EZEKIEL

Notes on the text by James R. Gordon

BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

AUTHORSHIP


THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL IS ALMOST UNIVERSALLY ACCEPTED AS BEING THE UNIFIED WORK OF A SINGLE AUTHOR.  THIS MAN’S NAME IS GIVEN IN 1:3.  HE WAS A PRIEST NAMED EZEKIEL.  HE WAS ONE OF THE 3,023 CAPTIVES TAKEN TO BABYLON IN 598 B.C.  ACCORDING TO 1:1, EZEKIEL WAS 30 YEARS, 4 MONTHS AND 5 DAYS OLD WHEN HE RECEIVED HIS FIRST VISION.

TO WHOM WRITTEN


THE PROPHET STATES, IN 2:1-4, THAT GOD SENT HIM TO THE CHILDREN OF THE EXILE.  THEREFORE, HIS PROPHECIES ARE DIRECTLY TO THOSE THAT HAD ALREADY BEEN REMOVED FROM JUDAH AND WERE LIVING IN THE BABYLON REGION.

PURPOSE OF EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY AND THE BOOK

THERE WERE THREE PURPOSES TO THE MINISTRY OF EZEKIEL.  THESE WERE:


1.
TO PROPHESY TO THE CAPTIVES THAT JERUSALEM WILL BE DESTROYED.  THERE WERE PROPHETS IN BABYLON PROPHESYING THAT THE CITY WOULD BE SPARED AND THAT, IN FACT, THE JEWS WOULD SHORTLY BE RETURNING FROM EXILE.


2.
TO PROPHESY TO THE CAPTIVES THAT GOD WAS ALSO JUDGING THE NATIONS.


3.
TO PROPHESY TO THE CAPTIVES OF THE FUTURE GLORY TO BE RETURNED TO JERUSALEM AND THE NATION OF ISRAEL.


THE PURPOSE FOR THE WRITING OF THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL IS TO REMIND THE NATION OF ITS WICKED PAST, GOD’S INTOLERANCE OF SIN, HIS LOVE FOR HIS PEOPLE AND TO SHOW THE NATION ITS FUTURE GLORY.
DATES OF EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY AND THE BOOK


THE PROPHET, EZEKIEL, WAS CALLED BY GOD DURING THE FIFTH YEAR OF CAPTIVITY OF JEHOIACHIN.  THIS WOULD BE 593 B.C.  THIS WOULD MAKE IT THE SAME YEAR THAT JEREMIAH WAS WARNING ZEDEKIAH TO SUBMIT TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR.  THE LAST DATE IN EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY IS GIVEN IN 29:17.  THIS IS THE 27TH YEAR OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S REIGN.  THIS WOULD BE 571 B.C.  THEREFORE, HIS MINISTRY SPANNED AT LEAST 22 YEARS.


IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE MINISTRY OF EZEKIEL BEGINS BEFORE THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR (586 B.C.) AND ENDS AFTER ITS DESTRUCTION.

DATES OF EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY AND THE BOOK


THIS BOOK IS OBVIOUSLY WRITTEN AT SOME POINT IN THE TIME AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THESE PROPHECIES.  THERE IS NO INDICATION OF THE ACTUAL AUTHOR, HOWEVER, ONE WOULD ASSUME THAT IT WAS EZEKIEL.  THIS IS MAINLY DUE TO THE EXTENSIVE USE OT THE FIRST PERSON “I.”

LITERARY FORM


THE LITERARY FORM OF EZEKIEL IS TO A LARGE DEGREE APOCALYPTIC IN NATURE.  THIS MEANS THAT THERE ARE VISIONS AND PICTURES THAT ARE USED AS SYMBOLS.  THESE SYMBOLS, WITHIN THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL, ARE USUALLY EXPLAINED IN DETAIL.

THE BOOK ALSO MAKES EXTENSIVE USE OF ALLEGORIES.  AN ALLEGORY IS AN EXTENDED COMPARISON BETWEEN TWO THINGS.  A PARABLE IS A FORM OF ALLEGORY.


ANOTHER LITERARY DEVICE USED BY EZEKIEL IS THE PROVERB.


EZEKIEL, UNLIKE MANY OF THE PROPHETS DOES NOT MAKE MUCH USE OF HEBREW PARALLELISM POETRY.

TEACHINGS AND MESSAGES OF THE BOOK


1.
THE INDIVIDUAL IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN SOUL: “THE SOUL THAT SINS IT SHALL DIE.”  THIS IS AN EMPHASIS NOT EXPRESSED IN ANY OF THE PREVIOUS PROPHETS.  THEY ALL STRESS NATIONAL SIN AND NATIONAL REPENTANCE.


2.
“THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH.”  THIS STATEMENT IS USED OVER 70 TIMES IN THE BOOK.


3.
GOD IS WITH HIS PEOPLE IN BABYLON.  THOUGH THE TEMPLE IS GONE, JEHOVAH IS STILL WITH HIS PEOPLE IN CAPTIVITY.


4.
THE FUTURE GLORY OF ISRAEL.

OUTLINE


THE OUTLINE OF THE BOOK REFLECTS THE DATES THAT EZEKIEL RECEIVED HIS VISIONS:


I.
THE DOOM OF JERUSALEM – EZE 1:1-24:27




(RECEIVED PRIOR TO JERUSALEM’S DESTRUCTION)


II.
JUDGEMENT OF THE NATIONS – EZE 25:1-32:32


III.
ISRAEL’S FUTURE HOPE – EZE 33:1-48:35




(RECEIVED AFTER JERUSALEM’S DESTRUCTION)

NOTES ON TEXT
CHAPTER 1

1:1 – EZEKIEL WAS THIRTY YEARS OLD WHEN HE RECEIVED HIS CALL TO BE A PROPHET

1:2 – THE YEAR WAS 593 B.C.

1:3 – THE HAND OF GOD WAS UPON EZEKIEL IN BABYLON.  THIS MEANS THAT GOD WAS INTERACTING WITH HIS PEOPLE EVEN IN CAPTIVITY.

1:4-14 – THE VISION OF THE CHERUBIMS

1:4 – THE JUDGEMENT IS COMING FROM THE NORTH – EZEKIEL, LIKE JEREMIAH, SAYS THAT JUDGEMENT IS COMING UPON JERUSALEM “FROM THE NORTH.”  EZEKIEL, THROUGHOUT THE FIRST 24 CHAPTERS WILL SPEAK AS THOUGH HE IS ACTUALLY AT JERUSALEM.

1:9 – THE BEINGS ALWAYS WENT IN THE DIRECTION THEY WERE FACING.
1:14 – THEY WOULD GO OUT, EXECUTE JUDGEMENT, AND RETURN.

1:15-21 – THE WHEELS INDICATE THE ABILITY TO MOVE SWIFTLY IN ANY DIRECTION.

1:22-25 – THE FIRMAMENT – POSSIBLY REPRESENTING HEAVEN (GEN 1).  THIS IS THE RESIDING PLACE OF JEHOVAH’S  THRONE.

1:26-28 – THE THRONE OF GOD.

1:27 – JEHOVAH IS REPRESENTED AS BEING A MAN

1:28 – HE IS COMING WITH A RAINBOW.  THE RAINBOW IS THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT THAT GOD MADE WITH NOAH.  THEREFORE, IT REPRESENTS GOD AS A COVENANT MAKER AND COVENANT KEEPER.  (cc REV 4:3; 10:1)

1:28 – WE SEE HERE THAT THIS IS THE GLORY OF JEHOVAH.  JOHN 12:38-41 SAYS THAT WHEN ISAIAH SAW GOD IN ISAIAH, CHAPTER 6, THAT IT WAS ACTUALLY JESUS THAT HE SAW.  THAT IS PROBABLY WHY EZEKIEL AND DANIEL BOTH SEE A “SON OF MAN” (DANIEL 7:13).

CHAPTER 2

2:1-7 – THE CALL OF EZEKIEL

2:6 – EZEKIEL, LIKE JEREMIAH, IS TOLD THAT HE DOES NOT NEED TO BE AFRAID TO SPEAK

2:8-3:11 – EZEKIEL IS GIVEN HIS TASK

2:8-3:3 – EZEKIEL GIVEN THE WORD OF GOD (THE SYMBOLIC “EATING OF THE SCROLL”)

2:8 – EZEKIEL TOLD NOT TO REBEL AGAINST GOD’S CALLING HIM

2:10 – THE BOOK CONSISTED OF LAMENTATIONS AND WOES BECAUSE IT WAS ABOUT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM (cf. REV 10:8-11)

CHAPTER 3

3:5 – THE ISRAELITES COULD UNDERSTAND WHAT EZEKIEL WAS SAYING.  THEY MAY NOT LIKE IT AND REBEL – BUT THEY UNDERSTOOD.

3:6 – IF GOD SENT EZEKIEL TO THE GENTILES, THEY WOULD REPENT.  THIS INDICATES THE DEPTH OF SIN AMONG THE PEOPLE OF GOD.

3:8,9 – THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL WERE HARD-HEADED AND HARD-HEARTED.  BUT GOD HAD PREPARED EZEKIEL FOR THIS TASK BY MAKING HIM EVEN TOUGHER THAN THEY WERE.

3:10 – EZEKIEL’S MESSAGE WOULD BE ONE OF DESTRUCTION AND WOE UPON HIS OWN NATION.  EVEN HE WOULD PROBABLY LIKE TO AVOID RECEIVING IT.

3:11 – FOR SEVEN DAYS EZEKIEL COULD ONLY THINK ABOUT ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM.  HE WAS “OVERWHELMED.”

3:16-21 – EZEKIEL’S RESPONSIBILITY TO HIS PROPHETIC MESSAGE AND ISRAEL

3:22-27 – THE GLORY OF JEHOVAH TELLS EZEKIEL THAT HE SHALL BE ABLE TO SPEAK ONLY WHEN GOD ALLOWS HIM.  AT ALL OTHER TIMES HE WILL BE STRICKEN WITH MUTENESS.

CHAPTER 4
4:1-3 – EZEKIEL’S FIRST OBJECT LESSON – THE TILE AND THE IRON PAN

4:3 – BABYLON IS LIKE AN IRON BAND AROUND THE CITY.  IT CAN NOT BE BROKEN.

4:4-8 – EZEKIEL’S SECOND OBJECT LESSON – LAYING ON HIS LEFT AND RIGHT SIDES

4:4 – EZEKIEL HAD SOMETHING THAT REPRESENTED THE SIN OF THE NATIONS OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH.  HE PUT THIS UPON HIS SIDE AS HE LAID DOWN.

4:5,6 – THE NUMBER OF YEARS ARE PROBABLY ONLY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SINS OF THE NATIONS.  ISRAEL’S SIN WAS GREATER BECAUSE IT CAST OFF JEHOVAH GOD, HIS TEMPLE AND HIS PRESCRIBED WORSHIP AS GIVEN IN THE LAW OF MOSES

4:5 – FOR 390 YEARS ISRAEL HAD SINNED AGAINST GOD

4:6 – FOR 40 YEARS JUDAH HAD SINNED AGAINST GOD

4:9-17 – EZEKIEL’S THIRD OBJECT LESSON – THE DUNG-COOKED BREAD

4:9 – THE MIXING OF THE GRAINS INDICATES THAT THEY WILL EAT ANYTHING THEY WILL FIND DURING THE SIEGE

4:10 – THE 20 SHEKELS =ABOUT 9 OUNCES = ¼ KILOGRAM

4:11 – THE 1/6 OF A HIN =LESS THAN 1 PINT = LESS THAN ½ LITER OF WATER

4:12 – COOKING THE BREAD BY BURNING DUNG AS FUEL IS TO INDICATE THAT THEY CAN NOT EXIT THE CITY TO COLLECT FIREWOOD.

4:13 – TOUCHING DUNG MADE A JEW UNCLEAN.  THEREFORE, ANYTHING COOKED USING DUNG WOULD BECOME UNCLEAN (DEUT 23:9-14)

4:14 – EZEKIEL ASKS JEHOVAH NOT TO MAKE HIM DO SOMETHING THAT WOULD MAKE HIM UNCLEAN (EAT FOOD USING HUMAN DUNG FOR FUEL).

4:15 – JEHOVAH ALLOWS HIM TO USE COW MANURE INSTEAD. 

CHAPTER 5

5:1-4 – EZEKIEL’S FOURTH OBJECT LESSON – THE LESSON FROM HIS HAIR

5:2 – SYMBOLICALLY, 1/3 DIE “BY FIRE.”  1/3 DIE “BY THE SWORD.”  1/3 ARE “SCATTERED TO THE WIND” AND CHASED BY THE SWORD

5:3 – THE FEW IN HIS SKIRT REPRESENT THE REMNANT THAT GOD WILL SAVE

5:5 – JERUSALEM WAS SUPPOSED TO BE THE SHOWPLACE OF JEHOVAH

5:6 – INSTEAD SHE BECAME MORE SINFUL THAN THE NATIONS SHE WAS SUPPOSED TO INFLUENCE.

5:7-9 – AS IN ALL THE PRE-EXILIC PROPHETS, THE NATION IS CONDEMNED FOR TURNING AWAY FROM JEHOVAH GOD AND TURNING TO IDOLS

5:7 – ALTHOUGH THEY TURNED FROM GOD THEY DID NOT EVEN FULLY COMMIT TO THE RELIGION OF THOSE AROUND THEM.  INSTEAD THEY HAD A HODGE-PODGE RELIGION: ½ CANNANITE, ½ JEHOVAHITE

5:10 – JEHOVAH WILL CAUSE THE JUDGEMENT TO BE SO SEVERE THAT CANNIBALISM WILL BE PRACTICED BY THOSE IN JERUSALEM BEFORE THE CITY FALLS.

5:11 – IN THEIR SIN, THEY HAD GONE SO FAR AS TO ERECT IDOLS IN THE TEMPLE OF JEHOVAH.

5:12 – THE “FIRE” OF VERSE 2 IS SHOWN TO BE PESTILENCE AND FAMINE.  SO 1/3 WILL DIE TO DISEASE AND HUNGER.  1/3 WILL DIE BY THE SWORDS “AROUND” THE CITY.  THIS IS PROBABLY IN BATTLE.  1/3 WILL DIE TRYING TO ESCAPE THE CITY.  THEY WILL BE “CHASED” BY THE SWORD.

5:13-17 – THERE WILL BE NO QUESTION THAT THE JUDGEMENT CAME FROM JEHOVAH.

5:13 – AFTER JEHOVAH’S JUDGEMENT IS ACCOMPLISHED.  “THEY SHALL KNOW” THAT JEHOVAH HAS DONE IT.

CHAPTER 6
6:1-7 – JEHOVAH WILL DESTROY IDOLATRY IN JUDAH.

6:1 – MOUNTAINS AND HILLS WERE THE MOST FREQUENT LOCATIONS OF IDOLATROUS ALTARS.

6:7 – AFTER GOD DESTROYS THEIR IDOL ALTARS AND KILLS THEIR IDOLATERS, THEY “SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH”

6:8-10 – THE REMNANT THAT GOD SAVES SHALL REPENT

6:8 – JEHOVAH SHALL SAVE A REMNANT AND SPREAD THEM THROUGHOUT THE NATIONS

6:9 – THE REMNANT SHALL “LOATHE,” OR HATE, “THE EVILS THEY HAVE COMMITTED”: THEIR ABOMINATIONS AND IDOLS

6:11-14 – A LAMENT FOR THE DEAD

6:12 – THEY SHALL ALL DIE FOR THEIR IDOLATROUS WAYS

6:13 – THEY PUT UP AN ALTAR ANYWHERE THEY COULD FIND A SUITABLE PLACE

CHAPTER 7

7:1-4 – THEIR OWN ACTIONS HAVE BROUGHT DESTRUCTION UPON THEM.

7:3 – THIS IDEA OF “I WILL JUDGE YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR WAYS,” IS A UNIVERSAL TRUTH.  EVEN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT PAUL WRITES “FOR AS A MAN SOWS, HE SHALL ALSO REAP.”

7:5-9 – THE END IS DECREED

7:10-22 – THE OBJECTS OF JUDAH’S PRIDE WILL BE DESTROYED:



1.
VIOLENCE



2.
WICKEDNESS



3.
WEALTH



4.
SOCIAL STATURE

7:13 – THIS INDICATES THAT THE CAPTIVITY WILL LAST FOR LONGER THAN A GENERATION.  THE GOODS WILL STILL BE THERE, BUT THE BUYER WILL NEVER RETURN THEM.

7:14-22 – THE USELESSNESS OF MATERIAL THINGS COME JUDGEMENT

7:14 – NO ONE GOES TO BATTLE BECAUSE THEY ARE ALL DYING FROM DISEASE AND FAMINE INSIDE THE CITY.

7:18 – THOSE THAT ESCAPE DESTRUCTION SHALL MOURN (SACKCLOTH IS A SIGN OF MOURNING)

7:19 – THEY WILL FIND OUT HOW TRULY WORTHLESS MONEY IS.

7:21 – THE BEAUTIFUL IDOLATROUS ORNAMENTS, THAT JUDAH PRIDES ITSELF ON, SHALL ALL BECOME BABYLONIAN BOOTY.  THE SPOILS OF WAR.

7:22 – THE TEMPLE WILL BE PLUNDERED AND STRIPPED OF ITS VALUABLES.

7:23 – THE CHAIN – THE SYMBOL OF BEING TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

7:26 – IN THE END THEY SHALL TURN TO THE PROPHETS, BUT IT WILL BE TOO LATE.   THERE WILL BE NOTHING THE LAW SAYS AND NOTHING THAT THE ELDERS CAN SAY, THAT CAN CHANGE THE OUTCOME OF THE DESTRUCTIN TO COME.

7:27 – WHEN ALL THIS OCCURS TO JERUSALEM – THEN “THEY SHALL KNOW THAT I AM JEHOVAH”

CHAPTER 8

8:1-18 – JEHOVAH AND EZEKIEL TAKE A WALK THROUGH THE TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM NOW MADE INTO AN IDOLATROUS DEN OF INIQUITY

8:1 – 6TH YEAR, 6TH MONTH, 5TH DAY – EZEKIEL HAS MORE DATES WITHIN HIS TEXT THAN ANY OTHER PROPHET.  THIS WOULD BE SEPTEMBER 17, 592 B.C.
8:3 – NOTICE THE TEXT SAYS THAT “IN VISIONS” EZEKIEL WAS TAKEN TO JERUSALEM.

8:6 – THE PRACTICE OF IDOLATRY WITHIN THE TEMPLE WAS FORCING JEHOVAH, THE HOLY GOD, TO REMOVE HIMSELF FROM HIS OWN TEMPLE

8:7-13 – THE LEADERS OF JUDAH ARE IDOLATERS

8:12 – THEY THINK THAT THEY CAN HIDE FROM GOD

8:14 – TAMMUZ – THIS IS THE ONLY TIME IN SCRIPTURE THAT THIS IDOL IS REFERRED TO.  IT WAS THE BABYLONIAN FERTILITY GOD.

8:16 – THE SYMBOL HERE IS THAT TO WORSHIP THE “SUN-GOD,” THESE MEN HAD TO TURN THEIR BACKS ON JEHOVAH.

8:17 – WITHIN THIS ONE CHAPTER FOUR DIFFERENT IDOL RELIGIONS ARE PICTURED.  CANAANITE (IMAGE OF JEALOUSY – PROBABLY THE STATUE OF ASHTEROTH), BABYLONIAN (TAMMUZ), EGYPTIAN (SUN-GOD) AND BAAL (THE CREEPING THINGS).  JERUSALEM WAS TOTALLY DEPRAVED.
CHAPTER 9

9:1-11 – JEHOVAH CALLS FOR THE SLAUGHTER OF THE IDOLATERS OF JERUSALEM

9:1 – GOD CALLS THE “GUARDIAN ANGELS, THE PROTECTORS” OF THE CITY
9:2 – SIX GUARDIANS COME FROM THE SAME AREA AS THE IDOL THAT “PROVOKES TO JEALOUSY (8:3,5).”  WITH THEM IS ANOTHER, DRESSED DIFFERENTLY AND READY TO WRITE.  THESE SEVEN MAY BE THE SAME AS THOSE IN REV 8:2,6

9:3 – THE GLORY OF GOD WAS LEAVING THE HOLY OF HOLIES

9:4 – THOSE THAT ARE FAITHFUL TO GOD ARE MARKED. (cf REV 7:2-4)

9:5 – THOSE LEADERS WERE TO BE THE FIRST DESTROYED BY GOD.

9:7 – ANYTHING TOUCHED BY A DEAD PERSON BECAME DEFILED.  THEREFORE, THE TEMPLE WOULD BECOME DEFILED IF THE KILLING BEGAN THERE.

CHAPTER 10

10:1-22 – THE GLORY OF JEHOVAH LEAVES THE TEMPLE

10:6-17 – A SECOND DESCRIPTION OF THE CHERUBIM (THE FIRST WAS IN CHAPTER 1)

10:18 – CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW MUCH THIS HURT EZEKIEL.  TO REALIZE THAT GOD WAS SO SICKENED BY THE NATION THAT HE HAD TO DEPART FROM HIS OWN TEMPLE

10:19 – IT IS AS THOUGH GOD TAKES ONE LAST LOOK AT THE TEMPLE.

CHAPTER 11

11:1-15 – JUDGEMENT PRONOUNCED AGAINST THE LEADERS OF JERUSALEM

11:3 – THE LEADERS ARE TELLING THE PEOPLE THAT SOON THE TROUBLED TIMES WILL BE OVER.  IT WILL BE “TIME TO BUILD HOUSES”

11:3 – THOSE STILL IN JERUSALEM FELT THAT THEY WERE THOSE BLESSED BY GOD.  THEY HAD BEEN LEFT IN THE PROMISED LAND.  THE CITY WAS A “COOKING POT” – WHERE GOD “MADE THINGS HAPPEN.” THEY WERE THE “MEAT” – THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF ANY MEAL.  THEY WERE SMUG AND FULL OF PRIDE.

11:6 – MURDER, ESPECIALLY OF THE RIGHTEOUS, HAD BECOME COMMONPLACE

11:7 – THE INNOCENT PEOPLE THEY HAD KILLED WERE THE REAL MEAT.  THE RIGHTEOUS DEAD WERE THOSE REALLY COMMITTED TO GOD.

11:11 – THE CITY WILL CEASE TO BE IMPORTANT

11:13 – EVEN EZEKIEL VIEWED THOSE IN JERUSALEM AS GOD’S “REMNANT”

11:15 – THOSE IN JERUSALEM SCORNED THOSE THAT HAD BEEN TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

11:16-25 – JEHOVAH PROMISES A FUTURE RETURN AND A RELIGIOUS RENEWAL

11:16 – GOD WAS PROTECTING THOSE IN CAPTIVITY.  HE WAS THEIR “SANCTUARY.”  HE WAS NOW WITH THEM, NOT JERUSALEM.

11:18 – THEY WILL NEVER AGAIN PRACTICE IDOLATRY.

11:19 – THEY WILL HAVE A NEW HEART.  A CARING, COMPASSIONATE HEART.    (cf 2 COR 3:1-3)

11:23 – GOD NOW LEAVES JERUSALEM.  THE CITY IS NO LONGER HIS.

CHAPTER 12

12:1-16 – EZEKIEL TOLD TO MOVE AS A SYMBOL OF THE EXILE

12:2 – THERE IS NO DESIRE TO COMPREHEND.  NO DESIRE TO LISTEN.

12:6 – EZEKIEL’S ACTIONS ARE A SIGN TO THE NATION.  THEY ARE GOING INTO EXILE

12:12 – ZEDEKIAH FLED THE CITY OF JERUSALEM.  HOWEVER, HE WAS CAUGHT, BLINDED AND SENT INTO CAPTIVITY (cf JER 52:7-11)

12:16 – GOD ALLOWED SOME TO LIVE SO THEY COULD TESTIFY TO THE NATIONS THE FOLLY OF IDOLATRY

12:17-20 – EZEKIEL TOLD TO EAT NERVOUSLY AS A SYMBOL OF THE ANXIETY AT THE END OF JERUSALEM

12:21-28 – GOD WILL FULFILL HIS MESSAGE QUICKLY

12:21,22 – THE LYING PROPHETS, WHOSE PROPHECIES WERE NEVER CORRECT HAD LED THE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE THAT GOD MUST NOT BE SPEAKING ANY LONGER

12:24 – FALSE PROPHECIES SHALL END.  THIS VERSE INDICATES THAT THE FALSE PROPHETS WERE MERELY TELLING THE PEOPLE WHAT THEY WANTED TO HEAR

12:25-28 – THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM WILL COME VERY SHORTLY.  THIS IS NOT SPEAKING ABOUT THE PROPHECY.  JUST THE PROPHECIES OF EZEKIEL THAT HE IS PRESENTLY GIVING.

CHAPTER 13

13:1-16 – THE FALSE PROPHETS ARE CONDEMNED

13:2 – THEY ARE MAKING THINGS UP.  GOD IS NOT SPEAKING TO THEM

13:5 – THE ROLE OF THE PROPHET IN ISRAEL WAS THAT OF A CORRECTOR OF ERRORS AND WRONGS.  THESE PROPHETS WERE NOT DOING THAT.

13:6 – DIVINING WAS FORBIDDEN IN DEUT 18:9-14.  THIS WAS A PRACTICE OF CULTIC (IDOL) RELIGIONS

13:9 – THEY WILL BE KILLED OR DIE IN EXILE.  THEY, NOR THEIR DESCENDANTS, WILL BE AMONG THOSE THAT RETURN TO THE LAND AFTER THE EXILE.

13:10 – ONLY STRONG WALLS, THOSE EXPECTED TO LAST, WOULD HAVE HAD THE ADDITIONAL EXPENSE OF PAINTING DONE TO THEM

13:17-23 – THE FALSE PROPHETESSES ARE CONDEMNED

13:18 – CHARMERS WERE ALSO FORBIDDEN IN DEUTERONOMY 18:9-14

13:19 – THEY WERE PROPHESYING JUST “FOR THE MONEY”

13:22 – THEY DEMANDED NO REPENTANCE FROM THE WICKED.

CHAPTER 14

14:1-11 – JEHOVAH REFUSES TO SPEAK TO IDOLATERS

14:3 – GOD CAN LOOK INTO THE HEART OF A MAN.  (cf. HEB 4:12,13)

14:4 – IT IS HYPOCRISY TO SEEK JEHOVAH, THE ONLY TRUE GOD, AND AT THE SAME TIME BE SERVING IDOLS

14:6 – GOD’S ONLY STATEMENT TO THEM WILL BE “REPENT”

14:12-23 – THE JUDGEMENT CAN NOT BE AVOIDED

14:14,16,18,20 – PERSONAL RIGHTEOUSNESS CAN ONLY BRING PERSONAL SALVATION

14:21 – THESE ARE GOD’S FOUR SEVERE JUDGEMENTS.

14:22 – EZEKIEL WILL BE CONSOLED BECAUSE GOD WILL HAVE SAVED THE RIGHTEOUS.

CHAPTER 15

15:1-8 – JERUSALEM IS LIKE A VINE IN THE FOREST: IT HAS NO FUNCTION

15:1-3 – THE WOOD FROM A VINE HAS NO USEFUL PURPOSE

15:4 – REGULAR WOOD, EVEN IF IT IS HALF BURNED CAN STILL BE USED FOR SOME PURPOSES.  A HALF BURNED VINE HAS LESS USE THAN AN UNBURNED ONE.
15:6,7 – JERUSALEM IS LIKE A PIECE OF VINE.  IT IS ONLY USABLE FOR STARTING A FIRE (JUDGEMENT)

CHAPTER 16

16:1-63 – THE ALLEGORY OF THE NATION AND THE LIFE OF AN UNFAITHFUL WIFE

16:1-5 – THE BIRTH OF ISRAEL

16:4,5 – NO ONE CARED FOR THE CHILD THAT WAS BORN (ISRAEL).  IT WAS AN UNWANTED BIRTH.  IT WAS DESPISED AND LEFT FOR DEAD.

16:6 – OF ALL THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD GOD CHOSE THE NATION OF ISRAEL TO GIVE HIS LAW TO (cf. DEUT 7:7,8)

16:7 – THE IDEA CONVEYED BY THE NAKEDNESS OF ISRAEL WAS ITS MORAL PURITY.  LIKE ADAM AND EVE, BEFORE THEY HAD THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, ISRAEL WAS NAKED.

16:8 – JEHOVAH TOOK THIS UNWANTED, UNLOVED WOMAN (THE NATION OF ISRAEL) TO BE HIS OWN BELOVED WIFE.  THE NATION HAD GONE FROM BEING THE REJECTED CHILD OF IDOLATERS TO BEING THE WIFE OF JEHOVAH, THE GOD OF THE UNIVERSE

16:9-14 – GOD SPARED NO EXPENSE MAKING HIS BRIDE (ISRAEL) THE LOVELIEST, MOST BEAUTIFUL BRIDE IN THE WORLD.  ISRAEL’S BEAUTY WAS THE LAW AND THE TEMPLE.  THESE WERE THE THINGS THAT SEPARATED ISRAEL FROM THE REST OF THE NATIONS.

16:15-19 – ISRAEL BECOMES A PROSTITUTE
16:15 – ISRAEL TRUSTED IN THE FACT THAT THEY HAD THE TEMPLE AND THE LAW OF GOD.  THEY THOUGHT “SURELY JEHOVAH WON’T DESTROY HIS TEMPLE AND HIS PEOPLE!”  THEY GAVE THEIR BEAUTY (THE TEMPLE) TO OTHER LOVERS (IDOLS).  REMEMBER THE 4 IDOLS BEING WORSHIPPED IN THE TEMPLE IN CHAPTER 8

16:16-19 – ALL THAT WAS GOOD IN ISRAEL, THEY GAVE OVER TO IDOLS.

16:20-22 – THAT WHICH IS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONCEIVE, ISRAEL DID.  THEY SACRIFICED THEIR OWN CHILDREN IN IDOLATROUS RITUALS

16:22 – ISRAEL HAD FORGOTTEN HER HISTORY.

16:23-29 – ISRAEL, A PROSTITUE TO MANY LOVERS (WORSHIPPER OF MANY DIFFERENT GODS).

16:27 – THE PHILISTINES WERE NOT ONE OF THE ORIGINAL TRIBES IN CANAAN.  THEY MOVED TO CANAAN APPROXIMATELY 1100 B.C. FROM CRETE.  THEY BECAME A THORN IN THE FLESH TO THE NATION OF ISRAEL.

16:30-34 – ISRAEL, A PROSTITUTE THAT REFUSES PAYMENT (THE NATION LOVED IDOLATRY

16:31 – UNLIKE A REGULAR PROSTITUTE, ISRAEL NEEDED NO PAYMENT.  THEY LOVED, EVEN RELISHED IDOLATRY.

16:34 – ISRAEL, AT DIFFERENT POINTS IN HER HISTORY, HAD TO PAY TRIBUTE MONEY TO ASSYRIA, EGYPT AND BABYLON.  GOD SAYS HERE THAT SHE WAS, IN ESSENCE, PAYING TO USE THEIR GODS.

16:35-42 – ISRAEL’S LOVERS WILL SUFFER JUDGEMENT FOR LOVING JEHOVAH’S WIFE

16:37 – GOD WILL JUDGE THE NATIONS TO TEACH ISRAEL THE FOLLY OF LOVING OTHERS
16:38 – THE SENTENCE OF THE ADULTERER AND THE MURDERER WAS DEATH BY STONING.  THE NATION WOULD DIE FOR ITS SINS.

16:39-42 – THE NATIONS WHOSE GODS ISRAEL WORSHIPS WILL DESTROY HER (BABYLON)

16:42 – AFTER JUDGEMENT GOD WILL NO LONGER BE ANGRY.  THIS IS THE PROMISE OF A FUTRE RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM.

16:44-48 – LIKE MOTHER, LIKE DAUGHTER

16:45-46 – AMORITES, HITTITES, SAMARIA, SODOM – ALL WERE IDOLATERS

16:49-52 – ISRAEL’S MORAL DECAY – IMMORALITY ALWAYS FOLLOWS IDOLATRY.  WITHOUT THE STANDARD OF GOD AND HIS IMUTABLE LAW, THERE IS ABSOLUTELY NO STANDARD FOR MORAL DECISION-MAKING

16:49 – SODOM’S ACTIONS WERE LIKE JUDAH’S ARE NOW.  THEY WERE PROUD.  THEY WOULD NOT HELP THOSE IN NEED.

16:52 – JUDAH MAKES SODOM LOOK GOOD.  SODOM DID NOT MAKE THE MOSAIC LAW.

16:53-58 – THE PROMISE OF RENEWAL – (THIS IS MESSIANIC)

16:55 – BEFORE SIN THEY WERE PURE

16:59 – THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD IS THE RESULT OF ISRAEL BREAKING THE COVENANT WITH JEHOVAH.  REMEMBER THE FIRST COMMAND “I AM JEHOVAH THY GOD…THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BESIDES ME.”  THEY HAVE VIOLATED THIS BEDROCK STATEMENT OF THE COVENANT.  GOD IS TOTALLY JUSTIFIED IN HIS ACTIONS.

16:60 – THE NEW COVENANT IS THE ETERNAL COVENANT

16:61 – THE GENTILES WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE EVERLASING (NEW) COVENANT

16:63 – ISRAEL WILL LEARN ITS LESSON

CHAPTER 17

17:1-24 – THE ALLEGORY OF THE TWO EAGLES AND THE VINE

17:3 – THE FIRST EAGLE REPRESENTS THE BABYLONIAN KING

17:4 – THE PLANTED TWIGS REPRESENT ISRAEL.  IT WAS PLANTED IN A CITY OF MERCHANTS (BABYLON)

17:5 – NEBUCHADNEZZAR PLANTED THE TWIGS (THE NATION) IN FERTILE SOIL.  HE GAVE IT EVERYTHING IT NEEDED TO BECOME A STRONG VINE

17:7,8 – THE VINE (ISRAEL) TURNED TOWARD ANOTHER EAGLE (EGYPT) AND AWAY FROM THE FIRST EAGLE (BABYLON)

17:9,10 – THE RESULT OF TURNING FROM BABYLON IS THE DESRUCTION OF THE VINE.

17:11-15 – THE PARABLE IS EXPLAINED.  ZEDEKIAH REFUSED TO SUBMIT TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND TURNED TO EGYPT FOR HELP.  FOR THIS NEBUCHADNEZZAR CAME TO JERUSALEM AND DESTROYED THE CITY.
17:16-21 – ZEDEKIAH WILL SUFFER FOR BREAKING THE COVENANT

17:16 – GOD HAD COMMANDED ZEDEKIAH, THROUGH JEREMIAH, TO SUBMIT TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S RULE (JER 27:12-15).  BY REFUSING TO DO SO HE BROUGHT DESTRUCTION ON HIS NATION.

17:18 – ZEDEKIAH IS A COVENANT BREAKER.  EVEN WHEN WE GIVE OUR WORD AND IT WORKS AGAINST US, WE MUST KEEP OUR WORD.  IT IS OUR COVENANT.

17:22-24 – THE GREAT EAGLE WILL REPLANT ISRAEL – ANOTHER PROMISE OF RENEWAL.

17:23 – COMPARE THIS WITH JESUS’ STATEMENT REGARDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN MATTEW 13:31,32.

17:24 – ALL WILL KNOW THAT GOD RULES THE WORLD.

CHAPTER 18

18:1-32 – GOD WILL SAVE (FROM THE COMING DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM) BASED UPON PERSONAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, NOT FAMILIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS.  THE IMMEDIATE CONTEXT OF THESE STATEMENTS IS THE IMPENDING DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR, HOWEVER THEY ARE ETERNAL PRINCIPLES OF JUDGEMENT.

18:2 – APPARENTLY A COMMON PROVERB AMONG THE JEWS.  IT BEGAN IN JERUSALEM (JER 31:29) DURING THE SIEGE UPON THE CITY.
18:5-9 – GOD WILL REWARD THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF AN INDIVIDUAL WITH LIFE

18:10-13 – GOD WILL REWARD THE WICKEDNESS OF AN INDIVIDUAL WITH DEATH

18:14-17 – THE PENALTY OF SIN IS NOT PASSED FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION.

18:21-23 – THE REPENTANCE OF THE WICKED IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD.
18:24 – FORMER RIGHTEOUSNESS DOES NOT GUARANTEE LIFE

18:25-29 – GOD DOES NOT USE A POINT SYSTEM WHERE PEOPLE’S “GOOD” DEEDS CAN OUTWEIGH THEIR “BAD” DEEDS AND EARN THEM LIFE.

18:30-32 – GOD BEGS THE ISRAELITES, AS INDIVIDUALS, TO REPENT SO HE MAY SAVE THEM (AS INDIVIDUALS) FROM THE COMING JUDGEMENT

CHAPTER 19

19:1-14 – A LAMENT FOR THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL

19:2 – THE LIONESS IS THE NATION OF ISRAEL OR JERUSALEM

19:3,4 – THIS IS JEHOAHAZ.  HE WAS RUTHLESS AND VIOLENT.  PHARAOH NECHO CONQUERED HIM AND TOOK HIM TO EGYPT WHERE HE DIED.

19:5-9 – JEHOIACHIN – HE RULED ONLY THREE MONTHS BEFORE NEBUCHADNEZZAR HAD HIM REMOVED AND TAKEN TO BABYLON.

19:10-14 – THE NATION THAT GOD PURPOSED TO ALLOW TO RULE WAS NOW IN EXILE.  IT IS NO LONGER CAPABLE OF RULING AS WAS INTENDED.

CHAPTER 20

20:1-29 – ISRAELITE HISTORY FROM GOD’S VIEW

20:2,3 – GOD REFUSES TO SPEAK WITH THE LEADERS OF THE CAPTIVITY UNTIL THEY REPENT

20:4-7 – GOD FULFILLS HIS OATH TO JACOB BY BRINGING THE PEOPLE OUT OF EGYPT

20:5 – THIS IS THE DAY THAT MOSES RETURNED AND LET THEM KNOW OF JEHOVAH

20:6 – GOD TOOK A COVENANT OATH THAT HE WOULD LEAD THEM OUT OF EGYPT UNDER MOSES

20:7 – APPARENTLY EVEN IN EGYPT, BEFORE THE EXODOUS, GOD, THROUGH MOSES, TOLD THE ISRAELITES TO STOP PRACTICING IDOLATRY.  THIS FACT IS NOT RECORDED IN THE PENTATEUCH.
20:8-12 – THE PEOPLE REBEL AGAINST GOD WHILE STILL IN EGYPT

20:8,9 – EVEN IN EGYPT GOD THOUGHT ABOUT DESTROYING THE HEBREWS, BECAUSE THEY REFUSED TO GIVE UP THEIR IDOLATRY.  HE DID NOT DO SO BECAUSE HE HAD SWORN WITH A COVENANT TO TAKE THEM OUT OF EGYPT.  HE DID NOT WANT TO PROFANE HIS NAME.

20:10-12 – ONCE IN THE WILDERNESS GOD GAVE THE NATION HIS LAW.

20:13-20 – THE NATION REBELS AGAINST GOD IN THE WILDERNESS.

20:13 – THEY REBELLED AGAINST GOD AND HIS LAW ALMOST IMMEDIATELY.

10:14 – GOD DID NOT DESTROY THE NATION BECAUSE OF HIS PROMISE TO TAKE THEM TO A LAND FLOWING WITH MILK AND HONEY.  THIS IS THE OCCASION OF THE GOLDEN CALF AND MOSES INTERCEDING FOR THE NATION. (cf EXO 32:1-14)

20:15 – GOD TOOK ANOTHER COVENANT OATH THAT ALL THOSE WHO HAD SINNED WOULD DIE IN THE WILDERNESS AND NOT ENTER THE PROMISED LAND.

20:21-26 – THE NATION CONTINUED TO REBEL THOUGHOUT ITS HISTORY.
20:21 – THEY WOULD NOT CEASE FROM REBELLION.

20:23 – BECAUSE OF THEIR CONTINUED SIN, JEHOVAH SWORE THAT EXILE AND CAPTIVITY WOULD BE THEIR END.

20:25,26 – GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO COMMITTING HEINOUS, TERRIBLE SINS.  (cf ROMANS 1:18-32) HE DID THIS SO THEY WOULD LEARN THE HORROR OF SIN.

20:27-29 – THEIR REBELLION CONTINUES STILL

20:30,31 – THEREFORE, GOD WILL NOT ALLOW THEM TO SPEAK TO HIM

20:32-38 – GOD WILL NO LONGER ALLOW THEIR REBELLION TO CONTINUE.  IT IS TIME TO PAY FOR THEIR SINFULNESS.

20:39-44 – AFTER THE JUDGEMENT ISRAEL WILL ONCE AGAIN SERVE GOD. (BECAUSE ONLY THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL REMAIN)

20:45-48 – GOD TELLS EZEKIEL TO PROPHESY AGAINST JUDAH

20:46 – ANY ATTACK ON JERUSALEM AND JUDAH WOULD COME FROM THE NORTH (JER 15:14; 17:4,27).  SO EZEKIEL FACES SOUTH (TOWARD JERUSALEM) WHEN GIVING THIS PROPHECY.

20:47 – JUDGEMENT IS ABOUT TO COME.

20:49 – TRUE TO FORM THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL JUST SHRUG OFF WHAT GOD HAS TOLD THEM THROUGH HIS PROPHET.

CHAPTER 21
21:1-32 – BABYLON WILL BE THE EXECUTOR OF THE WRATH OF GOD

21:3 – GOD’S SWORD IS BABYLON

21:4 – BABYLON WILL DESTROY ALL: THE GOOD AND THE EVIL

21:8-10 – BABYLON IS TOTALLY PREPARED TO EXECUTE GOD’S WILL

21:11 – LIKE A SWORD, BABYLON WAS PREPARED TO DO ONE THING – KILL

21:14-17 – BABYLON WILL BE RUTHLESS IN ITS DESTRUCTION

21:18-23 – GOD WILL LEAD NEBUCHADNEZZAR TO JERUSALEM INSTEAD OF AMMON

21:27 – MESSIANIC PROPHECY THAT THE NEXT JEWISH KING WILL BE JESUS

21:28-32 – PROPHECY AGAINST AMMON

21:29 – THE DIVINING OF THE AMMONITE PROPHETS LED THEM TO THINK THAT AMMON WOULD BE SPARED

CHAPTER 22

22:1-31 – THE SINS OF JERUSALEM

22:3-12 – A LISTING OF THE SINS OF JERUSALEM:



1.
MURDER, POSSIBLY REFERRING TO THE SACRIFICE OF CHILDREN (VSS 3,4)



2.
IDOLATRY (VSS 3,4)



3.
THE KINGS HAD ABUSED THEIR POWER TO MURDER (VS 6)



4.
DISRESPECT TO PARENTS (VS 7)



5.
OPPRESSION OF ALIENS, WIDOWS AND ORPHANS (VS 7)



6.
DESECRATING THE SABBATH (VS 8)



7.
SLANDER (VS 9)



8.
EATING FOOD SACRIFICED TO IDOLS (VS 9)



9.
IDOLATROUS FORNICATION (VS 9)



10.
INCESTUOUS FORNICATION (VSS 10,11)



11.
VIOLATION OF CLEANLINESS LAWS (VS 10)



12.
ADULTERY (VS 11)



13.
BRIBERY (VS 12)



14.
USURY – CHARGING HIGH INTEREST ON LOANS (VS 12)



15.
EXTORTION (VS 12)

22:17-22 – THE NATION COMPARED TO SMELTED SILVER

22:17 – DROSS IS THE MELTED “JUNK” ROCK LEFT WHEN A METAL IS PURIFIED.  IN THE CASE OF SILVER, THE SILVER GOES TO THE BOTTOM AND THE DROSS FLOATS TO THE TOP.
22:21 – BLOWING ON A FURNACE MAKES THE FLAME HOTTER

22:23-28 – THE LEADERSHIP OF JERUSALEM HAS LED IT INTO DESTRUCTION THROUGH THEIR ACTIONS.



1.
PRINCES (LEADERS) – STEAL FROM THE NEEDY (VS 25)



2.
PRIESTS – DISREGARD, THEREFORE PROFANE THE LAW OF GOD (VS 26)



3.
OFFICIALS – MURDER PEOPLE TO MAKE MONEY (VS 27)



4.
PROPHETS – COVER OVER THEIR DEEDS WITH LYING PROPHECIES (VS 28)

22:29 – THE COMMON MAN IMITATING THEIR LEADERS COMMIT EXTORTION AND STEAL FROM THE NEEDY (VS 29)

22:30,31 – GOD LOOKED FOR ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN TO SAVE THE NATION.  HE COULD NOT FIND ONE, THE NATION WILL BE DESTROYED FOR ALL ITS SINS

CHAPTER 23

23:1-49 – THE ALLEGORY OF THE ADULTEROUS SISTERS

23:1-4 – THE COMMON HERITAGE OF JUDAH AND SAMARIA

23:5-13 – THE NORTHERN TEN TRIBES ENTERED INTO A MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH ASSYRIA.  THEY ALSO WORSHIPPED ASSYRIA’S GODS.

23:7 – THE NORTHERN TEN TRIBES ENTERED INTO A MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH ASSYRIA.  THEY ALSO WORSHIPPED ASSYRIA’S GODS.

23:9,10 – ASSYRIA (OHOLAH’S LOVER) TURNED ON HER AND DESTROYED HER.

23:11-13 – JERUSALEM (OHOLIBAH) ALSO ENTERED INTO AN ALLIANCE WITH ASSYRIA.  SHE WAS ALSO ATTACKED BY ASSYRIA.

23:14-21 – OHOLIBAH (JERUSALEM) DID NOT LEARN HER LESSON.  INSTEAD SHE WENT AFTER BABYLON

23:16 – JUDAH ENTERED AN ALLIANCE WITH BABYLON.

23:17 – EVENTUALLY JUDAH TIRED OF BABYLON AND TURNED TO EGYPT.  GOD, HOWEVER, REQUIRED HER TO FULFILL HER COVENANT WITH BABYLON BY CONTINUING TO SUBMIT TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

23:22-27 – JERUSALEM WILL BE DESTROYED FOR REJECTING BABYLON.

23:27 – THE JUDGEMENT BY GOD, THROUGH BABYLON, WILL STOP THE JEWS’ DESIRE TO COMMIT ADULTERY.

23:28-34 – JUDAH WILL SUFFER THE SAME FATE AS HER SISTER

23:32 – THE CUP OF GOD’S WRATH – THIS FIGURE IS PICKED UP IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 14:10

23:40-45 – JUDAH WOOED THE NATIONS

23:46-49 – JUDAH WILL BE DESTROYED BY THOSE SHE WOOED.

CHAPTER 24

24:1-14 – GOD IS PREPARING THE MEAL THAT WILL BE JERUSALEM’S DESTRUCTION

24:1 – 9TH YEAR, 10TH MONTH, 10TH DAY – JANUARY 15, 588 B.C.  THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM BEGAN.

24:3 – JERUSALEM IS THE POT

24:4 – THE PIECES OF MEAT ARE THE JEWS IN JERUSALEM

24:6 – THE POT IS FILTHY BEYOND CLEANING – JERUSALEM’S SIN CAN NOT BE CLEANED

24:10,11 – THE SIEGE SHALL BE EXTREMELY HARSH AND DESTRUCTION COMPLETE

24:13 – THE SIEGE WILL CONTINUE UNTIL ALL THE EVIL HAS BEEN REMOVED FROM JERUSALEM

24:14 – GOD WILL NOT HOLD BACK.  JERUSALEM WILL SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF ALL ITS SIN.

24:15-27 – THE DEATH OF EZEKIEL’S WIFE – AN ALLEGORY FOR THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

24:16 – DO WE HAVE THIS TYPE OF FAITH.  TO BE TOLD BEFOREHAND BY GOD THAT HE IS GOING TO TAKE OUR WIFE AS AN ALLEGORY.

24:16,17 – EZEKIEL IS NOT TO OUTWARDLY MOURN HIS WIFE’S DEATH.

24:20-24 – THOSE OF THE CAPTIVITY ARE TOLD THEY CAN NOT MOURN THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM.  THE CITY DESERVED TO BE DESTROYED.

24:27 – WHEN EZEKIEL RECEIVES WORD THAT JERUSALEM HAS BEEN DESTROYED, HIS MUTENESS WILL BE TAKEN AWAY.  THIS WILL BE A SIGN TO THE JEWS THAT JEHOVAH IS GOD.

CHAPTER 25

25:1-7 – PROPHECY AGAINST AMMON
25:3 – THE AMMONITES GLOATED WHEN JERUSALEM FELL.  THEY SHOULD HAVE MOURNED THE CAPTURE OF THEIR KIN (THEY ARE THE DESCENDANTS OF LOT – GEN 19:38)

25:4 – THEY WILL BE CONQUERED BY BABYLON AND TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

25:9-11 – PROPHECY AGAINST MOAB
25:8 – THEY ALSO GLORIED IN THE FACT THAT JUDAH WAS GOING INTO CAPTIVITY.  THEY, LIKE THE MOABITES, WERE RELATED TO THE ISRAELITES THROUGH LOT, THE NEPHEW OF ABRAHAM (GEN19:37)

25:10 – THEY WILL ALSO GO INTO BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY

25:12-14 – PROPHECY AGAINST EDOM
25:12 – THIS RELATES TO WHEN JUDAH WAS ATTACKED BY ASSYRIA ABOUT 150 YEARS BEFORE.  THE EDOMITES ARRESTED THE FLEEING JEWS AND SOLD THEM INTO ASSYRIAN SLAVERY.  (cf OBADIAH)

25:14 – EDOM WILL BE DESTROYED BY THE BABYLONIANS

25:15-17 – PROPHECY AGAINST PHILISTIA
25:15 – THE PHILISTIANS DID SOMETHING AGAINST JUDAH THAT GOD IS HOLDING THEM RESPONSIBLE FOR
25:17 – GOD WILL USE THE BABYLONIANS TO JUDGE THE PHILISTIANS

CHAPTER 26

26:1-28:19 – PROPHECY AGAINST TYRE

26:1-21 – PROPHECY AGAINST THE CITY OF TYRE

26:1 – 11TH YEAR, 1ST DAY – THE MONTH IS NOT INCLUDED.  HOWEVER THE JEWISH YEAR RAN FROM APRIL 23, 587 B.C. TO APRIL 13, 586 B.C.  HOWEVER, FROM VERSE 2, WE KNOW THAT IT WAS AFTER JERUSALEM WAS DESTROYED.  THIS OCCURRED ON AUG 14, 586 B.C. (2 KINGS 25:8).  THEREFORE, THIS MUST BE IN THE LATER PART OF THE YEAR.

26:2 – TYRE HOPED TO GAIN FINANCIALLY FROM THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

26:3-5 – TYRE WAS ON AN ISLAND IN A HARBOR.  THIS IS WHY GOD HAS USED THE METAPHOR OF WAVES, A BARE ROCK AND “OUT IN THE SEA.”

26:7 – THIS IS THE FIRST MENTION OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR IN EZEKIEL.  NEBUCHADNEZZAR SIEGED THE CITY OF TYRE FOR 15 YEARS.

26:8,9 – HISTORY RECORDS THAT ALEXANDER THE GREAT BUILT A DIRT CAUSEWAY FROM THE MAINLAND TO THE ISLAND THAT TYRE WAS ON.
26:12 – TYRE WAS THE CAPITAL OF PHOENICIA.  AS SUCH IT WAS THE MERCHANDISE CAPITAL OF THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD.  THE PHOENICIANS WERE THE BEST SAILORS IN THE WORLD.  THEY WERE THE FIRST TO GO THROUGH THE STRAITS OF GIBRALTAR AND INTO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN.  CARTHAGE, WAS ORIGINALLY A CITY, FOUNDED BY THE PHOENICIANS AS A “TRADING POST” FOR NORTHERN AFRICA AND THE WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN AREA.

26:16 – TYRE WAS VIEWED AS BEING UNCONQUERABLE BECAUSE OF ITS GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION.  THESE OTHER KINGS NOW REALIZE HOW FORMIDABLE THE BABYLONIANS ARE.

26:19-21 – WITH THE DESTRUCTION OF TYRE BY ALEXANDER THE GREAT, TYRE WAS DESTROYED.  TO THIS DAY, IT HAS NEVER BEEN REBUILT.

CHAPTER 27

27:1-36 – A LAMENT OVER THE CITY OF TYRE

27:3 – TYRE WAS A PROUD CITY

27:4-9 – THEIR VESSELS OF TRADE WERE UNEQUALED IN THE WORLD

27:10,11 – THEY HAD THE FINEST ARMY MONEY COULD BUY

27:12-24 – TYRE WAS THE CENTER OF TRADE FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION AND BEYOND

27:12 – TARSHISH IS ON THE SOUTH COAST OF SPAIN

27:25-29 – HER GLORY AND PRIDE WILL BE TAKEN FROM HER

27:30-36 – TYRE’S DESTRUCTION WILL BE MOURNED AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD.

CHAPTER 28

28:2 – THE KING OF TYRE CLAIMED TO BE GOD.  THAT CAN BE BAD FOR YOUR HEALTH.  JUST ASK NEBUCHADNEZZAR (cf. DAN 4)

28:3-5 – HE WAS EXCEEDINGLY WISE.  HOWEVER, HE USED HIS WISDOM ONLY TO FIND NEW WAYS TO MAKE MONEY

28:7 – THE FOREIGNERS WERE NEBUCHADNEZZAR AND ALEXANDER THE GREAT

28:12 – THIS MUST HAVE BEEN A VERY GREAT MAN FOR GOD TO SPEAK OF HIM IN SUCH GLOWING TERMS.

28:16-19 – AS GREAT AS THE MAN WAS, THE FALL WAS SO MUCH THE GREATER.

28:20-26 – PROPHECY AGAINST SIDON
28:24 – SIDON IS JUDGED BY GOD FOR THE MALICIOUS WAY IT TREATED ISRAEL.

28:23 – SIDON WILL BE ATTACKED BY NEBUCHADNEZZAR

28:25,26 – WHEN GOD RESTORES ISRAEL, THEY WILL PUNISH SIDON

CHAPTER 29
29:1-30:26 – PROPHECY AGAINST EGYPT

29:1 – 10TH YEAR, 10TH MONTH, 12TH DAY – JANUARY 7, 586 B.C.

29:2 – THE PHARAOH AT THIS TIME WAS HOPHRA

29:3 – GREAT MONSTER = THE CROCODILE

29:6 – A STAFF OF REED = A WEAK, BRITTLE HELP.  HE DIVERTED THE BABYLONIANS FROM THE SIEGE ON JERUSALEM FOR A WHILE, BUT WAS OF NO PERMANENT HELP TO JERUSALEM.

29:8 – THE BABYLONIANS ARE THE SWORD THAT GOD IS BRINGING

29:9 – THE IDEA THAT PHARAOH “MADE” THE NILE IS A CLAIM TO GODHOOD.  ONLY GOD HAS THE CREATIVE POWER TO CREATE THAT RIVER.

29:11,12 – AN INCOMPLETE JUDGEMENT.  UNLIKE MANY NATIONS THAT BABYLON LEFT UTTERLY DESTROYED.
29:13-16 – EGYPT WILL BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE TO EXIST AS AN EVERLASTING REMINDER TO THE JEWS OF THE SIN THEY HAD COMMITTED AGAINST JEHOVAH.

29:17 – 27TH YEAR, 1ST MONTH, 1ST DAY- APRIL 26, 571 B.C.  THIS IS SLIGHTLY MORE THAN 15 YEARS AFTER 26:1 AND GOD’S PROPHECY THAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR WOULD SIEGE TYRE

29:17-21 – THIS IS INCLUDED HERE, OUT OF CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER, BECAUSE OF THE SUBJECT MATTER – EGYPT.  THIS TEXT IS ACTUALLY INTERJECTED BEFORE VERSE 21.  VERSE 21 MUST GO WITH THE PROPHECY OF 21:1-16 BECAUSE IT MAKES DIRECT REFERENCE TO EZEKIEL’S STILL BEING MUTE.  HIS MUTENESS WAS REMOVED ON THE 12TH YEAR, 10TH MONTH, 5TH DAY – JANUARY 8, 585 B.C.  ACCORDING TO EZEKIEL 33:21 – THAT WOULD BE 14 ½ YEARS BEFORE 29:17-21

29:20 – GOD WILL ALLOW NEBUCHADNEZZAR TO PLUNDER EGYPT TO PAY HIS TROOPS FOR THEIR SIEGE OF TYRE.  THIS SHOWS THAT JEHOVAH GOD GIVES THE KINGDOMS OF MEN TO WHOMEVER HE WILLS.

CHAPTER 30

30:1-19 – A LAMENT FOR EGYPT

30:5 – THOSE THAT HAD A MILITARY ALLIANCE WITH EGYPT WILL DIE WHEN THEY COME TO EGYPT’S DEFENSE.  “THOSE OF THE COVENANT LAND” ARE JEWS THAT WERE LIVING IN EGYPT.

30:13 – TO DESTROY THE GODS OF A NATION IS TO RENDER THEM POWERLESS.  IT DEMONSTRATES THAT YOUR GODS ARE MORE POWERFUL

30:13-19 – THE CITIES OF EGYPT WILL BE DESTROYED
30:20-26 – GOD TELLS EZEKIEL THAT PHARAOH AND EGYPT HAVE BEEN CONQUERED.

30:20 – 11TH YEAR, 1ST MONTH, 7TH DAY – APRIL 29, 587 B.C.

30:21 – PHARAOH’S ARM WILL BE WEAK FOREVER

30:23 – EGYPTIANS WILL BE TAKEN CAPTIVE

30:24 – GOD WILL BLESS THE BABYLONIANS

CHAPTER 31

31:1-18 – THE MAJESTY OF ASSYRIA – AN ALLEGORY FOR PHARAOH

31:1 – 11TH YEAR, 3RD MONTH, 1ST DAY – JUNE 21, 587 B.C.

31:3-9 – ASSYRIA WAS ONCE A KINGDOM WITHOUT PEER.

31:10 – ASSYRIA BECAME PROUD

31:11 – THE RULER OF THE NATIONS IS BABYLON

31:12 – THE FALL OF ASSYRIA HAD EARTH SHATTERING IMPLICATIONS

31:14 – ALL NATIONS FALL EVENTUALLY

31:16 – THE OTHER NATIONS WERE CONSOLED BECAUSE THEIR PERSECUTOR HAD BEEN DESTROYED.

31:18 – EGYPT ALSO WILL GO THE WAY OF ASSYRIA.  IT TOO WILL FALL.  THE SWORD OF BABYLON WILL DESTROY EGYPT.

CHAPTER 32

32:1-16 – A LAMENT FOR PHARAOH

32:1 – 12TH YEAR, 12TH MONTH, 1ST DAY – MARCH 3, 585 B.C.

32:3 – THE GREAT THRONG WAS BABYLON AND ITS MERCENARY ARMY

32:6 – THE DEATH COUNT WILL BE VERY HIGH.  THE GROUND WILL BE DRENCHED WITH BLOOD

32:7,8 – THESE ARE SYMBOLS OF DIVINE JUDGEMENT.  THESE METAPHORS ARE USED CONSISTENTLY THROUGHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT TO INDICATE DIVINE JUDGEMENT HAS TAKEN PLACE.

32:10 – OTHER KINGS WILL THINK “WELL, IF BABYLON CAN DEFEAT EGYPT, I AM IN DEEP TROUBLE.”

32:17-32 – A ROLL CALL OF THOSE THAT BABYLON HAS DISPATCHED TO THE GRAVE



1.
EGYPT (VSS 18-21)


2.
ASSYRIA (VSS 22,23)



3.
ELAM (EVV 24,25)



4.
MESHECH AND TUBAL (VSS 26,27)



5.
EDOM (VS 29)



6.
SIDON (VS 30)

32:17 – 12TH YEAR, 15TH DAY, NO MONTH IS INDICATED.  QUITE POSSIBLY, JUST 14 DAYS AFTER EZEKIEL WAS GIVEN THE LAMENT

CHAPTER 33

33:1-20 – PARABLES OF THE WATCHMAN

33:1-4 – THE ROLE OF THE WATCHMAN IS TO WARN THE PEOPLE OF ATTACK

33:5 – IF PEOPLE ARE WARNED AND DIE, THAT IS THEIR FAULT.  THE WATCHMAN HAS DONE HIS JOB.

33:6 – IF PEOPLE ARE NOT WARNED AND DIE, THAT IS THE WATCHMAN’S FAULT.  HE HAS NOT DONE HIS JOB.

33:7 – EZEKIEL COMMISSIONED TO BE A WATCHMAN.

33:10,11 – EZEKIEL TO EXPLAIN THAT THE WICKED CAN BE SAVED.  GOD DOES NOT DELIGHT IN THE DESTRUCTION OF THE WICKED.  HE WILL ACCEPT THEIR REPENTANCE.

33:12-16 – EZEKIEL IS TO TEACH THAT PERSONAL RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE ONLY THING THAT CAN SAVE THE INDIVIDUAL

33:17-20 – GOD SAYS THAT THE SYSTEM IN USE BY THE JEWS, THAT BEING A SCORECARD OF RIGHTS AND WRONGS IS NOT JUST.

33:21-33 – THE CAPTIVES ARE TOLD OF JERUSALEM’S DESTRUCTION

33:21,22 – 12TH YEAR, 10TH MONTH, 5TH DAY – JANUARY 8, 585 B.C.  THIS WAS FIVE MONTHS AFTER THE BURNING OF THE TEMPLE.  WITH THE RECEPTION OF THIS NEWS EZEKIEL’S MINISTRY SWITCHED FROM ONE OF DOOM AND JUDGEMENT TO ONE OF CONSOLATION AND HOPE.  GOD SAW FIT THAT HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO SPEAK NOW.
33:23 – EZEKIEL SPEAKS TO THOSE STILL IN THE LAND OF JUDAH

33:23-26 – THEY ARE CONTINUING THEIR SAME IDOLATROUS PRACTICES.  GOD WILL NOT REWARD THEIR IDOLATRY BY ALLOWING THEM TO HAVE THE LAND

33:27-29 – GOD WILL DESTROY THOSE STILL IN THE LAND THAT ARE WICKED.  THEY WILL NOT ESCAPE.  HE WILL USE HIS FOUR SORE JUDGEMENTS (EZE 14) TO DESTROY THEM.

33:30-32 – EZEKIEL HAS BECOME SOME SORT OF A FREAKISH SIDESHOW TO THOSE THAT ARE IN CAPTIVITY.  THEY MOCK HIM.

33:33 – WHEN GOD DESTROYS THOSE STILL LEFT IN THE LAND AND THERE IS NO REMNANT OF JUDAH LEFT IN THE PROMISED LAND, THEN THE JEWS IN CAPTIVITY WILL HAVE TO ADMIT THAT EZEKIEL WAS INDEED A PROPHET OF GOD.

CHAPTER 34

34:1-31 – THE SHEPHERDS AND SHEEP OF ISRAEL

34:1-6 – SINS OF THE SHEPHERDS OF ISRAEL



1.
THEY WERE SELF-CENTERED (VS 2)



2.
THEY WERE MATERIALISTIC (VS 3)



3.
THEIR RULE WAS BRUTAL AND WITHOUT PITY (VS 4)


THE RESULT OF THIS IS THAT THE PEOPLE OF GOD, THE NATION,


SUFFERED BECAUSE IT LACKED LEADERSHIP.  THEY ENDED UP DOING


THINGS THAT THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN TAUGHT WERE WRONG.

34:6 – BECAUSE OF THE ACTIONS OF THE SHEPHERDS (LEADERS) THE SHEEP (ISRAEL) WERE NOW SCATTERED THROUGH THE WHOLE WORLD (THEY ARE IN CAPTIVITY).

34:7-10 – GOD WILL REMOVE THE LEADERS OF ISRAEL BECAUSE THEY DID NOT PROPERLY EXECUTE THE RESPONSIBILITY GIVEN TO THEM.

34:10 – THE FLOCK WILL NO LONGER BE FOOD FOR THE SHEPHERDS.  THE LEADERSHIP ITSELF WAS DESTROYING THE FLOCK (cf ACTS 20:28-31)

34:11-24 – JEHOVAH WILL BE THEIR SHEPHERD. (cf JOHN 10:1-21)
34:12 – A DAY OF CLOUDS AND DARKNESS.  THIS REPRESENTS A DAY OF JUDGEMENT.

34:17-19 – MUST ISRAEL BE SO DESTRUCTIVE

34:25-31 – THERE WILL BE A NEW COVENANT – ONE OF PEACE – BETWEEN GOD AND THE NATION

CHAPTER 35

35:1-15 – A PROPHECY AGAINST EDOM

35:1 – MOUNT SEIR – A MOUNTAIN IN EDOM

35:5 – DURING THE ASSYRIAN CONQUEST OF PALESTINE THE EDOMITES WOULD NOT ALLOW THE ISRAELITES TO ESCAPE.  THE MAJOR TRADE ROUTE TYING EGYPT AND BABYLON, RAN THROUGH EDOM.  THEY WOULD NOT ALLOW THE ISRAELITES TO PASS AND SOLD THEM AS SLAVES TO THE ASSYRIANS

35:9 – LIKE BABYLON, EDOM IS TO BE DESTROYED NEVER TO BE INHABITED AGAIN.

35:10 – EDOM THOUGHT THAT ONCE ISRAEL AND JUDAH WERE IN CAPTIVITY THAT THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE OVER THEIR LAND.

CHAPTER 36

36:1-38 – A PROPHECY TO THE LAND OF THE INHERITANCE

36:1-7 – THE LAND HAS BEEN RAVAGED

36:2 – THE ENEMIES OF GOD’S PEOPLE GLORIED IN THE FACT THAT THEY HAD THE LAND OF PALESTINE

36:5 – GOD WILL DESTROY THE NATIONS FOR THE DESTRUCTION THAT THEY HAVE BROUGHT UPON THE LAND OF PROMISE.

36:7 – GOD IS ENTERING A COVENANT OATH WITH THE LAND.  HE IS PROMISING THAT THE ONES THAT PLUNDERED THE LAND WILL BE DESTROYED.

36:8-12 – IN THE FUTURE THE LAND WILL BE BLESSED AS NEVER BEFORE.

36:11 – IT WILL BE MORE PROSPEROUS THAN BEFORE.

36:13-15 – PEOPLE HAD COME TO BELIEVE THAT THE LAND ITSELF WAS CURSED.  THEY THOUGHT NO ONE COULD LIVE ON IT WITHOUT BEING DESTROYED.  THE JEWS HAD DESTROYED THE CANAANITES AND NOW THE JEWS WERE BEING DESTROYED.
36:16-21 – GOD WAS PROFANED BECAUSE ISRAEL WAS DESTROYED.

36:17-19 – THE JEWS ACTIONS LEFT GOD NO CHOICE BUT TO INVOKE THE COVENANT CURSE OF EXILE AND CAPTIVITY.

36:20,21 – HOWEVER THIS MADE IT LOOK TO THE NATIONS LIKE JEHOVAH GOD, THE GOD OF CANAAN, WAS IMPOTENT AND UNABLE TO SAVE HIS PEOPLE AND HIS LAND FROM THE ASSYRIAN AND BABYLONIAN NO-GODS.
36:22,23 – JEHOVAH WILL RESTORE THE JEWS, NOT BECAUSE OF ANY RIGHTEOUSNESS ON THEIR PART, BUT FOR THE SAKE OF HIS NAME.

36:24-38 – ONCE AGAIN, HERE IS THE PROMISE OF NATIONAL RENEWAL.  IT HAS ITS PARTIAL FULFILLMENT IN THE RETURN FROM EXILE AND ITS ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT IN CHRIST AND THE CHURCH.

CHAPTER 37
37:1-14 – THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES

37:11 – THE ISRAELITES QUICKLY CAME TO THINK OF THEIR CAPTIVITY AS A HOPELESS SITUATION.  THEY DID NOT HAVE GOD, THE TEMPLE, THE SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM, THE LAW.  EVERYTHING THAT MADE THEM UNIQUE AS GOD’S CHILDREN WAS TAKEN FROM THEM.

37:15-28 – THE TWO STICKS

37:16 – NOTICE THAT THESE STICKS REPRESENT TWO NATIONS.  THE MORMONS USE THIS PASSAGE TO TEACH THE GOD HAS TWO BOOKS.  THE CONTEXT OF THIS PASSAGE IS NATIONAL RENEWAL, NOT BOOKS.

37:22 – AGAIN NOTICE THAT GOD SAYS HE WILL MAKE ISRAEL AND JUDAH ONE NATION AGAIN.  THEY WILL NO LONGER BE TWO NATIONS BUT ONE NATION.

37:24 – THIS IS REFERRING TO THE GOOD SHEPHERD, JESUS (JOHN 10).  HE IS THE DESCENDENT OF DAVID (ACTS 2:25-32)

37:26 – GOD WILL MAKE A NEW COVENANT, A COVENANT OF PEACE WITH THEM.  (cf HEB 8:7-13)

CHAPTER 38

38:1-39:29 – THE PROPHESY AGAINST GOG

38:1 – THERE IS NO HISTORICAL CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING WHO “GOG” IS.  MAGOG WAS ONE OF THE SONS OF JAPHETH (THOSE THAT SETTLED EUROPE, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA, ETC.).  GOG DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE A REAL PERSON SO MUCH AS A SYMBOL.  HERE AND IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION, “GOG” STANDS FOR THE ENEMY OF GOD’S PEOPLE IN THE FUTURE.

38:3 – JEHOVAH IS AGAINST GOG.

38:4 – JEHOVAH WILL CONQUER GOG AND THE GREAT ARMY THAT HE HAS ASSEMBLED.



1.
PERSIA – EAST OF PALESTINE



2.
CUSH (ETHIOPIA) – SOUTHWEST OF PALESTINE



3.
PUT (LIBYA) – FAR TO THE WEST OF PALESTINE



4.
GOMER – NORTH OF PALESTINE (BLACK SEA AREA)

38:8 – THIS FORMIDABLE ARMY WILL ATTACK ISRAEL

38:10-13 – GOG WILL DECIDE TO ATTACK ISRAEL

38:11 – THESE CITIES HAVE NO WALLS.  WALLS ARE FOR PROTECTION.  THEIR PROTECTION IS THE LORD.

38:14-16 – JEHOVAH HAS SET A TRAP

38:16 – I WILL BRING YOU AGAINST MY LAND.  GOD IS IN CONTROL OF THE SITUATION.  HE KNOWS HOW GOG THINKS.

38:17-23 – ISRAEL WILL NOT HAVE TO FIGHT.  GOD WILL FIGHT FOR IT.

38:17 – SINCE THERE ARE NO SPECIFIC PROPHECIES IN ANY OTHER OLD TESTAMENT BOOK REGARDING “GOG.”  WE MUST ASSUME THAT EZEKIEL IS SPEAKING OF THE FOLLOWING PRINCIPLE:




IF THE NATION OF ISRAEL WAS FAITHFUL TO GOD THEN THEY WOULD NEVER BE DEFEATED IN BATTLE, BECAUSE GOD WOULD FIGHT THEIR BATTLES FOR THEM.  THEIR ENEMIES WOULD BE VANQUISHED.



THIS PRINCIPLE IS TAUGHT THROUGHOUT DEUTERONOMY AND THE PROPHETIC BOOKS.

CHAPTER 39

39:1-6 – THE BATTLE IS OVER

39:4 – THE MIGHTY ARMY OF GOG IS DEFEATED IN ONE VERSE.  THEY COME AND GOD DESTROYS THEM.  SO MUCH FOR THE ENEMIES OF GOD’S PEOPLE.

39:7,8 – GOD WILL REDEEM HIS NAME.

39:9,10 – SO MANY DIED THAT IT WILL TAKE ISRAEL 7 YEARS TO BURN ALL OF THE SHIELDS AND WEAPONS OF THE DEAD.
39:11,12 – THE MOUND THAT WILL COVER THE BODIES OF ALL OF THE DEAD OF GOG’S ARMY IS SO LARGE THAT IT WILL BLOCK THE ROAD TO CARMEL.  SO MANY WILL DIE THE BURIAL WILL TAKE 7 MONTHS.

39:17-20 – SCAVENGERS WILL HAVE A FEAST, THERE ARE SO MANY DEAD

39:23 – THE DESTRUCTION OF GOG WILL SHOW THE NATIONS THAT ISRAEL DID NOT GO INTO CAPTIVITY BECAUSE JEHOVAH WAS TOO WEAK TO SAVE THEM.  THEY WENT INTO CAPTIVITY BECAUSE JEHOVAH WAS JUDGING THEM FOR THEIR SINS.

CHAPTERS 40-48

40:1-43:17 – THE TEMPLE OF RESTORED ISRAEL – THIS VISION OF THE TEMPLE WAS ONLY GIVEN TO EZEKIEL TO IMPRESS ON THE NATION THE GLORY OF ITS RESTORATION.  THE PEOPLE OF ISREAL MUST HAVE REALIZED ITS SYMBOLIC NATURE FOR THEY DID NOT BUILD THIS TEMPLE WHEN THEY RETURNED AFTER THE CAPTIVITY.  THE TEMPLE THAT EZEKIEL SEES HERE FAR SURPASSES THE TEMPLE BUILT BY SOLOMON.  HOWEVER, THE TEMPLE BUILT BY ZERUBBABEL WAS FAR INFERIOR TO THE TEMPLE OF SOLOMON (EZRA 3:10-13).
40:1 – THE 25TH YEAR, BEGINNING OF THE YEAR (ROSH HASHANAH), THE 10TH DAY – APRIL 28, 573 B.C.  THIS WAS 14 YEARS AFTER JERUSALEM FELL.

40:3 – MEASURING ROD – cf REV 11:1; 21:15

40:5 – A LONG CUBIT = 20.5 INCHES = 52 CENTIMETERS

43:2 – GOD’S GLORY WAS COMING “FROM THE EAST.”  THIS IS THE DIRECTION THAT BABYLON IS FROM JERUSALEM.  GOD HAD LOVED HIS PEOPLE ENOUGH TO BE WITH THEM IN EXILE.  EZEKIEL, IN ANOTHER VISION (11:23) HAD SEEN THE GLORY OF GOD LEAVING THE TEMPLE

43:12 – THE LAW FOR EZEKIEL’S TEMPLE IS THAT THE LAND THE TEMPLE IS ON WILL BE HOLY

43:18-44:31 – RITUALS OF THE RESTORED TEMPLE

44:2 – GOD’S ENTERING THIS GATE MADE IT HOLY GROUND.  THEREFORE, IT COULD NOT BE TREAD UPON BY COMMON MAN.

45:1-8 – THE LAYOUT OF THE RESTORED JERUSALEM AND TEMPLE PLOT

45:9-12 – A WARNING TO THE LEADERS OF RESTORED ISRAEL

45:13-16:24 – THE OFFERINGS AND HOLY DAYS OF THE RESTORED ISRAEL

47:1-12 – THE RIVER OF LIFE PROCEEDING FROM THE TEMPLE (cf GEN 2:10 & REV 22:1,2)

47:8 – THE WATER FROM THE TEMPLE RIVER MAKES THE DEAD SEA SPRING TO LIFE.

47:13-48:29 – THE BOUNDARIES AND DIVISION OF THE RESTORED ISRAEL

48:30-35 – THE GATES OF THE CITY
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