniel is a youth – probably in his teens.  They were “taught” the language of the Chaldeans.  It wasn’t revealed to them miraculously.

1:5 – The problem here is that the food from the king’s table would include meats that the Jews considered “unclean.”  This would defile the Jews involved in this training.

1:6 – Isaiah 39:7 prophesied that this would occur.

1:8 – defile – the Jews had food regulations given to them by God – Lev. 11

1:9 – Here again God is at work to bring about his purposes.  He causes Daniel to find favor in the eyes of the captain of the eunuchs.

1:11-16 – The ten day test.

1:12 – Here Daniel asks for a 10 day trial period.  It is a period of testing.  The book of Revelation uses this same idea in Revelation 2:10.  There it simply means a period of testing.  It is doubtful that it should be taken literally.

1:17 – God gave them knowledge.  As you look at Daniel’s interpretation of dreams and visions.  Notice that God is always the one that tells Daniel what they mean.

1:21 – This doesn’t mean that Daniel died in the first year of Cyrus (Daniel 10:1 says he was still alive in the 3rd year of Cyrus).  It merely means that Daniel was alive still in this extremely important year in Jewish history:  The year the decree went forth that the Jews could return to the land of promise.

Chapter 2

2:1-13 – The dream of Nebuchadnezzar


2:1 – The second year of Nebuchadnezzar = 604 B.C.

2:2 – Notice that all of these things are practices in which the Jews are not allowed to become involved.  (cf. Deut. 18:9-14).  A “Chaldean” in this technical sense of the word is probably an astrologer.

2:4b – The text of Daniel shifts from Hebrew to Aramaic at this point.

2:5 – This must have been some bad dream.  Nebuchadnezzar is ready to kill these guys at the drop of a hat.

2:10 – These men spoke the truth: No man could tell the king what he wanted to know, only God could.
2:12 – Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were part of the wise-men that would be killed.
2:13 – The decree for the execution of the wise men would include Daniel and his companions since they were considered “wise men.”

2:15 – The decree was so urgent because of the level of anger in Nebuchadnezzar.  He was really mad.

2:16 – Daniel asks for a time to tell the king his dream and its interpretation even though he doesn’t know it at the time.
2:17-24 – Daniel seeks the wisdom of God.
2:18 – Daniel was seeking his life, and that of his companions.

2:19 – Daniel now knows that there are going to be 4 empires and that during the 4th empire God will establish His own empire.  His prayer flows from this knowledge.

2:20-23 – Daniel’s prayer.

2:21 – Daniel acknowledges the sovereignty of God in the affairs of men.

2:25-30 – Daniel comes before Nebuchadnezzar.

2:25 – Notice that Daniel is called a “child.”  He is probably still a teenager at this time.

2:28 – Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that only God can reveal what Nebuchadnezzar dreamt.  He also states that God gave Nebuchadnezzar the dream.

Question: Why did God give this dream to Nebuchadnezzar instead of Daniel?

2:30 – Daniel is a good court politician.  He says that God just revealed it to him so that he could tell the king.  That the king is the important one.

2:31-35 – Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.

2:33 – Notice, there aren’t any “toes” here.  The dispensational pre-millenialist puts toes in here, but there aren’t any.  Notice also that the rock hits the image in the feet, not in the toes, the feet.

2:36-45 – The interpretation of the dream.

2:37 – God gave Nebudchadnezzar his kingship.

2:38 – Nebuchadnezzar is the head of gold.

2:39 – The different sections represent “kingdoms.”  Therefore, we start with Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom – the Babylonian.  After Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom would come a second one and then a third.  These 2 would be inferior to Nebuchadnezzar’s.
2:40 – The fourth kingdom shall be a kingdom of iron.  It shall crush and subdue all things.  It will be the most powerful of the four.

2:41-43 – The iron and clay mixed legs.

2:42 – The fourth kingdom shall have a weakness.  It will be this weakness that will be its destruction.  
The Four Kingdoms of Daniel 2

	1. Head of Gold
	Babylon
	626-536 B.C.

	2. Breast, Arms of Silver
	Medo-Persia
	536-330 B.C.

	3. Belly, Thighs of Brass
	Grecian
	330-323 B.C.

	4. Legs, Feet of Iron & Clay
	Roman
	27 B.C.-476 A.D.


2:43 – “Seed of Men” – The Romans encouraged their soldiers to marry the woman of the outposts in which they resided.  They figured this would make the people of that area less apt to rebel against Rome.  What Rome did not anticipate is that it also made their soldiers less apt to desire to leave the area to serve the empire.

2:44 – In the days of the Roman kingdom God shall set up his own kingdom.  His kingdom shall stand forever.  The Mormons teach that the kingdom of God (the church) was removed from earth and “refounded” by Joseph Smith.  God says here his kingdom, once established, shall stand forever.  Sorry Joseph Smith, you are wrong again!!

2:46-49 – Nebuchadnezzar’s reaction to Daniel’s interpretation.

2:46 – Remember Nebuchadnezzar had been told that only a god could interpret his dream.  So Daniel must be a god, he thinks.

2:47 – Notice that Nebuchadnezzar says that Daniel’s God is “God of gods.”  He is still a total idolater.  He is only admitting that Daniel’s God is more powerful than the rest.

2:48 – Daniel received a promotion out of the deal.

2:49 – Daniel’s being “in the gate” indicates that he was in the place of judgment.

Chapter 3

3:1-30 – Nebuchadnezzar’s golden statue.


3:1-7 – The statue and the decree that it be worshipped.

3:1 – Now where do you think that Nebuchadnezzar got the idea for this statue? (Hint: Read Chapter 2 again, if necessary)

3:8-12 – The charge against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego.

3:8 – The king is commanding obligatory idolatry.  No Jew could be involved in this.  It was idolatry that had forced God to bring them into idolatry to begin with.

3:12 – There are only “certain” Jews that would not do as the king asked.  Most of the Jews at this time probably wouldn’t mind.  They had only come from Jerusalem, a city filled with idolatry, a few years before.

3:13-18 – The boys explain their refusal to worship the statue.

3:13 – Nebuchadnezzar considered this a direct attack on his position.  Like most rulers of that time he viewed himself as a “god in the flesh.”
3:14,15 – Nebuchadnezzar’s attitude is “Hey, I realize that you guys made a mistake.  You probably misunderstood my instructions.  I tell you what: I’ll give you another chance.”

3:16-18 – This is one of the greatest statements of faith in the whole of the Bible.  “If God wants us to die, we’ll die.  If God wants us to live, we’ll live.  But either way, we are not going to worship your statue.”

3:19-23 – The boys are thrown in the fiery furnace.

3:20 – The strongest of the mighty men tying the ropes would assure that the boys did not escape.

3:22 – This is to indicate the extreme heat of the fire.  Just being around the open door was enough to kill you.

3:24-27 – The boys are protected by God in the furnace.

3:25 – The fire had burnt through their rope but was not affecting them.

3:27 – See Hebrews 11:34 – “Quenched the power of fire”

3:28-30 – Nebuchadnezzar’s new decree.

3:28 – Again, Nebuchadnezzar gives glory to Jehovah God.  According to him there is “no other god like this God.”  However, he still believes in a multitude of gods.  Jehovah just happens to be the most powerful.

Chapter 4
4:1-3 – This letter probably is not actually by Nebuchadnezzar.  It is probably written by a Jew (quite possibly Daniel) and signed by Nebuchadnezzar as being an accurate account of what occurred.

4:4-18 – Nebuchadnezzar recounts his dream.

4:8 – Notice that Nebuchadnezzar still considers Bel “his god.”

4:9 – Again “the spirit of the holy gods” is in you.

4:13 – Holy Ones – Angels – Deuteronomy 33:1-3

4:17 – This is the key teaching of the book of Daniel.  “God rules in the kingdom of men and gives it to whomsoever he will.” Since we are “alive” this is something that we must also learn and realize.  Paul states that the things that were written were written for our learning (Rom 15:4)
4:19-27 – Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the banded tree.

4:19 – Daniel is stricken dumb because he is afraid to interpret the dream.  He knows what it means and its implications.  He also knows how angry Nebuchadnezzar can get.

4:22 – The tree represents Nebuchadnezzar.

4:23 – till seven seasons – How long is this?  Verse 25 says until Nebuchadnezzar realizes that God rules, not him.  7 is the number of completeness.  He would be in the fields until he completely understood who rules – God!

4:25 – Nebuchadnezzar is to live with the cows until he learns that God rules the world, not him.

4:27 – Daniel suggests to the king that he repent from his evil.  If Daniel’s suggested area of repentance indicates the area of Nebuchadnezzar’s sin, he was being unmerciful.  He probably had the view that all wealth was his so he could take any amount, from anybody, that he wanted.

4:28-33 – Nebuchadnezzar goes insane.

4:30 – Nebuchadnezzar’s pride was his undoing.  He ascribed his glory to himself and not God.
4:34-37- Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity returns.

4:35 – One of the things that Nebuchadnezzar learned is that no one has the right to question the motives of God. (cf Rom. 9:19-24)

Chapter 5

5:1-4 – Belshazzar’s party and mistake


5:1 – Actually Nabadonis was the king.  Belshazzar was “king” only because Nabadonis was gone on military campaign, etc.

5:2 – He is actually the grandson of Nebuchadnezzar.  The word “father” here and “son” in verse 22, actually just mean “ancestor” and “descendant.”

5:3 – In using these vessels Belshazzar defiled them since he was a gentile.  Also, he was using them in a drunken orgy.  This is not the type of thing of which God approves.

5:5 – The writing is on the wall.

5:6 – He was absolutely afraid.

5:7 – The third ruler.  Since Belshazzar was actually a reigning regent.  Daniel would be the third highest in Babylon.
5:10-12 – The queen recommends Daniel to the king as someone that can interpret the writing.

5:11,12 – It is interesting that Daniel has been forgotten by everyone.  Only “the queen,” Nebuchadnezzar’s wife, can remember him and recommends that he interpret the writing.

5:13-16 – Belshazzar calls for Daniel.

5:17-24 – Daniel gives Belshazzar a Chaldean history lesson.

5:17 – Daniel was, no doubt, very angry at Belshazzar for defiling the temple vessels.  He also knew that being the 3rd in line to the throne was not a good idea right now.

5:22 – What happened to Nebuchadnezzar should have taught Belshazzar humilty, but it didn’t.

5:25-28 – The interpretation of the writing.
5:28, 30 – Medo-Persia is the second empire of Daniel, Chapter 2.

5:29 – Daniel is rewarded

5:30 – Belshazzar is killed and Babylon falls.

Chapter 6

6:1-3 – Daniel is made the head of Darius’ administration of Babylon


6:4-9 – The jealous plot against Daniel

6:4 – They were probably angry because Daniel was a foreigner and a newcomer to the Medo-Persian empire.  They did not think he deserved such and honor so quickly.

6:7 – They elevated Darius to the level of being a deity and said that he was the only one that people could pray or appeal to for 30 days.

6:10-15 – Daniel continues in faith to Jehovah

6:10 – Daniel knew what had been done.  It did not stop him from doing that which was right.
6:11 – These men knew that Daniel was a faithful man.  They knew he would not obey the edict.  They were counting on it.  His reputation preceded him.  Are we this well known?
6:13 – They made it into a direct attack on the right of Darius to rule.
6:14 – Darius tried to find a way to get around the law which he had executed.

6:16-18 – Daniel in the lion’s den.

6:18 – Darius really cared a lot about Daniel.

6:19-23 – Daniel is alright – God has protected him

6:24 – Darius realized that he had been manipulated.  Therefore, he kills those that had manipulated him.

6:25-27 – Darius’ degree regarding the superiority of Daniel’s God

Chapter 7


7:1-14 – Daniel’s dream of the Four Beasts


7:1 – The first year of Belshazzer = 553 B.C.


7:3 – These beasts arise from the Sea (Rev. 13:1-18) – the nations of the world

7:4 – The lion with eagle’s wings was a common symbol for Babylon as seen below in these Babylon era statues:
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7:4-6 – Notice the first 3 beasts: a Lion; a Bear; and a Leopard

Look at Revelation 13:1-3.  There John says it is a beast with a Leopard; Bear and a Lion’s characteristics

Here is a representative time line of what is seen by Daniel and then the apostle John:

<--------------------------------------------- TIME -------------------------------------------------->

Daniel Sees ------> Lion -------> Bear --------> Leopard ------> 4th Beast

                               Lion <------- Bear <-------- Leopard <-------Sea Beast <----- John Sees




They are looking at the same things from opposite points in time.

7:7 – Notice that the fourth beast has “iron teeth.”  That is crushes and tramples. Where else in Daniel have we heard of something iron crushing things?

7:8 – This beast had ten horns.  Now an eleventh horn grows.  However, as it grows it uproots 3 horns.  How many horns does that leave?  Notice also that this beast is speaking “great things.”

7:9,10 – A scene of judgment.

7:11,12 – The fourth beast is destroyed.

7:13,14 – A “Son of Man” is given authority.

7:15-28 – Daniel’s dream is interpreted for him.

7:17 – God says “The Four Beasts are Four Kingdoms.”  These are human kingdoms.

7:18 – The Saints of God will receive an Eternal Kingdom.  Where else do we have 4 kingdoms spoken about?  Where else do we have an “Eternal Kingdom” spoken about?  (Answer: Chapter 2)

7:19-22 - Daniel’s question about the fourth beast

7:19 - Daniel realizes there is something different about the 4th beast

7:20 - Daniel wants to know what the horns symbolize

7:21 - Notice that this 11th horn is fighting the saints and defeating them 






(cf Rev 13:5-7)

7:22 - God intervenes for his people

7:23-28 - The angel answers Daniel’s questions regarding the 11th horn of the 4th beast
7:23 - the 4th beast is a fourth kingdom

7:24 - the horns represent kings of that kingdom.  So we have:


10 horns + 1 horn - 3 uprooted horns = 8 horns


10 kings + 1 king - 3 uprooted kings = 8 kings

7:25 - the 11th horn is a blasphemer and a murderer of the people of God.  The saints will be handed over to him for:



Time + Times (2) + ½ Time = 3½ Times


    Compare this to Revelation 13.  There the beast rules for 42 months (Revelation 13:5)



1 Year + 2 Years + ½ Year = 3½ Years



12 Months + 24 Months + 6 Months = 42 Months



360 Days + 720 Days + 180 Days = 1260 Days


      In each instance these are symbolic usages.  3 ½ is a “broken” or “incomplete” 7.  It is LESS THAN “Completeness” which is what the number seven represents.

7:26,27 - The 11th horn will be judged for killing the saints.  They will be given the rule of the earth.

The 4 Kingdoms of Daniel 2

	1. Head of Gold
	Babylon
	626-536 B.C.

	2. Breast & Arms of Silver
	Medea-Persia
	536-330 B.C.

	3. Belly, Thighs of Brass
	Grecian
	330-323 B.C.

	4. Legs Iron, Feet Iron & Clay
	Rome
	27 B.C. - 476 A.D.


The 4 Kingdoms of Daniel 7

	1. Lion
	Babylon
	626-536 B.C.

	2. Bear
	Medea-Persia
	536-330 B.C.

	3. Leopard
	Grecian
	330-323 B.C.

	4. Different - 10 Horns & Iron Teeth
	Rome
	27 B.C. - 476 A.D.


The 11 Horns of Daniel 7

	Augustus
	(27 BC-14 AD)

	Tiberius
	(14-37 AD)

	Caligula
	(37-41 AD)

	Claudius
	(41-54 AD)

	Nero
	(54-68 AD)

	Galba
	68, 69 A.D.

	Otho
	

	Vitellius
	

	Vespasian
	(69-79 AD)

	Titus
	(79-81 AD)

	Domitian
	(81-96 AD)


Chapter 8

8:1-14 – Daniel’s vision of the ram and the he-goat


8:1 – The third year of Belshazzer is 551 B.C.


8:3 – Note that the one horn was taller than the other.  Also, that the taller horn 


grew up second


8:4 – There was no match for the ram.  He charged north, west and south.  This 


indicates he was coming from the east.


8:5 – The he-goat was coming very fast; so fast that he wasn’t touching the 


ground.


8:7 – By breaking the 2 horns he removed the ability of the ram to fight him.  The 


ram’s power was gone.


8:8 – Just when the goat seemed unbeatable, his power was broken.  It was 


replaced by four horns one facing each direction – north, east, south, west.


8:9 – One of these 4 horns had a little horn grow out of it.  It grew south and east 


toward “the Beautiful Land” (Judea).  This indicates that he was northwest 


of Judea.


8:10 – The Prince of the Host – The Archangel Michael.  This King was claiming 


to be a god.


8:11,12 – He desecrated the Temple.  God allowed it because of the sin of the 


saints.  He was “overcoming” them.


8:15-27 – The Dream is interpreted for Daniel


8:17&19 – End of what?  The Greek Empire


8:20,21 – Here the Second and Third Kingdoms are named.  They are the 



Medeo-Persian and Greek (Macedonian) Empires.


8:21 – In three years, Alexander conquered his empire (remember the he-goat 



went very fast
8:22 – When Alexander died at the age of 33, his kingdom was divided between his four generals:

	General
	Province Received

	Casandra
	Macedonia

	Seleucius (Antiochus)
	Syria

	Ptolemy
	Egypt

	Lysimachus
	Thrace and Asia Minor


8:23 – The king that will arise is Antiochus Epiphanes.  He will desecrate the temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar.  He will also make the Jewish religion illegal.

8:24 – The reason he will become strong will be the will of God.

8:25 – He will claim divinity.  He will be destroyed by God.

Chapter 9

9:1-19 – Daniel’s prayer for the people


9:1 – The first year of Darius = 539 B.C.

9:2 – Apparently Daniel came upon a copy of either the book of Jeremiah or a copy of the letter that Jeremiah wrote to the captives (Jer. 29).  Daniel realized that the first deportation had occurred in 606 B.C. That meant that the restoration should occur in 536 B.C.  That would be approximately 2 or 3 years from the date given in verse one of this chapter. 

9:3 – Sackcloth and ashes are symbols of repentance.

9:4 – Notice that Daniel recognizes God, first of all, as a covenant-making and covenant-keeping God.

9:6 – In this case Jeremiah.  But on a larger scale all of the prophets.

9:9 – Daniel realizes that by promising that the exile would only last 70 years, that God was assuring His people that He would once again be in covenant with them.  This was an act of mercy and forgiveness.

9:11b – Chapter 28 of Deuteronomy.

9:16 – The whole context deals with the destruction of Jerusalem, not the end of time.

9:20-27 – The seventy sevens of the Jewish nation.

9:22 – Gabriel didn’t come to “comfort” Daniel.  In a moment he was going to tell Daniel that Jerusalem would be desolated for a final time.  Daniel is given “wisdom and understanding” as to the why it will occur.

9:24 – Seventy “sevens” are given for:

1. To finish transgression

2. To make an end to sin

3. To make reconciliation for iniquity

4. To bring in everlasting righteousness

5. Seal up vision and prophecy

6. To anoint the Most Holy

9:25 – From 536 B.C. (This is the year that Cyrus decreed that the Jews could return and rebuild the temple) until the birth of Christ shall be two sections of the “sevens.”  The first “section” shall be 7 “sevens.”  The second section shall be 62 “sevens.”

9:26 – After the 62 “sevens.”  This will be the end of the 69th “seven”:



7 “sevens” + 62 “sevens” = 69 “sevens”


The Messiah will be cut off – Jesus will be killed.


The prince (ruler) that shall come – Titus (the Romans).  The Romans will destroy the city and temple.

9:27 – This is the final “seven” – Titus shall bring many peoples to destroy Jerusalem.  After some time he shall destroy the temple.  This will be the full end of the nation.  This is the “abomination of desolation” referred to by Jesus in Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20
Chapter 10

10:1-11:1 – An angelic view of the spiritual warfare

10:1 – Third year of Cyrus – 539 B.C. Also, See 9:1.  Daniel was apparently prying for further understanding of the vision that he was given in Chapter 9.

10:13 – This prince of Persia is apparently one of the “spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 6).  It is battling against this angelic being trying to have Persia do something God does not want it to do.

10:20 – The “prince of Greece” is again a “spiritual host of wickedness.”  We know this because God is having this angelic being and Michael (vs 21) fight against his coming.

10:21 – Michael, your prince.  Apparently different angels have different functions.  Michael was the angel that executed God’s will in reference to the Jewish nation.

Chapter 11
11:1 – For the past two years the angel speaking with Daniel has been helping Michael, The Jewish nation’s angel, fight the “prince of Persia” and the “prince of Greece.”
11:2 – Three kings in Persia:

1. Cambyses (530-522 B.C.)

2. Gaumata (522 B.C.)

3. Darius (522-486 B.C.)



Then the Fourth:

4. Xerxes (486-465 B.C.)

He shall attack Greece.  This occurred in 480 B.C.  They fought the Battle of Marathon, Thermopylae and Xerxes was ultimately defeated in the Battle of Salamis.


11:3 – A mighty king shall stand up.  This is Alexander the Great.
11:4 – At Alexander’s death his kingdom was divided up between four of his generals (see the notes on Chapter 8).  His sons did not inherit it.

11:5 – South.  South in reference to Jerusalem.  This would be the Ptolemies of Egypt.  One of his commanders becoming strong was Seleucus I Nicator (311-280 B.C.).  His own kingdom initially was Babylon.  Eventually he added Syria to that.

11:6 – Berenice, Daughter of Ptolemy II Philadelphius (285-246 B.C.) was married to Antiochus II Theos (261-246 B.C.) of Syria to cement an alliance between the two nations.  This occurred in 248 B.C.



Antiochus’ first wife, Laodice (to whom he was still married) did not approve of this arrangement.



Two years later Ptolemy II died.  Antiochus divorced Berenice (she was no longer needed now that her father was dead).  Antiochus went back to Laodice.  Laodice poisoned both Antiochus and Berenice.  So “she did not retain her power and his power did not last.”

11:7 – A Shoot from her roots – Ptolemy III (246-222 B.C.).  Berenice’s brother and the new king of Egypt.  He came against Syria and “prevailed” killing Laodice, the murderess of his sister.

11:8 – In taking the gods of the Syrian king.  The Ptolemies showed the supremacy of their nation.

11:9 – In 242 B.C. Seleucus Callicanus (246-226 B.C.) regained power.  In 240 B.C. he attacked Egypt but was totally destroyed.

11:10 – The sons of Seleucus Callicanus and Seleucus Ceranus (226-223 B.C.) and Antiochus the Great (223-187 B.C.).  They mounted a widespread offensive against Egyptian territories.  Ceranus died in battle in 223 B.C.  Finally, Antiochus the Great attacks Ptolemy’s fortress at Raphia in Southern Palestine in 217 B.C.
11:11 – Ptolemy IV Philopater (221-203 B.C.) goes to fight Antiochus the Great at Raphia.  Antiochus raises a huge army (70,000 infantry, 5000 calvary, 73 elephants) but is defeated anyway.

11:12 – Ptolemy IV had a huge victory.  He killed 10,000 infantry, 300 calvary, and 5 elephants.  However he just went back to Egypt and did not press his advantage.  This also occurred at Raphia in 217 B.C.

11:13 – This is 13 years later.  Antiochus attacks after Ptolemy IV had died and his 4 year old son was enthroned (Ptolemy V Epiphanes {203-181 B.C.}).

11:14 – Certain Jews will rebel against the Ptolemies (at this time Palestine was under Egyptian control).

11:15 – The fortified city is Sidon.  This was taken by Antiochus the Great in 198 B.C.

11:16 – At Sidon Antiochus had defeated Scopas, the leading general of the Ptolemies.  Now the Seleucids were firmly in control of the “beautiful land (Palestine)”

11:17 – The daughter of Antiochus the Great (Cleopatra I) was wed to Ptolemy V.  He hoped that his daughter would bring down Ptolemy.  Instead she proved to be the perfect wife.  She even went so far as to talk Ptolemy into entering an alliance with Rome to stop the spread of her father.

11:18 – He turned toward present day Turkey (Asia Minor).  The one that defeated him was Lucius Scipio Asiaticus, A Roman general.  He was required to make huge payments of tribute to Rome.
11:19 – Antiochus was assassinated while trying to remove the gold from a statue of Bel, his own God.  He was going to use it as part of a tribute payment to Rome.

11:20 – His successor, Seleucus IV Philopater (187-175 B.C.).  His exacter (or tax collector), Heliodorus, ultimately led an assassination plot against him.

11:21 – The utterly contemptible person is Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.).  Since the throne rightfully belonged to Seleucus IV’s son, Antiochus Epiphanes did not have a right to the throne.

11:22a – Antiochus Epiphanes defeated Ptolemy VI Philometer (181-146 B.C.)

11:22b – The “Prince of the Covenant” is Onias III.  He was the high priest in Jerusalem.  He was opposed to the Hellenizing (bringing Greek culture) into Jerusalem.  His brother, Jason, asked Antiochus to make him high priest.  If he did, Jason promised to help Antiochus Hellenize Jerusalem.  Onias was killed in 170 B.C.

11:23 – Antiochus is devious.  He will rise to power swiftly in the nation of Syria (which is a small nation since the Roman General Lucius Scipio defeated Antiochus the Great in 190 B.C. and took much of its land.
11:24 – Antiochus will spread money and wealth among the important, influential of Egypt.  This deviousness will be important later when he attacks Egypt.

11:25,26 – Antiochus will attack Egypt.  Ptolemy IV shall be defeated because Antiochus has purchased the loyalty of those around Ptolemy.

11:27 – Antiochus and Ptolemy will meet and tell lies to one another trying to gain the upper hand in negotiations.  Antiochus will not yet die because the plan of God for him is not yet fulfilled.

11:28 – Jason, the high priest installed by Antiochus was himself latter “outbid” for the office by Menalaus.  While Antiochus was in Egypt, Jason revolted against Menalaus’ priesthood.  Antiochus became enraged and came to Jerusalem.  After killing many Jews he looted the temple and took its treasures back to Syria.

11:29 – His second campaign into Egypt was an absolute failure.

11:30 – Rome intervened on the side of Egypt against Antiochus.  Having been out-flanked in Egypt, Antiochus withdrawals and attacks Jerusalem.
11:31 – Antiochus sets up an altar to Zeus on the altar of burnt offerings.  Here sacrifices a pig.  This desecrates it.

11:32 – He promotes the Jews to apostasize from God.  Many of those who refuse his program are murdered.

11:34 – The little help is probably a reference to Judas Maccabeus.  He led a guerrilla uprising against the Hellenizers in Jerusalem in 168 B.C.

11:35 – Because of persecution, even some of the wise shall eventually give into the Hellenizing of Jerusalem.

11:36,37 – Antiochus comes more and more to think of himself as a deity.

11:40-45 – Probably Messianic.  It grows out of Antiochus being the enemy of God’s people.  Like Gog (Eze. 38,39), He will meet his disaster at the hands of the Lord.

Chapter 12

12:1,2 – This is a picture of the final judgment (cf John 5:28,29)

12:4 – Daniel is told to “seal up” his book until “the time of the end.”  John is told not to seal up his book, for the time is near (Rev. 22:10).
�
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