A Study of the Ramifications of the Incarnation of Jesus
by James R. Gordon


I. The Nature of God

John 4:24

"God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

This spirit (God) possesses certain attributes which are unique to God. The spirit, which is God, is:

Unbounded by Space - (Omnipresent):
1 Kings 8:27
"But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!

Psalms 139:7-10

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? (8) If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. (9) If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, (10) even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

Jeremiah 23:23-24

"Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away? (24) Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I fill heaven and earth?" declares the LORD.

Isaiah 66:1
This is what the LORD says: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?

Unbounded in knowledge - (Omniscient):
Psalms 147:5
Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.

Isaiah 40:28

Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

Psalms 139:1-6

O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. (2) You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. (3) You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. (4) Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. (5) You hem me in--behind and before; you have laid your hand upon me. (6) Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.

Romans 11:33-36

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! (34) "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" (35) "Who has ever given to God, that God  should repay him?" (36) For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.

Unbounded in power - (Omnipotent):

Ephesians 3:20  

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,

Gen 17:1
And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

Exo 6:3

and I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as God Almighty; but by my name Jehovah I was not known to them.

Exo 9:16

but in very deed for this cause have I made thee to stand, to show thee my power, and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth.

Psalm 147:5

Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite

Isa 40:25, 26

25To whom then will ye liken me, that I should be equal to him? saith the Holy One. 26Lift up your eyes on high, and see who hath created these, that bringeth out their host by number; he calleth them all by name; by the greatness of his might, and for that he is strong in power, not one is lacking.

Jer 32:17
Ah Lord Jehovah! behold, thou hast made the heavens and the earth by thy great power and by thine outstretched arm; there is nothing too hard for thee,

Unbounded in Moral Purity (Holy)

Lev 19:2
Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy; for I Jehovah your God am holy.

Lev 20:26
And ye shall be holy unto me: for I, Jehovah, am holy, and have set you apart from the peoples, that ye should be mine.

Psalm 22:3
But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.

Psalm 99:2, 3
2Jehovah is great in Zion; And he is high above all the peoples. 3Let them praise thy great and terrible name: Holy is he.

Isa 43:15
I am Jehovah, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.

1 Pet 1:15, 16

15but like as he who called you is holy, be ye yourselves also holy in all manner of living; 16because it is written, Ye shall be holy; for I am holy.

James 1:13
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempteth no man

Unbounded by Time (Eternal)

Gen 21:33

And Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of Jehovah, the Everlasting God.
1 Chron 16:36

Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, From everlasting even to everlasting. And all the people said, Amen, and praised Jehovah.

Neh 9:5

Stand up and bless Jehovah your God from everlasting to everlasting;

Psalm 90:1, 2

1Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place In all generations. 2Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.

Isa 40:28

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard? The everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary; there is no searching of his understanding.

Rom 16:25, 26

25Now to him that is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which hath been kept in silence through times eternal, 26but now is manifested, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, is made known unto all the nations unto obedience of faith

The above attributes of the spirit, which is “Deity” or “God” are those which are germane to our continued study.  Other characteristics of God such as love, justice, mercy, etc. are probably more properly called “characteristics” of God.   “Characteristics” of God, man is capable of possessing to one extent or another: We can love; We can be just; We can have mercy, etc.  It is the “attributes” of the spirit of God studied above the separates God’s “spirit” from the spirit of man.

II. The Pre-Incarnate Nature of Jesus

Scripture teaches that Jesus is God

Isa 9:14,15

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

This prophecy (which is however never quoted in the new testament) teaches that Jesus is Omnipotent - MIGHTY God and that he is eternal - EVERLASTING Father

Isa 11:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel

Matthew 1:22, 23

22Now all this is come to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, 23Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, And they shall call his name Immanuel; which is, being interpreted, God with us.

This prophecy from Isaiah, Matthew indicates is fulfilled in Jesus.  Matthew also indicates that the name Immanuel means “GOD” with us.
John 1:1, 2, 14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2The same was in the beginning with God . . . And the Word became flesh.

John teaches us that Jesus (“the Word”) was “God”. Also, that Jesus existed - i.e. “was” already in “the beginning”.  This indicates the eternality of Jesus.

There is no doubt that Scripture indicates that Jesus, was God and had all of the attributes of Deity (God) prior to his incarnation.  He was omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, holy and eternal.  It is not now, nor has it ever been my teaching that Jesus was not God.  The question is not “Is Jesus God ?”  The answer to that question MUST be  resoundingly answered “Yes”.  The question is “What was, and is, the effect of the incarnation of Jesus upon his remaining ‘equal with God’ ?”  To properly answer this question we must study what scripture teaches us regarding the incarnate and resurrected Jesus.

III The Incarnate Nature of Christ

Philippians 2:5-7

5Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men

The question surrounding the incarnate nature of Jesus revolves around the question - What is the Holy Spirit, through Paul, communicating to us when he states that Jesus “emptied” himself in this verse ?

There can be no doubt that this section of scripture states quite clearly that Jesus and the Father (“God” in this verse) shared “equality” prior to Jesus’ incarnation.  It also teaches that  Jesus did not continue to “grasp” or “hold onto” that “equality”, but “emptied himself.”

The Greek word translated “emptied”, is a middle form of the word “kenow” which means “to make himself empty”. 

Question: What is it that Jesus, emptied himself of ? What is the only thing spoken of in the verse which he “grasped” previously, but “counted not” worthy to be “grasped” ?

The verse is clear: It is equality with God which Jesus “grasped” and it is equality with God of which Jesus “emptied” himself.

Now let us see if this conclusion squares with the teaching of the rest of scripture.

Scripture teaches that, while Jesus was in the flesh:

Jesus was not omnipresent while in the flesh:

Luke 2:43, 44

43and when they had fulfilled the days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and his parents knew it not; 44but supposing him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey; and they sought for him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance

Luke 2:48, 49

48And when they saw him, they were astonished; and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I sought thee sorrowing. 49And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? knew ye not that I must be in my Father’s house?

Matt 26:55

In that hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a robber with swords and staves to seize me? I sat daily in the temple teaching, and ye took me not.

John 10:22

And it was the feast of the dedication at Jerusalem: 23it was winter; and Jesus was walking in the temple in Solomon’s porch.

All of the above verses indicate that Jesus was not omnipresent while in the flesh:

A. He had to be “sought for”, because he was not “omnipresent”. 

(cf. Acts 17:28 re “God” - “in Him we live, and move, and have our being”).

B. Jesus himself understood that he occupied a single location - “knew ye not 

that I must be in my Father’s house?” On another occasion Jesus says

he “sat daily in the Temple”

C.  Also, consider Jesus was “laid in a manger (Luke 2:7)” and was crucified on 

“the cross (John 19:31)” - all these statements demand location and 

argue against “omnipresence”

We are therefore driven to conclude that Jesus was not omnipresent while 

in the flesh. This is one attribute of God which scripture teaches Jesus 

“emptied” himself of at the time of his incarnation

Jesus was not omniscient in the flesh:

Heb 2:10

For it became him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect through sufferings

Heb 5:8

. . . though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered . . .

Mark 13:30-32
30Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, until all these things be accomplished. 31Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away. 32But of that day or that hour knoweth no one, not even the angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.

The word “omniscient” means “to know everything”.  Everything is just that, everything.  Here are three scriptures that indicate that Jesus did not know everything, and therefore, by definition was not omniscient.

A.  The first verse, Hebrews 2:10  says that Jesus was “made perfect” by the things that he suffered. But if Jesus was omniscient, he could not have been “perfected” for he would already have the knowledge gained that made him perfect.

B.  The second Hebrews verse, 5:8,  makes this very point - Jesus “LEARNED” obedience through the things that he suffered.  If Jesus were “Omniscient” in the flesh, than he could not “learn” anything, for he would already “know” everything.

C.  The third scripture, Mark 13:30-32, is a direct, non-debatable statement by Jesus that he did not know at least 1 thing while in the flesh. Here he states that he did not know the hour that he would come in judgment on Jerusalem. 

We must, therefore, conclude that Jesus was not omniscient while in the flesh. This is second attribute of God which scripture teaches Jesus “emptied” himself of during the time of his incarnation
Jesus was not omnipotent in the flesh:

Matt 3:16

And Jesus when he was baptized, went up straightway from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him

Matt 4:1

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil

Matt 12:28

But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then is the kingdom of God come upon you

Luke 4:18-21

18The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, Because he anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor: He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovering of sight to the blind, To set at liberty them that are bruised, 19To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 20And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down: and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21And he began to say unto them, To-day hath this scripture been fulfilled in your ears.

Isa 11:1, 2

And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah

Acts 2:22
Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves know

John 11:40-43

40Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou heardest me. 42And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the multitude that standeth around I said it, that they may believe that thou didst send me. 43And when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth

Matt 28:18

And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth

Does Scripture indicate that Jesus had that Jesus was “Omnipotent”, i.e. had ALL POWER while on earth.  The only answer to this question can be ABSOLUTELY NOT !!
A.  Note the first verse referred to above, Matthew 3:16. Notice that the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus when he was baptized.  Question: WHY !! Why did an all-knowing, all-powerful, all-present, incapable of sinning “GOD in flesh” need the Holy Spirit ? What could the Holy Spirit have accomplished ?  Was it to duplicate Deity in Jesus’ body.

B.  The second verse, Matt 4:1, states clearly that the Holy Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness. It was the Spirit that accomplished many of the actions of Jesus

C.  In the Matt 12:28, Jesus states straightforwardly that it was the Holy Spirit which empowered him to cast out demons

D.  The Luke 4:18-21 passage is Jesus himself saying that “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me” because (a particle of speech that indicates PURPOSE)  Jesus was to give the blind sight (a miracle). That is, enable him to perform this miraculous act.

E.  The next verse is a prophecy regarding Jesus from the book of Isaiah 11.  This section of scripture indicates that the “Spirit of Jehovah” would be upon “the root of Jesse (Jesus - Rom 15:12).  This passage indicates that the Spirit would give Jesus “might” (i.e. - power), “wisdom” and “knowledge”. Question: If Jesus had “ALL POWER” what “might” could the “Spirit of Jehovah” give him. He would already have ALL POWER.

F.  In the Acts 2:22 verse, Peter states that GOD did things “by Jesus”. This verse indicates that it was God doing “mighty works, wonders and signs”.

G.  The next verse, John 11:40-43, is the account of Jesus resurrecting Lazarus.  Here Jesus thanks God for hearing “my prayer.”  The question is then - For what had Jesus prayed ? I think the only thing that makes sense is that he must have prayed for God to give him the power to resurrect Lazarus !

H.  The final verse is often called the “Great Commission”, in Matthew 28:18. Here Jesus says that after his resurrection all authority (i.e. - Power) had been given to him in Heaven and on earth.  But wait --- If he had to be “given” all power and authority --- HE MUST NOT HAVE HAD IT before that time. Jesus being given “all authority” is the fulfillment of Psalm 2:8 - “Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for thine inheritance, And the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession”

Jesus was bounded in moral purity

Luke 4:1-13

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led in the Spirit in the wilderness 2during forty days, being tempted of the devil. And he did eat nothing in those days: and when they were completed, he hungered. 3And the devil said unto him, if thou art the Son of God, command this stone that it become bread. 4And Jesus answered unto him, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone. 5And he led him up, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 6And the devil said unto him, To thee will I give all this authority, and the glory of them: for it hath been delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. 7If thou therefore wilt worship before me, it shall all be thine. 8And Jesus answered and said unto him, It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 9And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence: 10for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to guard thee: 11and, On their hands they shall bear thee up, Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 12And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not make trial of the Lord thy God. 13And when the devil had completed every temptation, he departed from him for a season.
Matt 16:23

But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art a stumbling-block unto me: for thou mindest not the things of God, but the things of men.
Luke 22:27, 28

27For which is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am in the midst of you as he that serveth. 28But ye are they that have continued with me in my temptations
Heb 2:14-18

14Since then the children are sharers in flesh and blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the same; that through death he might bring to nought him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15and might deliver all them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 16For verily not to angels doth he give help, but he giveth help to the seed of Abraham. 17Wherefore it behooved him in all things to be made like unto his brethren, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.

Heb 4:14, 15

14Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin

This is perhaps the least understood, yet the most profound, attribute of which Jesus “emptied” himself - his moral purity. To properly understand the incarnation of Jesus and all of its far reaching implications one MUST deal with the fact that Jesus was capable of being tempted, and therefore capable of sin.  The Hebrew writer, on the two different occasions above (2:14-18 & 4:14, 15), teaches that Jesus was tempted to sin --- YET DID NOT YIELD.  One may desire to say Jesus’  “Divine Nature” allowed him to overcome those temptations.  Question: What verse would you cite to prove that contention ?  If Jesus overcame temptation to sin because he was “God in flesh” – Then Jesus did not overcome temptation !! for scripture is clear:

James 1:13
Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted with evil . . .

If Jesus was “God” and overcame “temptation” due to his being “Deity” than Jesus was NEVER REALLY TEMPTED, because God can not be tempted. If Jesus was not truly tempted than Matthew is a liar (for he states that Jesus WAS tempted twice [4:1 & 16:23]); Mark is a liar (for he states that Jesus WAS tempted [1:12]); Luke is a liar (for he states that Jesus WAS tempted twice [4:2 & 4:28]) and he even says that JESUS says himself says that he was tempted in 4:28;  The Hebrew writer is a liar for he twice builds fundamental arguments regarding Jesus’ ability to be a “faithful high priest” upon the fact that he was tempted  -- YET DID NOT SIN. Are we to believe that the Holy Spirit, as it inspired the word of God, made a mistake when he used the word “tempted” or “temptations” in reference to Jesus. If we can not believe what the spirit says in reference to Jesus’ ability to be tempted – How can we believe ANYTHING the spirit led the writers to pen ?

I am convinced that most brethren struggle with Jesus’ being “really” tempted like us because we equate being “tempted to sin” with actually committing sin.  James teaches that there is a difference between temptation and sin:

James 1:14, 15

14but each man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust, and enticed. 15Then the lust, when it hath conceived, beareth sin: and the sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth forth death.

Jesus, as man, controlled his lusts through his faith in God and his desire to do his will.  Through the control of these desires he avoided allowing Satan to have the victory in his life. In the wilderness Jesus was hungry (a desire – i.e. lust). Satan enticed him to be drawn away into that lust by showing him a rock and misquoting scripture.  Jesus DID NOT SIN, not because he was “God in flesh”, but because the trusted God, WHILE IN the flesh.  He overcame, he conquered.

As the people of God we must go to God’s word and accept what it plainly teaches,  JESUS WAS TEMPTED.  We must also accept what James says, GOD CAN NOT BE TEMPTED.  We are, therefore, driven to conclude that Jesus, while in the flesh, gave up the divine attribute of boundless moral purity (his holiness) and his inability to be tempted to sin and faced Satan in the same manner in which you and I face Satan every day: IN THE FLESH.  Perhaps this can lead us to the true depth of understanding of passages like 2 Cor 5:21; Rom 8:3,4 & 1 Pet 2:22. It seems as though there are only two possibilities regarding Jesus being tempted:

A.  Jesus was “GOD in flesh” -- and not “really” tempted like you and I

B.  Jesus was “GOD become flesh” – and was tempted exactly like you and I.

The first of these is very nearly gnosticism. It is based in the believe that “flesh” is evil in and of itself. Therefore, God can not actually “become” flesh, for than good (God) would become evil (flesh). This leads to the belief that the divine nature of Jesus made it impossible for him to be truly tempted. This causes a dilemma with the interpretation of scripture, however, for if Jesus was “GOD in Flesh” than scripture talking about his “not sinning” is an absurd oxymoron – i.e. of course he didn’t sin, God can not sin.

But if, as I understand scripture to teach,  the “word BECAME flesh” – that is that Jesus is God “emptied” of equality with the Father, and in every way like you and I (cf. Heb 2:14-17; Philippians 2:7, 8) than scripture is harmonized simply, straightforwardly and with no violation to any context or meaning.

I conclude therefore that scripture in asserting that Jesus was “tempted” demands that we conclude that Jesus had “emptied himself” of that attribute of God that makes God unable “to be tempted” to sin – his holiness.

Jesus is eternal
One may ask then, Jim, was Jesus “God” or not. Yes !! How ? Through his eternal Spirit.  It is the eternality of Jesus’ spirit that makes him unique in the annals of human history.  This eternality can not be taken away. 

The human sprit is created at the moment of conception. When sperm fertilizes egg and human life begins. Paul (Gal 1:15) states that “I” was separated from his mothers womb, Jeremiah is told that before “THOU” came out of his mother’s womb God knew him (Jer 1:5).  The Psalmist (139:13) states “For thou didst form my inward parts: Thou didst cover me in my mother’s womb.” These verses all indicate that a human being becomes such “in the womb” (cf. Isa 44:24).

However, in the case of Jesus, Jesus’ spirit which the Holy Spirit placed in the egg of Mary was unlike the spirit of you and I. It was a spirit which had lived from eternity. It was a spirit without beginning and without end.  It was the only begotten son of God which had emptied itself of the attributes of Deity.

Some may say – “How can this eternal spirit in flesh (Jesus) be called “God with us” if it has “emptied” himself of the attributes of God ?  To answer this question I would like to put forth a human comparison.  I as a human being have a human spirit. It resides within a body that has certain attributes and characteristics. But as I am walking down the street one day and I am hit by a truck. My body and face are crushed. I have a case of total amnesia and am for the rest of my life bound to a wheel chair. I am also unable to control my bodily functions and must be fed and cleansed by my wife, whom I do not remember.  Now the question is: In spite of the fact that I am powerless, physically unrecognizable and do not even have the knowledge of my name or my wife – Is the spirit inside this human body any different or any less the spirit it was prior to this horrendous accident ?? No, I would still be Jim Gordon, bloodied, battered, without power or mind, but still Jim Gordon.  

So it is with Jesus.  He voluntarily gave up his power, knowledge, holiness and omnipresence – but the spirit was still the eternal spirit which had been “with God” and “was God” from “the beginning.” When that spirit “became flesh”, it was still “God with us” even if it was located, able to be tempted and lacking all the power and knowledge it previously had.

Conclusion

Scripture plainly indicates that when Jesus “became flesh - (John 1:14)”, he was no longer omnipresent, no longer omniscient, no longer omnipotent and could be tempted to sin. Now, if any one of these attributes of God was no longer possessed by Jesus, it could be said that he was no longer “equal” with God. The fact is, however that the Bible teaches that Jesus no longer possessed all four of these attributes of Deity. I conclude, therefore, that it is this of which Paul is speaking when, in Philippians 2:5-7 when he writes “Jesus: who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men.” Jesus, of his own will and volition, to provide a means whereby you and I might be saved, “emptied himself” of his equality with God and “became flesh”.

IV The Resurrected nature of Jesus

John 20:19, 20

19When therefore it was evening, on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20And when he had said this, he showed unto them his hands and his side. The disciples therefore were glad, when they saw the Lord
Luke 24:36-43

36And as they spake these things, he himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 37But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they beheld a spirit. 38And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and wherefore do questionings arise in your heart? 39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye behold me having. 40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here anything to eat? 42And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish. 43And he took it, and ate before them
John 20:27

Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and see my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and put it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing

John 21:1

After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias . . .

Matt 28:16-18

6But the eleven disciples went into Galilee, unto the mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 17And when they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth

Acts 1:9-12

9And when he had said these things, as they were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10And while they were looking stedfastly into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven. 

12Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is nigh unto Jerusalem

The first two scriptures above (John 20:19, 20 & Luke 24:36-43) most likely refer to the same appearance of Jesus – that on the first night after his resurrection.  Notice that Jesus goes to great lengths to prove to the Apostles that he is still a human being. The apostles thought that he was “a spirit”. He states that “a spirit hath not flesh and bone as you behold me having”. Interestingly the word translated “behold” here “qewrew” according to Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words is:

“from s, a spectator, is used of one who looks

at a thing with interest and for a purpose, usually 

indicating the careful observation of details”
This would indicate that the apostles could literally see the flesh and BONES of Jesus.  We know from the passage in John 20:20 and 20:27 that Jesus showed them his hands, feet and SIDE. Jesus’ desire for them to see these areas would indicate that the wounds inflicted by the nails and the spear were still there.

Furthermore, Jesus asks for something to eat.  Is this done to deceive the apostles ? I think not for to deceive is to be like Satan, the great deceiver, and would be sin.  Jesus in eating this fish is obviously communicating to the Apostles that he is still both capable of processing food in a functioning digestive system and requires food for continued sustenance of his body.

The reason for listing the other scriptures from the gospels and Acts are to demonstrate that the apostle John saw the resurrected Jesus on at least 5 different occasions. These are:

1.  The night of the resurrection - John 20:19, 20 & Luke 24:36-43

2.  One week later when Jesus appeared to Thomas - John 20:27
3.  At the sea of Tiberias - John 21:1 ff.
4.  In the mountain of Galilee - Matt 28:16-18
5.  At the Mount of Olives when Jesus ascended into heaven - Acts 1:9-12

With the fact that John had seen the resurrected man, Jesus on at least these five different instances: I would ask this question: What was the purpose that Jesus had in mind when he appeared to them ? Was it not to persuade them that he, the man Jesus, had actually been resurrected from the dead.  Wasn’t his being in his human body, the body which they had walked with and talked to and heard teach for those three years a necessity to his being able to persuade them.


Now let us listen to what John states in 1 John 3:
I John 3:1, 2

Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now (present tense - JRG) are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be (future tense - JRG). We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be (Future tense - JRG) like him; for we shall see him even

as he is  (Present Tense - JRG)

What is it then that John is saying here. Remember this same John saw the resurrected Jesus 5 times – he KNEW what he looked like. He saw the holes in his hands, feet and side. He saw the exposed human bone. He saw Jesus open his mouth and eat a fish to demonstrate an intact, fully functioning digestive system. He was persuaded to the point where in 1 John 1:1 he would write:

 “that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, and our hands handled”


Yet in 1 John 3:2, John pens “it is not yet made manifest what we shall be . . . we shall be like him.”  Obviously some change has occurred in Jesus which John says makes him unable to know what Jesus “is” now.  That change is the glorification of Jesus that occurred when Jesus sat down at the right hand of God.  As John himself states in John 7:39:

But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believed on him were to receive: for the Spirit was not yet given; because Jesus was not yet glorified 

Therefore we know when Jesus was glorified. AFTER he ascended from the apostles sight (or John would know what the “glorified” Jesus looks like - 1 John 3:2) but BEFORE the day of Pentecost when the spirit was given.

V. The Present Nature of Jesus

Psalm 2:7-9

7I will tell of the decree: Jehovah said unto me,

 
Thou art my son; This day have I begotten thee. 

8Ask of me, and I will give thee the nations for thine inheritance,

 And the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. 

9Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; 

Thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.
Matt 28:18

And Jesus came to them and spake unto them, saying, All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth
Rom 8:34

. . . It is Christ Jesus that died, yea rather, that was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us . . .

1 Cor 15:20

20But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep

I Cor 15:25, 26

For he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy that shall be abolished is death

Eph 1:17-22

17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him; 18having the eyes of your heart enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 19and what the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to that working of the strength of his might 20which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 22and he put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church

Ephesians 5:23, 24

23For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, being himself the saviour of the body. 24But as the church is subject to Christ
Philippians 2:9-11

9Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is above every name; 10that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

1 Tim 2:5

For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus

Heb 4:14, 15
14Having then a great high priest, who hath passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but one that hath been in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.

1 John 2:1, 2

My little children, these things write I unto you that ye may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2and he is the propitiation for our sins

Psalm 2:7-9 is a prophecy that Jesus would ask of God to be given rule over the creation. Matthew 28:18, Ephesians 2:20, 21 and Philippians 2:9 indicate that Jesus was indeed given rulership of the world in fulfillment of the Psalm prophecy.

The passages in Romans 8; Eph 5:23, 1 Tim 2, Hebrews 4 and 1 John 2 all indicate different aspects of this rulership of Jesus. He is:


Intercessor for the people of God – Romans 8


High Priest for the people of God - Hebrews 4


Advocate for the people of God - 1 John 2


Mediator for the people of God - 1 Tim 2


Head and saviour of the church, his body - Eph 5

Notice please that in every one of the above contexts the central idea is salvation from sin – Jesus died for sin and rules to bring about the salvation of the people of God (i.e. - those who have faith in Jesus’ atoning sacrifice).

1Thess 4:16

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven

Jesus is not presently omnipresent. Notice this verse says he will “descend” from heaven. The fact that he has to “descend” to earth indicates that he is not presently “here”
Acts 7:55, 56

55But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 56and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on the right hand of God

Acts 17:30, 31

30The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men that they should all everywhere repent: 31inasmuch as he hath appointed a day in which he will judge the world in righteousness by the man whom he hath ordained

1 Cor 15:47

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is of heaven.

1 Tim 2:5

For there is one God, one mediator also between God and men, himself man, Christ Jesus

Rev 1:13-16

13 and in the midst of the candlesticks one like unto a son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about at the breasts with a golden girdle. 14And his head and his hair were white as white wool, white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15and his feet like unto burnished brass, as if it had been refined in a furnace; and his voice as the voice of many waters. 16And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword

These verses are all referred to because they refer to Jesus as a “man” or “son of man” AT THE PRESENT TIME.

In Acts 7, Stephen saw Jesus standing at the right hand of God and refers to Jesus as “the son of Man”

In Acts 17, Paul says that, on the day of judgment, God will judge the world by the MAN whom he has appointed.

Paul, in 1 Corinthians 15 refers to Jesus as the “second MAN” that is “of heaven”

The most direct passage is 1 Timothy 2:5, where Paul states that Jesus is AT THIS PRESENT TIME “himself MAN, Christ Jesus”

The passage in Revelation, although an obviously figurative representation of Jesus – still presents Jesus as a MAN – with hands, feet, hair, mouth, head, breasts and voice.

These passages drive us to conclude that Jesus is still a man. He is an exalted, glorified man. He is that eternal spirit which was equal with God and yet, to secure our salvation, “emptied himself” and “became flesh - John 1:14”. He was “born of a woman (Gal 4:4)” and lived a sinless life. Because he lived this sinless life “God raised [him] up, having loosed the pangs of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it - Acts 2:24 [death is the result of sin, so Jesus was “owed” eternal life by God - cf. Rom 4:4]”.

The final question to be answered is:

VI. The Future Nature of Jesus

Rom 8:17

and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified with him
Rom 8:29

For whom he foreknew, he also foreordained to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren
1 Cor 15:20-23

20But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are asleep. 21For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; then they that are Christ’s, at his coming.
1 Cor 15:25-28

25For he must reign, till he hath put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy that shall be abolished is death. 27For, He put all things in subjection under his feet. But when he saith, All things are put in subjection, it is evident that he is excepted who did subject all things unto him. 28And when all things have been subjected unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject all things unto him, that God may be all in all

1 Cor 15:47-49

47The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is of heaven. 48As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 49And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly

 John 3:1, 2

Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 2Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he is

The first verse, Romans 8:17 - Teaches us that will we be co-heirs, or joint heirs with Jesus.  This indicates that whatever station and relationship Jesus has, WE WILL ALSO HAVE.

The 1 Cor 15:20-23 states that Jesus is a “first-fruit”.  Now we know that the word “first-fruits” indicates that there is also more fruit (us, at our resurrection) & that the fruit is like in kind.

This is exactly what 3 other verses, referred to here, EXPLICITLY STATE:
A.  The first is the passage in Romans 8:29 where Paul writes that we are predestined to bear the “image of His son”.  This is the same word used when scripture states that Jesus is the “image” of God (Col 1:15; Heb 1:3). Whatever Jesus is, Paul says we are going to be just like him. Why ? So Jesus will be the FIRSTBORN (infers others born also) of many brethren (indicates relation)

B.  The second passage is in 1 Cor 15:47-49 where Paul writes that as we bore the physical body that was like Adam’s; We will bear the “image (same word again)” of the spiritual body that Jesus now has

C.  The final verse is in 1 John 3:1, 2. Here John writes that we shall be (future tense – after our resurrection) like he is (present tense)

The final verse in this study is the 1 Corinthians 15:25-28 section.  Here, Paul states absolutely and straightforwardly that “, then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject all things unto him, that God may be all in all.” So, Paul states that Jesus, the man who was the union of Mary’s egg and the eternal spirit of God (“emptied” of “equality with God”) when he overcomes the last enemy of God (“death”) shall forever be “subject to God.”  In fact scripture indicates that we shall have a position equal to him (co-heirs with Christ) and he will not be ashamed to call us “brethren (Hebrews 2:11).” This was the ultimate cost to Christ of our salvation.  When he sat down to “count the cost”, this is what he faced – and he decided we were worth that high price.  Thanks be to God for his unsearchable gift. Amen.

Anticipated questions:

But how did Jesus “know men’s thoughts and the intents of their hearts” if he wasn’t “God” while in the flesh ?

Isaiah 11:1, 2 says that: 

“And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah”


Jesus could read men’s hearts because the spirit of God enabled him to do it.  It is this same “spirit” which gave to some the “gift of wisdom” and to others the “gift of knowledge” and to others the “discerning of spirits (1 Cor 12:8, 10) yet none of us believes that the early Christians were “God” when they used these “gifts of the spirit”.

But Jesus “went through walls and was capable of “teleporting” himself after he was resurrected; Surely he had his “spiritual body” ?

Remember that Jesus walked on water and removed himself from a dangerous cliff outside Nazareth while he was in his human body. How did he accomplish any of these things ? I think both prophecy (Isa 11) and Jesus’ own words (Matt 12:28) indicates that he accomplished his miraculous works by the power of God’s spirit. Remember that Philip was miraculously removed by the spirit of God from Gaza to Azotus in Acts 8, yet we don’t think that Philip was “God” 

Well you only have one verse that says that Jesus will be subject to God throughout eternity. What about what the “rest of the Bible” teaches ?

Well, I only need 1 verse. Especially when it is so straightforward and plainly stated as it is in 1 Corinthians 15:28.  I mean, its not like I am making this verse try to say something that it doesn’t state quite clearly.

Secondly, what “rest of the bible.” What verse DOES TEACH that Jesus is now “equal with God.” Remember, Paul wrote Philippians 20-25 years AFTER Jesus was resurrected and was already reigning. Be careful about making unwarranted assumptions about what you “think the bible teaches”. Remember close-minded religious bigotry put our Lord on the cross. Because he wasn’t what the Jews “thought” the Old Testament taught about the Messiah – they crucified him.  Let scripture lead you, not visa-versa.

I hope this study answers anyone’s questions. You will note that, while there is some teaching involved here, there isn’t much opinion involved here. This study has a load of scripture in it. They are all used in their proper context and without “twisting them” to my own “destruction.” The power of this lesson is that it teaches us how much Jesus loves us and what he was willing to give up to secure our salvation. What have we given up for Jesus to demonstrate our thankfulness for his great gift to us ?
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