JEREMIAH

Notes on the Text by James R. Gordon


BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL

REDACTIONS OF BOOK OF JEREMIAH

THE TEXT OF JEREMIAH AS WE HAVE IT PRESENTLY HAS UNDERGONE AT LEAST 3 REDACTIONS. A REDACTION IS A MODIFICATION OF THE TEXT.

1. THE ORIGINAL "BOOK OF JEREMIAH" WAS WRITTEN IN RESPONSE TO THE COMMAND OF GOD, TO JEREMIAH, IN JEREMIAH 36. THIS "BOOK" CONTAINED THE PROPHECIES AGAINST ISRAEL, JUDAH AND THE SURROUNDING NATIONS TO THAT POINT IN TIME. THIS BOOK WAS COMPLETED IN THE FOURTH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF KING JEHOIAKIM, OF JUDAH. THIS WAS APPROXIMATELY 604 B.C.

THIS BOOK WAS READ TWICE TO THE PEOPLE CONGREGATED AT THE TEMPLE (36:8 AND 36:10). THESE OCCURRED ABOUT A YEAR APART. THIS BOOK WAS TAKEN FROM BARUCH (JEREMIAH'S SCRIBE) AND GIVEN TO KING JEHOIAKIM. AT THAT POINT JEHOIAKIM CUT IT UP WITH A KNIFE AND THREW IT IN A FIRE.

2. THE SECOND EDITION OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH WAS WRITTEN, AGAIN BY BARUCH AT JEREMIAH'S MOUTH, AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST BOOK THIS SECOND EDITION CONTAINED ALL OF THE FIRST EDITION'S MATERIAL PLUS PROPHECIES AGAINST JEHOIAKIM AND ADDITIONAL PROPHECIES (36:32)

3. AT LEAST A THIRD REDACTION OF THE TEXT OCCURRED FOR MANY PROPHECIES IN THE BOOK ARE DATED AFTER THE FIFTH YEAR OF JEHOIAKIM. ALSO, CHAPTER 52 IS A SUMMARY CHAPTER ALMOST ASSUREDLY WAS ADDED AFTER THE PROPHET JEREMIAH'S DEATH. MUCH OF IT IS TAKEN, WORD FOR WORD, FROM 2 KINGS 25. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THIS SECTION WAS ADDED TO TIE JEREMIAH DIRECTLY INTO THE HISTORICAL "BOOK OF KINGS".


LITERARY CRITICISM OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH
1. THE TEXT OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH IS NOT IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. THIS FACT INDICATES THAT THE TEXT WAS SPECIFICALLY ORDERED IN A WAY TO ACHIEVE SOME PURPOSE. IT IS NOT MERELY THE RECOUNTING OF THE PROPHETIC MINISTRY OF JEREMIAH.

2. THE TEXT MAY BE OUTLINED AS FOLLOWS:


CHAPTERS 1-25

PROPHECIES AGAINST JUDAH AND ISRAEL


CHAPTERS 26-45

PERSONAL SECTION, THE LIFE OF JEREMIAH


CHAPTERS 46-51

PROPHECIES AGAINST THE NATIONS


CHAPTER 52


HISTORICAL APPENDIX

3. MUCH OF THE TEXT OF JEREMIAH IS WRITTEN IN "PARALLELISM." THIS IS A FORM OF POETRY USED EXTENSIVELY BY THE OLD TESTAMENT WRITERS. IT DEVELOPED AS A WAY TO EXPLAIN AND EMPHASIS, THROUGH COMPARISON AND REPETITION, IN A TIME WHEN MOST PEOPLE WERE ILLITERATE AND HISTORY AND TRADITIONS WERE HANDED DOWN THROUGH WORD OF MOUTH.


THE SEPTUAGINT VERSUS MASORETIC TEXT PROBLEM

THE SEPTUAGINT (LXX), THE GREEK TRANSLATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT DONE IN ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT ABOUT 250 B.C. THIS TEXT IS SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FROM THE MASORETIC TEXTS (HEBREW).


a. IT IS ONLY 80% AS LONG AS THE MASORETIC TEXT. ABOUT 2700 WORDS



ARE OMITTED.


b. THE ORDER OF THE TEXT IS SIGNIFICANTLY ALTERED. THE PROPHECIES



AGAINST THE NATIONS ARE FOUND AFTER 25:13.


c. THE TRANSLATION ITSELF IS SLOPPY AND POOR.

THE QUESTION IS ASKED: WAS THE SEPTUAGINT VERSION OF JEREMIAH TRANSLATED FROM AN EARLIER, OLDER, SHORTER HEBREW TEXT THAN THE MASORETIC TEXT ?


WHILE SCHOLARS ARE DEEPLY DIVIDED OVER THIS QUESTION, FEW CHALLENGE THAT THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH IS THE UNIFIED TEXT OF A SINGLE PROPHET WITH THE ADDITION OF CHAPTER 52, AS AN HISTORICAL APPENDIX.


PURPOSE OF THE BOOK

THE BOOK WAS WRITTEN AS AN ACCOUNT OF THE HISTORY OF JEREMIAH'S PROPHETIC MINISTRY. IT IS WRITTEN FOR A NATION IN EXILE TO EXPLAIN:


a. THE EVENTS THAT LED TO THEIR CAPTIVITY


b. GOD'S COVENANTED LOVE AND ITS LIMITS


c. THE PROMISE OF RETURN AND FUTURE BLESSINGS


DATE OF BOOKS
FIRST BOOK - 604 B.C.

SECOND BOOK - 603 B.C.

THIRD BOOK - 560 B.C. - JEREMIAH MAY, OR MAY NOT, HAVE BEEN ALIVE 
 



FOR THE FINAL REDACTION OF THIS BOOK


DATES OF JEREMIAH'S MINISTRY
GOD'S CALL TO JEREMIAH CAME IN THE 13th YEAR OF JOSIAH'S REIGN (1:2;25:3). THIS WOULD BE 627 B.C.

IT CONTINUED UNTIL AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM IN 586 B.C.

THEREFORE IT COVERED ABOUT 40 YEARS.


SECTION 1 - PROPHECIES AGAINST JUDAH AND ISRAEL
THE FIRST SECTION OF THE BOOK, CHAPTERS 1-45 CAN BE DIVIDED INTO 4 SECTIONS.


I.
JEREMIAH'S CALL AND CONSECRATION - (1:1-1:19)


II.
JEREMIAH'S SIX (6) DISCOURSES



A. GOD'S LOVE AND FAITHFULNESS AND THE NATION'S
 

 
REJECTION OF HIM - (2:1-3:5)



B. THE FATE OF ISRAEL USED TO WARN FAITHLESS




JUDAH THAT ITS FATE WILL BE SIMILAR - (3:6-6:30)



C. THE FOOLISHNESS OF JUDAH'S SECURITY IN THE TEMPLE,




ITS HARD-HEARTEDNESS AND THE FOLLY OF




IDOLATRY - (7:1-10:25)



D. THE NATION'S BREACH OF COVENANT HAS LED TO THE 




IRREVOCABLE COVENANT CURSE OF NATIONAL




EXILE - (11:1-13:27)



E. THE DROUGHT - GOD'S JUDGEMENT IS SET, JEREMIAH PRAYS




FOR VINDICATION IN ITS EXECUTION - (14:1-17:27)



F. THE POTTER AND THE BROKEN BOTTLE - GOD IS SOVEREIGN  



- JUDAH IS GOING TO BABYLON - (18:1-20:18)


III.
JEREMIAH - OPPOSED AND PERSECUTED



A. ZEDEKIAH'S REQUEST AND GOD'S ANSWER - (21:1-14)



B. JUDAH'S WICKED LEADERS AND GOD'S RIGHTEOUS 




LEADERS - (22:1-24:10)



C. JEREMIAH DESCRIBES THE EXTENT OF THE JUDGEMENT TO




COME AND THE FALL OF BABYLON - (25:1-38)



D. JEREMIAH'S MESSAGE - OPPOSED IN JUDAH - (26:1-28:17)



E. JEREMIAH'S MESSAGE - OPPOSED IN BABYLON - (29:1-32)



F. HOPE AND CONSOLATION IN THE FUTURE - (30:1-33:26)



G. OBEDIENCE AND DISOBEDIENCE - (34:1-36:32)


IV.
GOD'S JUDGEMENT IS EXECUTED



A. THE LAST DAYS OF JERUSALEM - (37:1-39:18)



B. JUDAH TURNS TO EGYPT INSTEAD OF GOD - (40:1-44:30)



C. GOD COMFORTS BARUCH - (45:1-5)

NOTES ON JEREMIAH TEXT
CHAPTER 1

1:1 - JEREMIAH WAS A LEVITE

1:1 - ANATHOTH - ONE OF CITIES OF REFUGE GIVEN TO



LEVITES (JOSHUA 21:13-19)

1:6 - I AM A CHILD - JEREMIAH'S CALL APPARENTLY CAME IN HIS

 

EARLY ADULTHOOD

1:8 - COMPARE MATT 28:18-20

1:10 - COMPARE 2 CORINTHIANS 10:4,5

1:13,14 - NORTH - BABYLON - THEY WOULD FOLLOW EUPHRATES RIVER

1:16 - THE BASIS OF GOD'S JUDGEMENT - IDOLATRY

CHAPTER 2

2:1-3 - HISTORY OF EARLY RELATIONSHIP IN WILDERNESS - HOW OFTEN 



IN THE PROPHETS DOES GOD REFER TO THE EXODUS EVENT?

2:5 - HAS GOD ACTED UNRIGHTEOUSLY WITH ISRAEL TO DRIVE THEM TO



IDOLATRY

2:6 - HAS GOD FORGOTTEN ISRAEL DRIVING THEM TO FIND OTHER GODS

2:8 - THE LEADERSHIP HAS GONE BAD

2:9 - CONTEND - TECHNICAL WORD MEANING "BRING SUIT AGAINST"



(cf. ISA 43:26; EZE 20:35,36; JOEL 3:2)

2:11 - THE NATION HAS CHANGED GODS - NO ONE CHANGES GODS!!!

2:13 - THE NATIONS TWO WRONGS



1. FORSAKEN GOD



2. GONE AFTER OTHER GODS

2:14,17 - WHY HAS THIS OCCURRED - THE NATION HAS BROUGHT IT UPON



THEMSELVES

2:19 - THE VERY ACTIONS THEY TAKE, GOD SHALL USE TO BRING

 

PUNISHMENT UPON THEM

2:20 - GOD BROUGHT DELIVERANCE, THEY REFUSED TO SUBMIT

2:23 - GOD IS AMAZED BY THEIR ACTIONS

2:26,27 - THEY WANT THEIR "NO-GODS" UNTIL THINGS GET REALLY BAD



HOW MUCH IS THIS LIKE US???

2:29 - PLEAD - DIFFERENT HEBREW WORD THAN IN VERSE 9. THIS WORD



MEANS "CONTEND, STRIVE (i.e. - "ARGUE")"

2:32 - NATION HAS FORGOTTEN GOD

2:34 - FORGETTING GOD HAS LED TO MORAL DECAY - THE POOR ARE



KILLED

2:35 - THEY ARE LYING - GOD WILL JUDGE THEM FOR IT

2:36 - THEY LOOK TO EGYPT AS THEIR SALVATION (THEY HAD LOOKED TO



ASSYRIA IN THE PAST) - THIS NOT A GOOD DECISION

CHAPTER 3

3:1-5 - JUDAH, THE PROSTITUTE

3:3 - DROUGHT - A WARNING JUDGEMENT (DEUT 28:24)

3:6-10 - JUDAH DID NOT LEARN BY ISRAEL'S FATE

3:11 - JUDAH IS WORSE THAN ISRAEL

3:13,14 - ACKNOWLEDGE SIN AND RETURN, GOD WILL TAKE THEM BACK

3:14-18 - BLESSING BASED UPON REPENTANCE (VS. 14)

3:21-25 - THE PRAYER OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

3:23 - THE NO-GODS CAN NOT HELP YOU

3:24 - THE SHAMEFUL THING - THE IDOLS HAVE HAD SHEEP, CATTLE AND



SONS AND DAUGHTERS SACRIFICED TO THEM

CHAPTER 4

4:1 - CAPTIVITY CAN BE AVOIDED BY REPENTANCE

4:6 - INVASION THREATENED IF THEY DO NOT REPENT

4:7 - BABYLON IS PICTURED AS A LION (cf. DANIEL 7:4)

4:9 - LEADERSHIP DID NOT BELIEVE THEY WOULD BE INVADED

4:14 - ANOTHER CALL FOR REPENTANCE TO AVOID DESTRUCTION

4:18 - JUDAH'S ACTIONS HAVE BROUGHT HER DESTRUCTION

4:19-22 - JEHOVAH'S LAMENT OVER JUDAH

4:23-26 - JEREMIAH'S VISION OF THE AFTERMATH OF THE JUDGEMENT

4:27 - JUDGEMENT TO BE TOTAL, BUT NOT COMPLETE

4:28 - WHAT IS LEFT SHALL BE SO BAD THE EARTH WILL WISH IT



HAD DIED

CHAPTER 5

5:1 - ONE RIGHTEOUS MAN CAN NOT BE FOUND IN JERUSALEM (REMEMBER



ABRAHAM AND THE CITIES OF THE PLAIN)

5:5 - THE LEADERS, WHO SHOULD KNOW GOD, ARE THE GREATER SINNERS

5:6 - WILD BEASTS - ONE OF FOUR SORE JUDGEMENTS (EZE 14:15-21)

5:19 - AGAIN, BASIS OF JUDGEMENT WAS THE SERVING OF FOREIGN



GODS (BAAL, ASTEROTH, MOLECH, ETC.)

5:27 - DECEIT HAS BROUGHT GAIN

5:28 - THEY ABUSE THE FATHERLESS AND NEEDY

5:31 - THE PROPHETS ARE PROPHESYING FALSELY
CHAPTER 6

6:6 - MOUNDS WERE THE MEANS FOR OVERCOMING WALLED CITIES

6:10 - THE NATION WILL NOT LISTEN TO GOD. GOD WAS SUPPOSED TO SPEAK



THROUGH THE PRIESTS, BUT THEY WERE CORRUPT. GOD WAS



SUPPOSED TO SPEAK THROUGH THE PROPHETS, BUT THEY WERE



PROPHESYING FALSELY. NO ONE WAS LISTENING TO THE TRUE



PROPHETS, LIKE JEREMIAH

6:10 - THEY HAD BEEN SO LONG IN SIN THAT NOW THEY COULD NOT HEAR

6:11 - JEREMIAH IS ANGRY, NO ONE WILL LISTEN

6:13 - THEY ARE COVETOUS AND DEAL FALSELY (LIARS, CON-MEN, SWINDLERS)

6:14 - THE LEADERS ARE TELLING THE PEOPLE THAT THEY HAVE PEACE,



BUT THEY DON'T

6:15 - THEY ARE BEYOND EMBARRASSMENT

6:16 - THEY REFUSE TO SUBMIT TO GOD

6:22-26 - BABYLON COMES

6:27-30 - JEREMIAH'S COMMISSION

CHAPTER 7

7:3 - IF THEY REPENT GOD WILL SPARE THEM

7:4 - THEY THOUGHT THAT BECAUSE THEY HAD THE TEMPLE OF JEHOVAH,



THAT GOD WOULD NOT ALLOW ANYTHING TO HAPPEN TO THEM

7:5,6 - GOD REQUIRED THEM TO TURN TO MORAL RIGHTEOUSNESS



1. EXECUTE JUSTICE



2. DO NOT OPPRESS THE UNFORTUNATE



3. DO NOT KILL



4. DO NOT PRACTICE IDOLATRY

7:8-10 - THEY ARE PRACTICING RELIGIOUS HYPOCRISY. HOW CAN WE DO



THIS TODAY ???

7:11 - DUAL FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY - JESUS SAID THOSE OF HIS



DAY HAD TURNED THE TEMPLE INTO "A DEN OF THIEVES"



(MATT 21:13; MARK 11:17; LUKE 19:46)

7:12 - WHAT HAD GOD DONE AT SHILOH (1 SAM 4:10,11,22)?

7:14 - THEY TRUSTED IN THE TEMPLE SEPARATE AND APART FROM GOD



HOW COULD WE DO THIS TODAY??

7:16 - GOD WILL NOT HEAR THE PRAYERS OF OTHERS ON BEHALF OF THE



PEOPLE. ONLY THEIR OWN INTERCESSION WILL SAVE THEM

7:18 - EVERYONE IS INVOLVED IN THE IDOLATRY, PARENTS ARE TEACHING



IT TO THEIR CHILDREN

7:22,23 - GOD DID NOT REQUIRE BURNT OFFERINGS IN THE WILDERNESS,



YET THE PEOPLE HAD FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. THE ACKNOW-



LEDGEMENT OF GOD IS MORE IMPORTANT TO GOD THEN THE 



FORMS HE GIVES FOR THAT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO TAKE.



(cf MATT 23:23,24). THEY HAD PUT THEY TRUST IN THE



BURNT OFFERINGS THEMSELVES AND HAD FORGOTTEN GOD

7:25,26 - THEY HAVE NEVER LISTENED

7:30 - THEY ARE USING THE TEMPLE AS A TEMPLE TO WORSHIP FALSE GODS

7:31 - VALLEY OF HINNOM - GEHENNA (NEW TESTAMENT). WAS USED TO



BURN THEIR CHILDREN TO THE GODS

7:33 - NONE SHALL FRIGHTEN THEM AWAY - NO ONE WILL BE LEFT

7:34 - THEY ARE SO DEEPLY IN SIN AND STILL HAPPY AND SINGING

CHAPTER 8

8:1,2 - THEY WILL DESECRATE THE GRAVES OF THE DEAD

8:3 - THE LIVING WILL WISH THEY HAD DIED. THEY WILL GO INTO EXILE

8:7 - A STUPID STORK AND A TURTLE WITH NEXT TO NO BRAIN BOTH



FOLLOW GOD'S LAWS (INSTINCT), BUT GOD'S PEOPLE REFUSE



TO DO SO

8:8 - THEY ARE TRUSTING IN THE FACT THAT JEHOVAH HAS GIVEN HIM



HIS LAW, BUT THEY ARE REFUSING TO KEEP IT

8:9 - EVEN THEIR "WISE" MEN DO NOT LISTEN TO THE LAW OF GOD

8:10-12 - EXACTLY THE SAME AS 6:13-15. THIS INDICATES THEY ARE



POSSIBLY THE SAME PRINCIPLE APPLIED TO TWO DIFFERENT



SITUATIONS

8:16 - DAN IS THE FARTHEST NORTH AREA OF THE LAND OCCUPIED BY



THE TEN TRIBES AFTER THE CONQUEST BY JOSHUA

8:18-9:6 - JEREMIAH'S LAMENT

8:19 - THE NATION IS GOING INTO EXILE

8:20 - HOPE FOR SALVATION IS PAST

8:22 - NOTHING CAN HELP NOW. THE WOUNDS ARE MORTAL

CHAPTER 9

9:2 - JEREMIAH WISHES THAT HE WAS AN INNKEEPER AND NOT A PROPHET

9:4 - EVEN FAMILY MEMBERS CAN NOT BE TRUSTED TO DO RIGHT

9:8 - THEY ARE HYPOCRITES. THEY PRIVATELY SEEK THE DESTRUCTION



OF THOSE AROUND THEM

9:10,11 - ALL WILL BE DESTROYED

9:17-22 - A DEATH-BURIAL SCENE IS PICTURED

9:18 - LET THEM MAKE HASTE - IT IS COMING SOON

9:23 - THESE ARE THE THINGS THAT WE USUALLY GLORY IN:



1. WISDOM



2. POWER



3. RICHES

9:24 - THE COMING JUDGEMENT IS RIGHTEOUS AND JUST
CHAPTER 10

10:1-16 - THE NO-GODS POWERLESSNESS AND JEHOVAH'S GRANDEUR

10:19-22 - JEREMIAH'S LAMENT OVER THE DESOLATION

10:23-25 - JEREMIAH'S PRAYER FOR MERCY IN THE EXECUTION OF



JUDGEMENT

10:23 - MAN IS UNABLE TO CHOOSE RIGHTLY WITHOUT GOD

CHAPTER 11

11:1-5 - JEHOVAH RECALLS THE MOSAIC COVENANT

11:6-8 - THE NATION HAS CONSTANTLY AND CONSISTENTLY VIOLATED



THE TERMS OF THE COVENANT

11:9 - A CONSPIRACY - GOD PICTURES THIS AS BEING A CALCULATED



PLOT, NOT ACCIDENTAL

11:10 - IN THE WORSHIPPING OF OTHER GODS THE PEOPLE HAVE BROKEN THE



COVENANT. IT WAS BASED UPON THE FIRST COMMANDMENT, 
AND



THEY HAVE VIOLATED THAT AND REFUSED TO LISTEN TO GOD'S



PLEAS TO STOP

11:12 - THE NO-GODS CAN NOT STOP THE COMING DESTRUCTION

11:13 - IDOLATRY IS RAMPANT

11:14 - JEREMIAH IS TOLD TO STOP HIS CRYING AND INTERCESSION ON



BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE

11:15 - THEY REJOICE IN DOING WRONG (cf. GEN 6:1ff AND



ROM 1:18ff)

11:19 - JEREMIAH WAS NAIVE

11:19 - THE PEOPLE PLOTTED TO KILL JEREMIAH

11:20 - JEREMIAH SAYS GOD WILL PROTECT AND AVENGE HIM

11:21 - ANATHOTH'S MEN, THOSE THAT CONSPIRED AGAINST JEREMIAH,



SHALL BE KILLED
CHAPTER 12

12:1-17 - THE EVENTS OF JEREMIAH'S OWN LIFE ARE USED TO DEPICT



THE EVIL WITHIN THE NATION

12:1-4 - JEREMIAH IS DOING GOD'S WILL AND THEY ARE TRYING TO KILL



HIM. YET THESE EVIL PEOPLE ARE PROSPERING, WHY??

12:1 - JEREMIAH "STRIVES, ARGUES" WITH GOD - HE QUESTIONS THE



JUSTICE OF LIFE

12:2 - THEY PRACTICE FALSE RELIGION. THEY USE IT AS A MEANS TO



LOOK GOOD

12:5 - JEHOVAH'S ANSWER - "JEREMIAH, THE WORST IS STILL AHEAD!!! IF YOU



ARE ALREADY WANTING TO QUIT, WHAT WILL YOU DO WHEN



THINGS REALLY GET TOUGH??"

12:6 - YOUR OWN FAMILY IS GOING TO TURN AGAINST YOU BEFORE THIS IS



OVER!!!

12:7 - JEREMIAH - "I HAVE TURNED MY BACK ON MY FAMILY"

12:10 - THE NATION'S LEADERS HAVE TAKEN AWAY EVERYTHING THAT I HAVE

12:14 - EVIL NEIGHBORS - THE GENTILE NATIONS

12:15-17 - IF THEY WILL LEARN OF JEHOVAH AND SERVE HIM, HE WILL BLESS



THEM

CHAPTER 13

13:1-11 - THE MARRED GIRDLE

13:11 - THE GIRDLE REPRESENTS THE NATION. THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO



CLEAVE TO GOD, BUT THERE BLEMISH (IDOLATRY) HAS MADE



THEM USELESS. THE ONLY THING ONE CAN DO IS THROW THE



GIRDLE AWAY.

13:12-14 - THE FULL BOTTLES

13:15-17 - A FINAL CALL FOR REPENTANCE

13:18-27 - A MESSAGE TO THE KING AND QUEEN

13:18,19 - THE NATION REFUSES TO REPENT, JUDAH WILL GO INTO 




CAPTIVITY

13:20 - BABYLON COMES

13:25 - THE JUDGEMENT RESULTS FROM THEIR SIN

CHAPTER 14

14:5,6 - REMEMBER EARLIER JEREMIAH SAID THAT THE ANIMALS WOULD



SUFFER BECAUSE OF JUDAH'S EVIL

14:7-9 - JEREMIAH'S PRAYER FOR MERCY

14:11 - GOD TELLS JEREMIAH TO QUIT PRAYING FOR THE PEOPLE

14:13 - THE FALSE PROPHETS ARE TELLING THE PEOPLE THERE WILL



BE NO WAR

14:15,16 - GOD WILL KILL THE FALSE PROPHETS AND THEIR FAMILIES

14:18 - THE CITY HAD FAMINE BECAUSE IT WAS ENCIRCLED BY TROOPS



AND SUPPLIES COULD NOT BE BROUGHT INTO IT

14:19-22 - IN THE MIDST OF JUDGEMENT THE PEOPLE WILL TURN TO GOD

CHAPTER 15

15:1 - GOD REFUSES TO LISTEN TO THEIR PLEAS

15:4 - MANASSEH BUILT ALTARS TO THE NO GODS IN THE 



TEMPLE (2 KINGS 21:4). HE WAS ALSO A MURDERER (21:16)

15:6 - GOD CAN GROW TIRED OF REPENTANCE THAT IS NOT FOLLOWED



BY A CHANGE IN ACTIONS

15:10 - JEREMIAH'S APOLOGY TO HIS MOTHER FOR HIS MINISTRY

15:11 - GOD COMFORTS HIM - HE WILL STREGHTEN HIM. ONE DAY HIS 



MOCKERS WILL COME, SEEKING HIS COUNSEL

15:12-14 - SPOKEN BY GOD TO JEREMIAH. JEREMIAH IS A REPRESENTATIVE OF



THE NATION OF JUDAH. BY GOD SAYING THESE THINGS TO HIS



PROPHET (SAYING THEY WILL BEFALL JEREMIAH) HE IS SHOWING



HOW COMPLETE AND IRREVOCABLE THE JUDGMENT WILL BE

15:15-18 - JEREMIAH'S PRAYER FOR PERSONAL DELIVERENCE 

15:18 - LOOK AT THIS QUESTION: THIS IS A BIG QUESTION. A PROFOUND



QUESTION ABOUT GOD'S VERY BEING. HIS RIGHT TO JUDGE AND HIS



JUSTICE. THERE APPEARS TO BE ANGER IN JEREMIAH'S QUERIES.

15:19 - GOD TELLS JEREMIAH TO REPENT "IF YOU RETURN (OR TURN)".



IF JEREMIAH REPENTS, THE PEOPLE WILL ONE DAY TURN TO 



HIM. HE WILL NOT CONTINUE DOWN THE PATH OF



FAITHLESSNESS TO DESTRUCTION

CHAPTER 16

16:1-4 - JEREMIAH TOLD NOT TO MARRY BECAUSE HIS FAMILY WOULD DIE



IN THE JUDGEMENT

16:5 - HE IS TOLD NOT TO MOURN FOR THIS DESTRUCTION IS THE ACT OF



GOD. THE WORD "LOVINGKINDNESS" IS "cHESED" THE LOVE



REQUIRED IN A COVENANT RELATIONSHIP. THE COVENANT IS NO



LONGER IN EFFECT

16:6,7 - EITHER MEN DO NOT CARE BECAUSE OF:



1. LACK OF CONCERN



2. DEPTH OF THEIR OWN MISERY



3. THEY ARE ALL DEAD

16:11,12 - AGAIN THE BASIS OF THE JUDGEMENT IS THEIR IDOLATRY

16:14,15 - EVEN NOW AT THE BEGINNING OF A SURE JUDGEMENT, JEHOVAH



PROMISES RETURN AND RENEWAL

16:16-18 - GOD WILL SEARCH THEM ALL OUT TO RETURN THEM, AFTER THEY



HAVE RECOMPENSED THEIR SIN

16:19,20 - THE HEATHEN NATIONS WILL TURN TO JEHOVAH (REMEMBER



THE JEWS WILL HAVE BEEN SPREAD THROUGHOUT THESE NATIONS

CHAPTER 17

17:2 - THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH ONLY REMEMBER IDOLATRY, NOT THE



WORSHIP OF JEHOVAH

17:5-8 - THOSE THAT TRUST IN GOD DURING THE JUDGEMENT SHALL BE



BLESSED

17:9-11 - THE RICHES OF THE EXTORTIONERS AND THEIVES SHALL BE



TAKEN FROM THEM. THEY WERE FOOLISH TO THINK THAT



JEHOVAH WOULD LET THEM HAVE THEM.

17:12-18 - JEREMIAH PRAYS FOR PROTECTION

17:13,14 - SALVATION (DURING THE JUDGEMENT SPECIFICALLY AND



LIFE IN PRINCIPLE) IS ONLY IN JEHOVAH

17:15,16 - THE PEOPLE ARE MOCKING JEREMIAH. HOWEVER HE DID NOT



LIKE THE MESSAGE HE HAD TO PREACH EITHER

17:18 - HE ASKS FOR VINDICATION

17:19-27 - JEREMIAH IS TO PREACH THAT THE SABBATH DAY IS TO BE



HOLY AS GOD COMMANDED.

17:22,23 - THEIR ANCESTORS DID NOT KEEP THE SABBATH HOLY

17:25 - GOD PROMISES NAITONAL RENEWAL IF THEY REPENT

17:27 - JERUSALEM ITSELF WILL BE DESTROYED IN THE JUDGEMENT IF THEY DO



NOT REPENT

CHAPTER 18

18:1-12 - THE LESSON OF THE POTTER'S POWER

18:7 - NOTICE THE GENERIC "A NATION ... A KINGDOM". THIS REFERS 
TO ANY



NATiON NOT JUST ISRAEL

18:15 - THEY HAVE FORGOTTEN JEHOVAH

18:18 - THEY ARE CLAIMING THAT JEREMIAH IS A FALSE PROPHET, SO



THEY DON'T HAVE TO LISTEN TO HIM (DEUT 18:20-22)

18:19-23 - JEREMIAH PRAYS FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF HIS ENEMIES

18:20 - EARLIER IN HIS MINISTRY JEREMIAH HAD PRAYED FOR HIS NATION, IN



SPITE OF ITS WICKEDNESS.  ONE WOULD THINK THIS SECTION WAS



WRITTEN AFTER JEREMIAH WAS PUT INTO THE CISTERN. NOTICE



HIS REFERENCES TO "DIGGING A PIT"

18:21-23 - HE NOW WANTS THEM DESTROYED

CHAPTER 19

19:1-15 - THE PARABLE OF THE EARTHEN BOTTLE

19:2 - HINNOM WAS THE LOCATION OF THE ALTARS WHERE THE SACRIFICE



OF CHILDREN OCCURRED

19:4,5 - THE BASIS OF JUDGEMENT IS IDOLATRY. THIS LED TO THE



CHEAPENING OF HUMAN LIFE

19:5 - GOD CAN NOT CONCEIVE OF BURNING CHILDREN IN SACRIFICE

19:9 - CANNIBALISM WILL OCCUR DURING THE EXECUTION OF JUDGEMENT

19:11 - SO MANY WILL BE KILLED THEY WILL RUN OUT OF BURIAL GROUND

19:12,13 - TOPHETH IS THE OLD NAME, THE NEW NAME IS SLAUGHTER.



THERE SHALL BE SLAUGHTER IN THE HOUSES OF JERUSALEM AND



IN THE KINGS PALACE

CHAPTER 20

20:4 - THIS IS THE FIRST MENTION THAT IT WILL BE BABYLON THAT 



TAKES JUDAH CAPTIVE

20:5 - cf. DANIEL 5:2

20:6 - ACCORDING TO DEUT 18, PASHHUR SHOULD HAVE BEEN KILLED.



HOWEVER, THE PEOPLE DID NOT KNOW, OR CARE ABOUT, THE



LAW

20:7-18 - JEREMIAH FEELING SORRY FOR HIMSELF

20:9 - JEREMIAH, AT TIMES, HAS TRIED TO WALK AWAY FROM HIS



MINISTRY. BUT, WHEN HE DOES, GOD'S WORD WILL NOT



ALLOW HIM TO REMAIN SILENT ABOUT WHAT HE SEES

20:10 - NOTICE THE MEANING OF MAGOR-MISSABIB - IT ALSO MEANS



"TERROR ON EVERY SIDE". THIS IS A PLAY ON THAT NAME

20:13 - IN THIS CASE IT WAS JEREMIAH WHO WAS "THE NEEDY"

20:14,15 - cf JOB 3:1ff - APPARENTLY A COMMON JEWISH CURSE

CHAPTER 21

21:1,2 - THE AUDACITY OF THESE PEOPLE: "WE DON'T KNOW GOD. WE DON'T



WANT GOD. WHO IS GOD?" THEN WHEN BAD TIMES COME 'PLEASE



GOD HELP US!!'"

21:3,4 - THERE WILL NOT BE ANY WEAPONS USED AGAINST YOU

21:5,6 - I DON'T NEED WEAPONS!! I WILL KILL YOU MYSELF WITH A



PLAGUE

21:7 - THOSE THAT LIVE WILL GO INTO CAPTIVITY

21:8-10 - SURRENDER, OR DIE!

21:10 - THE CITY SHALL BE CONQUERED, SACKED AND BURNED

21:11 - THE ANSWER TO THE KING IS "REPENT AND EXECUTE JUSTICE"

CHAPTER 22

22:1-30 - A CURSE UPON THE KINGS OF JUDAH

22:4,5 - NOTICE THAT REPENTANCE NOW CAN NOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT



THE JUDGEMENT IS COMING. IT CAN ONLY CHANGE GOD'S 



FUTURE DEALINGS WITH THE NATION

22:6 - YOU ARE NEAT, IMPORTANT AND I CARE A LOT ABOUT YOU: BUT, I



WILL DESTROY YOU ANYWAY

22:10 - THE EXILE WILL LAST FOR MORE THAN A GENERATION. THOSE THAT GO



INTO EXILE WILL DIE THERE

22:13-19 THIS IS AGAINST KING JEHOIAKIM

22:13 - STOP USING YOUR POWER TO ABUSE THE PEOPLE (FORCING THEM TO DO



WORK FOR NO WAGES)

22:16 - ACTING JUSTLY BROUGHT REWARD, NOT EXTORTION

22:24-30 - A CURSE OF CHILDLESSNESS IS PUT UPON KING JECONIAH,



THE SON OF JEHOIAKIM ABOVE

22:30 - THIS BROKE THE DAVIDIC SEED-LINE AND MEANT THAT THE CHRIST HAD



TO COME THROUGH A SON OF DAVID OTHER THAN SOLOMON

CHAPTER 23

23:1-4 - JUDAH'S WICKED LEADERS. SHEPHERDS ARE SUPPOSED TO CARE



FOR THEIR FLOCKS. THESE DON'T

23:2 - HAVE NOT VISITED - TO LEAD A PEOPLE, YOU MUST KNOW THEM.



YOU MUST BE WILLING TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THEIR LIVES.



THIS REQUIRES THAT YOU VISIT WITH THEM. THAT YOU SPEND



TIME WITH THEM.

23:3 - EVEN NOW GOD HAS A REMNANT LEFT IN JUDAH

23:5-8 - THE RIGHTEOUS SHEPHERD - JESUS CHRIST (REV 5:5; ROM 15:12)

23:7,8 - THROUGH THE POWER OF GOD'S WORKING THE RETURN FROM EXILE



WILL BECOME THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT IN ISRAELITE



HISTORY, REPLACING THE EXODUS FROM EGYPT.

23:9-32 - GOD DENOUNCES THE FALSE PROPHETS

23:9,10 - THE TRUE PROPHETS LIKE JEREMIAH ARE RECEIVING SO MANY



PROPHECIES BECAUSE SO MUCH IS WRONG.

23:10 - SWEARING - "THE CURSE" - GOD IS INVOKING THE CURSES OF



COVENANT VIOLATION

23:13 - THE FALSE PROPHETS OF THE 10 NORTHERN TRIBES LED THEM INTO



APOSTASY AND EVENTUAL DESTRUCTION

23:14 - JUDAH'S PROPHETS ARE DOING THE SAME THING. THEY ACTUALLY 



SPEAK IN FAVOR OF EVIL

23:16 - VANITY IS WRONG - IT IS PRIDEFUL

23:17-22 - THEY HAD NO RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. YET, THEY SPOKE AS



THOUGH THEY RECEIVED THEIR MESSAGES FROM HIM. REMEMBER



JESUS SAID "BY THEIR FRUITS YOU SHALL KNOW THEM

23:23 - GOD IS CLOSE ENOUGH TO SEE AND ACT

23:33 - THE PEOPLE ARE MOCKINGLY ASKING JEREMIAH "WHAT HAS GOD TOLD



YOU TO TELL US TODAY? WHAT IS YOUR BURDEN (HEBREW -



masssa)? JEREMIAH ANSWERS YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT GOD'S



BURDEN IS? YOU ARE GOD'S BURDEN

23:33 - BURDEN - cf. NAHUM 1:1; HABAKKUK 1:1; MALACHI 1:1; ZECHARIAH 9:1;



12:1; ISAIAH 15:1-23:1 - FIRST VERSES OF PROPHECIES AGAINST EACH



NATION

23:34-40 - BECAUSE OF THE PEOPLES MOCKING ABUSE OF THE TERM 
"BURDEN",



GOD HAS TOLD JEREMIAH HE IS TO NO LONGER USE THE



TERM. ALSO, THAT HE WILL PUNISH THOSE THAT DO.

23:36 - THEY HAD PERVERTED THE WORD "BURDEN". THEY HAD TURNED IT 



INTO A TAUNT.

CHAPTER 24

24:1-10 - THE VISION OF THE FIG BASKETS

24:1 - THIS IS AFTER THE FIRST DEPORTATION OCCURRED IN 606 B.C.

24:4-7 - IT IS INTERESTING THAT THE PEOPLE OF JUDAH THAT WENT 
INTO



CAPTIVITY WERE ACTUALLY THE BETTER PEOPLE. THOSE WITH



WHOM GOD WAS INTERESTED IN WORKING

24:8-10 - THOSE LEFT BEHIND, AND THOSE THAT HAD GONE TO EGYPT, WERE



REPROBATES WITH WHOM GOD WAS NOT INTERESTED IN WORKING.

CHAPTER 25

25:1-38 - GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL THE NATIONS
25:4-6 - THE MESSAGE OF THE PROPHETS TO JUDAH. THE ONLY CONTEMPORARY



PROPHET THAT WROTE WAS ZEPHANIAH (SEE ZEPH 1:1 ). THERE



WERE OTHER PROPHETS THAT DID NOT RECORD THEIR



PROPHECIES. ALSO, EZEKIEL AND DANIEL WERE ACTUALLY IN



BABYLON AS PART OF THE CAPTIVITY

25:8 - NOTICE GOD REFERS TO NEBUCHADNEZZAR AS "MY SERVANT"

25:11 - THIS IS THE FIRST MENTION OF THE LENGTH OF THE



CAPTIVITY. IT IS TO BE SEVENTY YEARS.

25:12-14 - AFTER GOD USES BABYLON TO JUDGE JUDAH, HE WILL THEN JUDGE



BABYLON USING OTHER NATIONS FOR ITS OWN SINFULNESS

25:15-26 - A LISTING OF THE NATIONS THAT GOD WILL USE THE BABYLONIANS



TO JUDGE

25:29 - THE NATIONS HAVE NO CHOICE IN THEIR BEING JUDGED.  COMPARE THIS



TO 1 PETER 4:17

25:30 - HERE IS THE IDEA OF TREADING GRAPES AS BEING SYMBOLIC OF



JUDGEMENT (cf. REV 14:17-20)

25:31 - CONTROVERSY - THE WORD IS EQUIVALENT TO "LAWSUIT" TODAY

25:33 - WHY SHOULD THESE PEOPLE NOT BE LAMENTED, ETC. - BECAUSE GOD IS



JUST IN HIS EXECUTION OF JUDGEMENT. THEY 
DESERVED THEIR


END. cf HEBREWS 10:26ff

25:34-38 - DIRECTED SPECIFICALLY AT THE LEADERS

25:37 - THE PEACABLE FOLDS - THOSE "SHEEP" THAT ARE STILL GOD'S



REALIZE THAT IT IS NOT A TIME TO SAY ANYTHING. GOD IS



MAD. cf HABAKKUK 2:20

CHAPTER 26

26:1-7 - JEREMIAH'S MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE

26:2 - THEY WEREN'T COMING TO WORSHIP JEHOVAH. THEY WERE COMING



TO PRACTICE IDOLATRY IN THE TEMPLE THAT RIGHTFULLY



BELONGED TO JEHOVAH

26:6 - GOD DESTROYED SHILOH AND THE ARK OF THE COVENANT WAS TAKEN  

TO PHILISTIA

26:8,9 - THE PEOPLE DON'T LIKE JEREMIAH'S MESSAGE AND TAKE HIM TO



KILL HIM

26:12-15 - JEREMIAH'S MESSAGE WOULD NOT CHANGE INSPITE OF DANGER



TO HIS PHYSICAL WELL-BEING. (cf. DAN 3:17,18). THIS IS THE FAITH



WE MUST TRY TO DEVELOP

26:18 - THE PROPHET IN THE BOOK OF MICAH (MICAH 1:1)

26:20-24 - JEHOIAKIM COULD NOT BEAR THE WORDS OF THE PROPHETS OF



JEHOVAH. HE CHASED DOWN URIAH, A PROPHET, AND HAD HIM



KILLED. URIAH WAS NOT A COWARD, JUST PRUDENT. COMPARE



MATTHEW 10:23.

26:24 - APPARENTLY JEHOIAKIM ALSO TRIED TO KILL JEREMIAH, BUT



AHIKAM PROTECTED HIM. SEE 2 KINGS 22:8ff FOR MORE



ON AHIKAM. HE WAS APPARENTLY A MAN OF GREAT INFLUENCE

CHAPTER 27

27:1-11 - THE NATIONS ARE TOLD TO SUBMIT TO BABYLON

27:5,6 - GOD'S RIGHT TO EXECUTE JUDGEMENT IS BASED UPON HIS



RIGHTS AS CREATOR. WE OFTEN FORGET THAT GOD HAS RIGHTS


TO US DUE TO THE FACT THAT HE CREATED US



(cf. ROM 9:14-23)

27:12 - THE VISION OF VERSE 1 OCCURS IN 608 B.C. - THE FIRST YEAR OF



JEHOIAKIM'S REIGN. 12 YEARS LATTER IN 592 B.C.  JEREMIAH



RECOUNTS THIS PROPHESY TO ZEDEKIAH. APPARENTLY ZEDEKIAH



WAS NOT SUBMITTING AS JEREMIAH SAID HE SHOULD

27:15 - THESE FALSE PROPHETS ARE BRINGING ABOUT ZEDEKIAH'S



DESTRUCTION

27:16 - THE FALSE PROPHETS WERE SAYING JEHOVAH HAD TOLD THEM THAT



THE CAPTIVITY WOULD BE A SHORT ONE

27:18-20 - JEREMIAH SAYS THAT THE FALSE PROPHETS SHOULD PROPHESY 
THAT



THE REMAINING TEMPLE VESSELS WILL NOT BE TAKEN BY



NEBUCHADNEZZAR.

27:21,22 - JEREMIAH PROPHESIES THAT THE REMAINING TEMPLE VESSELS SHALL



ALSO BE TAKEN TO BABYLON. HE SAYS THE TRUE PROPHET OF



JEHOVAH IS THE ONE WHOSE PROPHESY COMES TO PASS

CHAPTER 28

28:1-4 - HANANIAH, A FALSE PROPHET FROM GIBEON, TOOK JEREMIAH UP ON HIS



CHALLENGE. HE PROPHESIED THAT THE CAPTIVITY WOULD END IN



2 YEARS

28:5-11 - JEREMIAH'S ANSWER TO HANANIAH'S PROPHECY

28:6 - AMEN - THIS IS NOT NECESSARILY SAID MOCKINGLY BY JEREMIAH.



HE MAY TRULY WISH THE CAPTIVITY WOULD ONLY LAST 2 MORE



YEARS

28:8,9 - JEREMIAH INVOKES THE DEUTERONOMAIC TEST OF THE TRUE



PROPHET OF GOD (DEUT 18).

28:13 - HANANIAH'S CONTEMPT FOR GOD HAS RESULTED IN AN INCREASE



IN THE SEVERITY OF THE BABYLONIAN RULE (HE HAS CAUSED



THE BARS OF WOOD TO BECOME BARS OF IRON)

28:16 - JEREMIAH PROPHESIES OF HANANIAH'S DEATH

28:17 - HANANIAH DIES. THIS SHOWS THAT JEREMIAH WAS INDEED A



TRUE PROPHET OF JEHOVAH.

CHAPTER 29
29:1-23 - JEREMIAH'S LETTER TO THE CAPTIVES IN BABYLON

29:1 - THE LETTER WAS SENT TO THE ELDERS, PEOPLE AND PROPHETS.



THIS ACCOUNTS FOR DANIEL'S HAVING A COPY OF THE LETTER



IN DANIEL 9:2, ALTHOUGH HE READS IT 53 YEARS LATER IN



539 B.C.

29:8 - THEIR FALSE PROPHETS WERE MAKING UP THEIR OWN VISIONS

29:12,13 - THE CAPTIVITY WILL BRING NATIONAL REPENTANCE. AFTER



THE EXILE THE JEWS NEVER AGAIN PRACTISED NATIONAL



IDOLATRY. THEY HAD LEARNED THEIR LESSON

29:15 - THE CAPTIVES WERE SAYING THAT THEY HAD THEIR OWN PROPHETS



NOW; THEY DON'T NEED JEREMIAH.

29:16-20 - THE CAPTIVES HAVE BEEN SPARED FROM THE FINAL TERRIBLE



END OF JERUSALEM.

29:21-23 - THESE TWO FALSE PROPHETS IN BABYLON WERE COMMITTING



ADULTERY. THEY WERE TURNED OVER TO THE CIVIL  AUTHORITIES



AND KILLED.

29:24-28 - THE REACTION OF SHEMAIAH, ONE OF THE JEWS OF THE CAPTIVITY, TO



JEREMIAH'S LETTER. HE SAYS JEREMIAH IS 
"MAD" AND ZEPHANIAH,



ONE OF THE PRIESTS IN JERUSALEM, SHOULD KILL  



HIM.  (JEHOIADAH WAS THE PRIEST THAT KILLED 
THE PRIEST OF



BAAL IN 2 KINGS 11:1-20)

29:29-32 - JEREMIAH PROPHESIES THAT IT IS SHEMAIAH THAT WILL DIE

CHAPTER 30
30 & 31 - THE NEXT TWO CHAPTERS ARE LARGELY MESSIANIC

30:1 - THE FIRST OF JEREMIAH'S BOOKS. THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF 



THIS IS GIVEN TO US IN CHAPTER 36.

30:3 - THIS BOOK IS SPECIFICALLY WRITTEN SO THOSE RETURNING FROM



CAPTIVITY WILL HAVE A RECORD OF JEREMAIH'S MINISTRY



AND PROPHECIES

30:4-11 - THE PROMISE OF RETURN

30:7 - THE DAY WHEN GOD RETURNS ISRAEL WILL BE A MIGHTY DAY



OF JUDGEMENT ON THE NATIONS

30:7 - SECTIONS SUCH AS THIS HAVE TWO STAGES OF FULFILLMENT. THE FIRST



STAGE IS THE IMMEDIATE RETURN FROM CAPTIVITY AND THE



SECOND STAGE IS IN THE RULING OF DAVID (CHRIST)

30:11 - BEFORE THIS RETURN OCCURS, HOWEVER, JUDAH MUST BE



DISCIPLINED

30:14 - THEIR LOVERS HAD BEEN EGYPT, ASSYRIA AND THE FALSE GODS WHOM



THEY HAD TURNED TO FOR PROTECTION INSTEAD OF JEHOVAH.

30:16,17 - GOD WILL TAKE BACK, LOVE, PROTECT AND DEFEND THE



NATION AFTER IT IS "OUTCAST" BY ITS LOVERS.

30:18-22 - A FUTURE OF HOPE

30:20 - THE PROMISE OF DIVINE PROTECTION

30:24 - GOD'S WISDOM IS SELDOM UNDERSTOOD IN ITS IMMEDIATE



CONTEXT. IT IS USUALLY ONLY AFTER TIME HAS DISTANCED



US FROM THE SITUATION THAT WE SEE HE WAS DOING WHAT



WAS BEST FOR US.

CHAPTER 31
31:2 - THE JEWS THAT WENT INTO CAPTIVITY WERE THE "REMNANT"



THAT GOD WAS PROTECTING TO BECOME THE SEEDS OF THE



NEW ISRAELITE NATION

31:3 - LOVINGKINDNESS - cHESED - THIS IS THE COVENANT LOVE

31:4 - ISRAEL SHALL ONCE AGAIN BE A VIRGIN (PURE) TO GOD AFTER



THE CAPTIVITY.

31:5 - ISRAEL SHALL ONCE AGAIN HAVE THE BLESSINGS OF THE COVENANT



(FRUITFUL LAND) AFTER THE CAPTIVITY

31:6 - THE PEOPLE SHALL ONCE AGAIN BE WORSHIPPING JEHOVAH AFTER



THE CAPTIVITY. THEY HAVE LEARNED THEIR LESSON

31:8 - THE NATION SHALL RETURN AND THE OUTCASTS OF THE WORLD



WITH THEM. THEY SHALL ALL SEEK GOD

31:10 - THE NATIONS ARE TO PUBLISH THE WORD OF GOD

31:11 - THE STRONGER NATION IS BABYLON

31:12 - ALL THE NATIONS SHALL COME TO JEHOVAH FOR SUSTENANCE

31:15 - THE PRESENT DISTRESS OF JUDAH. THERE CHILDREN WERE BEING



TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY (THIS IS ALSO MESSIANIC



IN NATURE - SEE MATT 2:18)

31:16 - JEHOVAH TURNS THIS SORROW TO JOY

31:18,19 - THE REPENTANCE THAT CAPTIVITY BROUGHT

31:22 - JEHOVAH IS THE MAN. ISRAEL IS THE WOMAN. THE NEW THING THAT GOD



HAS CREATED IS A ISRAEL (WOMAN) THAT IS FAITHFUL



(ENCOMPASSES, SURROUNDS) TO GOD (MAN)

31:23 - THEY HAD QUIT SAYING THESE THINGS. THEY HAD BLESSED IN



BAAL'S NAME. THAT WOULD CHANGE AFTER THE RETURN

31:26 - THIS SECTION, FROM 30:1-31:25 HAD BEEN A DREAM THAT GOD



GIVEN TO JEREMIAH WHILE HE WAS ASLEEP

31:27,28 - THE PROPHETIC OFFICE WILL CHANGE FROM BEING ONE OF



A HARBINGER OF DOOM (1:10) TO A BUILDER (2 COR 10:8)

31:29,30 - GOD WILL NO LONGER JUDGE ON A NATIONAL BASIS BUT



ON THE BASIS OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

31:31-34 - GOD WILL ENTER A NEW COVENANT WITH ISRAEL AND JUDAH.



IT WILL BE UNLIKE THE PREVIOUS COVENANT.

31:33 - GOD'S LAW WILL NOT BE EXTERNAL, BUT WILL BECOME PART OF THE



VERY BEING OF A PERSON. 

31:34a - PEOPLE WILL NO LONGER HAVE TO BE TAUGHT ABOUT GOD BECAUSE



THEY WILL KNOW HIM WHEN THEY ENTER THE COVENANT. THE



JEWS ENTERED THE OLD COVENANT BY BIRTH, SO THEY HAD TO BE



TAUGHT ABOUT GOD, AFTER THEY WERE ALREADY IN COVENANT



RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM. IN THE NEW COVENANT, HOWEVER,



PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT GOD BEFORE THEY ENTER THE COVENANT

31:34b - DURING THE OLD COVENANT, SIN WAS REMEMBERED FROM YEAR TO  


YEAR. EVERY YEAR ON THE DAY OF ATONEMENT, PEOPLE


 
REMEMBERED THEIR SINS. THE NEW COVENANT WOULD BE



DIFFERENT IN THAT GOD WOULD "REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO



MORE"

31:37 - GOD IS SAYING HE COULD NEVER CAST OFF ISRAEL

31:38-40 - JERUSALEM SHALL BE REBUILT AND TOTALLY SANCTIFIED. AREAS



BEFORE UNCLEAN (VALLEY OF BODIES, ETC.) ARE NOW "HOLY



TO THE LORD". THIS DENOTES A CHANGE IN THE LAW

CHAPTER 32

32:1-15 – JEREMIAH IS COMMANDED TO BUY THE FIELD OF HIS COUSIN

32:16-25 – JEREMIAH ASKS GOD WHY? WHY SHOULD I BUY THIS FIELD IF THE NATION IS BEING TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

32:26-35 – JEHOVAH RECOUNTS TO JEREMIAH THE SINFUL HISTORY OF JUDAH THAT HAS BROUGHT JERUSALEM TO THE BRINK OF BEING RAZED.

32:36-44 – JEHOVAH HAD JEREMIAH BUY THE FIELD TO SHOW THE FACT THAT THE JEWS WOULD RETURN AND REPOSSESS THE LAND.  THAT ALL THE TRANSACTIONS CARRIED OUT ON THE LAND WOULD ONCE AGAIN OCCUR IN JUDAH

CHAPTER 33

33:1-9 – ONCE THE WRATH OF GOD HAS BEEN EXECUTED AND THE NATION HAS BEEN PUNISHED, JEHOVAH WILL RETURN THE NATION, CURE AND FORGIVE THEIR SINS.

33:10,11 – THE NATION SHALL ONCE AGAIN HAVE JOY

33:12,13 – THE NATION SHALL ONCE AGAIN HAVE RESPONSIBLE SHEPHERDS

33:14-18 – JESUS IS THE ANOINTED OF GOD (MESSIAH, CHRIST).  THOSE IN THE OLD COVENANT THAT WERE ANOINTED WERE THE PRIEST, PROPHETS AND KINGS.  JESUS IS ALL THREE.  (cf.  HEBREWS CHAPTERS 5-9 – PRIEST; ACTS 3:19-26 – PROPHET; ACTS 2:25-31 – KING)
33:19-22 – THE NEW COVENANT WILL BE A SURE, UNBREAKABLE ONE

33:23-26 – GOD HAS NOT CAST OFF HIS PEOPLE.  (cf. ROMANS 11:1-8)

CHAPTER 34

34:3 – ZEDEKIAH WILL BE TAKEN CAPTIVE TO BABYLON

34:4 – HE WILL BE ALLOWED TO LIVE AND WILL DIE A NATURAL DEATH

34:5 – HIS DEATH WILL BE MOURNED BY THE PEOPLE (2 CHRON 16:14) BY THEIR BURNING SPICES AT HIS FUNERAL

34:8,9 – ZEDEKIAH FIGURED THAT FREE-MEN WOULD FIGHT HARDER THAN SLAVES TO KEEP JERUSALEM FREE.  THEY WOULD KNOW THAT MORE SLAVERY WOULD BE THEIR LOT IF JERUSALEM WAS DEFEATED

34:11 – THEN THE MASTERS CHANGED THEIR MINDS AND BROKE THEIR COVENANT

34:14 – THE LAW REQUIRED THAT JEWS COULD ONLY HAVE ANOTHER JEW AS A SLAVE FOR 7 YEARS.  AFTER THAT HE, OR SHE, HAD TO BE RELEASED.  THEY HAD QUIT DOING THIS.

34:15 – THEY HAD SEALED THIS COVENANT OF FREEDOM INVOKING THE NAME OF JEHOVAH, IN FRONT OF THE TEMPLE.

34:16 – THEY THEN BROKE THE COVENANT (BAD IDEA!!)

34:18 – THEY HAD EVEN USED THE COVENANT OATH CEREMONY OF WALKING BETWEEN THE HALVES OF A DIVIDED CALF
CHAPTER 35

35:1-11 – THE STORY OF HOW THE SONS (DESCENDANTS) OF RECHAB HAD CONTINUED TO OBEY THE VOICE OF THEIR FATHER, RECHAB

35:12-17 – JEHOVAH USES THE RECHABITES OBEDIENCE AS AN ALLEGORY OF HOW THE NATION SHOULD HAVE OBEYED HIM

35:18,19 – JEHOVAH REWARDS THE OBEDIENCE OF THE RECHABITES

CHAPTER 36

38:1-8 – THE WRITING OF THE FIRST COLLECTION OF JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES
36:1 – FOURTH YEAR OF JEHOIAKIM = 604 B.C.

36:5 – JEREMIAH HAD PROBABLY BEEN BARRED FROM ENTRY TO THE TEMPLE AREA FOR HIS PROPHECIES

36:7 – THIS STORY IS RELATED FROM EARLIER IN THE MINISTRY OF JEREMIAH.  AT THIS POINT THE PEOPLE COULD STILL REPENT

36:9,10 – THE READING OF THE BOOK IN THE TEMPLE

36:9 – THIS IS THE FIRST FAST-DAY THAT FOLLOWED BARUCH’S FINISHING THE BOOK

36:11-19 – THE READING OF THE BOOK TO THE LEADERS OF JUDAH

36:17 – THEY WANT TO KNOW IF JEREMIAH REALLY HAS PROPHESIED ALL OF THESE THINGS

36:18 – BARUCH ASSURES THEM THAT HE WROTE IT DOWN, WORD FOR WORD AS JEREMIAH GAVE IT TO HIM

36:19 – THE LEADERS EXPECT THE KING TO REACT VIOLENTLY TO WHAT THE BOOK SAYS

36:20-26 – JEHOIAKIM AND HIS REACTION TO GOD’S WORD

36:20 – AT FIRST THEY JUST TELL THE KING WHAT THE BOOK SAYS

36:21 – JEHOIAKIM WANTS THEM TO ACTUALLY READ IT TO HIM

36:23 – HOW OFTEN DO WE “CUT UP” GOD’S WORD BY OUR FEFUSING TO BELIEVE WHAT IT SAYS? BY REFUSING TO SUBMIT TO IT?  BY OUR BEING CLOSE-MINDED IN OUR STUDY OF IT (REFUSING TO ACCEPT SOME NEW TRUTH BECAUSE IT DOESN’T AGREE WITH WHAT WE ALREADY BELIEVE TO BE TRUE?)
36:25 – APPARENTLY THESE TWO MEN STILL HAD SOME AMOUNT OF GODLINESS, OR AT LEAST RESPECT FOR JEHOVAH, LEFT IN THEM
36:27-32 – GOD’S REACTION TO JEHOIAKIM’S ACTION

36:28 – YOU CAN’T DESTROY THE WORD OF GOD.  PEOPLE HAVE TRIED IT SINCE BEFORE JESUS WAS BORN.  IT IS LIVING AND ACTIVE.

36:31 – THE SERVANTS ARE PUNISHED BECAUSE THEY DID NOT TRY TO STOP JEHOIAKIM FROM DESTROYING THE WORD OF GOD (SEE 36:24)

CHAPTER 37
37:2 – JEREMIAH HAD TOLD THE PEOPLE LEFT IN JUDAH AND JERUSALEM TO SUBMIT TO BABYLONIAN RULE (JER 27:12).  IF THEY WOULD DO THIS THEY WOULD CONTINUE TO REMAIN IN THE LAND.

37:3 – AT THE LAST MOMENT ZEDEKIAH ASKS GOD TO HELP.  (ACCORDING TO 37:5, THE BABYLONIANS HAD SURROUNDED JERUSALEM AND WERE ATTACKING THE CITY WHEN THIS REQUEST WAS MADE)

37:5 – NEBUCHADNEZZAR BROKE OFF HIS SIEGE OF JERUSALEM TO ATTACK THE EGYPTIANS THAT WERE COMING
37:6-10 – DEFEAT IS UNAVOIDABLE

37:7 – THE CHALDEANS WILL BE BACK.  EGYPT WILL BE DEFEATED
37:9,10 – DESTRUCTION IS UNAVOIDABLE, EVEN IF GOD HAS TO USE WOUNDED BABYLONIANS TO ACCOMPLISH IT

37:11,12 – JEREMIAH USES THE FACT THAT THE CHALDEANS HAVE LEFT TO GET OUT OF JERUSALEM

37:13 – JEREMIAH IS CHARGED WITH TREASON – THEY SAY HE WAS ESCAPING TO THE CHALDEANS

37:17 – ZEDEKIAH HOPES GOD HAS CHANGED HIS MIND.  BUT THEY HAVE PUT GOD’S TRUE PROPHET IN PRISON.  THIS FURTHER CONFIRMS THEIR WICKEDNESS

37:19 – JEREMIAH SARCASTICALLY ASKS THE KING WHERE HIS FALSE PROPHETS ARE NOW

37:21 – JEREMIAH IS GIVEN “HOUSE ARREST.”  HE IS RESTRICTED TO “THE COURT OF THE GUARD.”  IT IS AT THIS TIME THAT HE RECEIVES THE REVELATIONS IN CHAPTERS 32 AND 33

CHAPTER 38

38:2 – JEREMIAH TELLS THE PEOPLE TO SURRENDER AND TO GO INTO CAPTIVITY
38:4 – THE LEADERS SAY THAT JEREMIAH SHOULD BE KILLED FOR LEADING THE PEOPLE INTO TREASON

38:7-13 – EBED-MELECH, AN ETHIOPIAN EUNUCH, SAVES JEREMIAH

38:7 – THIS GENTILE HAD MORE MORAL CONSCIENCE THAN THE JUDEAN LEADERS

38:10 – ZEDEKIAH CHANGES HIS MIND.  HE WILL LET JEREMIAH LIVE

38:14-16 – ZEDEKIAH SEEKS JEREMIAH’S COUNSEL, SECRETLY

38:17 – IF HE SURRENDERS THE CITY WILL NOT BE BURNED

38:19 – ZEDEKIAH WAS AFRAID THAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR WOULD GIVE HIM TO THE JEWS ALREADY IN EXILE.  ZEDEKIAH THOUGHT THEY WOULD “MOCK (BEAT, MISTREAT)” HIM FOR BRINGING THIS DESTRUCTION ON THE NATION

38:20 – IF HE SURRENDERS HE WILL LIVE AND NOT BE MISTREATED

38:21-23 – IF HE DOESN’T SURRENDER HIS FAMILY WILL BE TAKEN FROM HIM AND HE SHALL BE KILLED

CHAPTER 39
39:1-4 – THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

39:1,2 – THE SEIGE LASTS 1½ YEARS

39:4 – ZEDEKIAH TRIES TO ESCAPE

39:5 – ZEDEKIAH CAPTURED

39:6 – ZEDEKIAH’S SONS ARE KILLED

39:7 – ZEDEKIAH IS BLINDED AND TAKEN TO BABYLON

39:8 – ZEDEKIAH IS BURNED AND THE WALLS DESTROYED

39:10 – THIS MADE THE POOR PEOPLE, THE ONLY ONES LEFT IN THE LAND, THINK THAT THE BABYONIANS WERE NICE PEOPLE.  IT WAS A WAY OF ASSURING THEIR ALLEGIANCE

39:11 – APPARENTLY SOMEONE HAD TOLD NEBUCHADNEZZAR THAT JEREMIAH HAD TOLD ZEDEKIAH TO SURRENDER.  TO THE BABYLONIANS JEREMIAH’S PROPHECIES SOUNDED VERY “PRO-CHALDEAN”
39:14 – JEREMIAH COULD CHOOSE TO DO WHATEVER HE WANTED.  HE CHOSE TO STAY AMONG HIS PEOPLE IN HIS LAND

39:16-18 – EBED-MELECH IS REWARDED FOR HIS SAVING JEREMIAH

CHAPTER 40

40:1-5 – JEREMIAH IS FOUND AMONG THE CAPTIVES AND FREED

40:6 – GEDELIAH APPOINTED GOVERNOR BY THE BABYLONIANS

40:7-12 – THE REMNANT IN THE LAND BEGIN TO GET ON WITH LIFE

40:9,10 – GEDELIAH’S POLICY WAS ONE OF SUBMISSION TO THE BABYLONIANS

40:13-16 – GEDELIAH WARNED OF ISHMAEL’S PLOT TO KILL HIM

CHAPTER 41

41:1-3 – GEDELIAH IS ASSASSINATED

41:3 – THE MURDER OF THE GOVERNOR AND THE BABYLONIAN TROOPS WAS AN ACT OF REBELLION

41:4-9 – ISHMAEL’S SLAUGHTER OF THE EIGHTY MEN

41:5 – THE SHAVED BEARDS AND TORN CLOTHES AND CUTS INDICATE MOURNING.

41:5 – THE “CUTS” THEY HAD INFLICTED ON THEMSELVES INDICATE THAT THESE MEN WERE STILL PRACTICING IDOLATROUS RITUALS, FOR JEHOVAH HAD FORBIDDEN THE JEWS TO DO THIS (LEV 19:28)

41:10 – HE RULED THROUGH FORCE AS ALL DICTATORS DO.  EVENTUALLY HE TRIES TO RETURN TO AMMON WITH THE PEOPLE FROM MIZPAH AS CAPTIVES

41:10-15 – JOHANAN RESCUES THE CAPTIVES FROM ISHMAEL

41:16,17 – THEY BEGIN TO ESCAPE TO EGYPT FOR PROTECTION BECAUSE NEBUCHADNEZZAR WILL BE ANGRY OVER THE MURDER OF HIS GOVERNOR AND HIS SOLDIERS.  THEY STOP AT GERUTH CHIMHAM

CHAPTER 42

42:1-4 – THE REMNANT ASK JEREMIAH WHAT THEY SHOULD DO

42:2 – APPARENTLY JEREMIAH IS AT GERUTH CHIMHAM

42:4 – JEREMIAH WILL TELL THEM EXACTLY WHAT JEHOVAH SAYS

42:5,6 – THEY SWEAR THEY WILL DO AS JEHOVAH SAYS

42:7-22 – JEHOVAH’S ANSWER – STAY IN THE LAND

42:10 – GOD’S WRATH HAD BEEN FULFILLED

42:11,12 – GOD CONTROLS NEBUCHADNEZZAR – HE WILL LET THEM LIVE

42:13-17 – DO NOT TURN TO EGYPT

42:16,17 – IF THEY TURN TO EGYPT, THE VERY THING THEY ARE RUNNING FROM (DESTRUCTION) WILL CATCH THEM THERE

42:20-22 – IF THEY GO INTO EGYPT IT WILL BE IN VIOLATION OF GOD’S WILL AND BREAK THE COVENANT THEY SWORE WHEN THEY ASKED JEREMIAH TO SEEK GOD’S WILL

CHAPTER 43

43:1-7 – AGAINST THE WILL OF GOD, THE REMNANT GOES INTO EGYPT

43:6 – THEY FORCED JEREMIAH AND BARUCH TO GO WITH THEM

43:8-13 – JEREMIAH PROPHECIES THAT NEBUCHADNEZZAR WILL CONQUER EGYPT

43:12,13 – TO DESTROY THE TEMPLES OF A NATION’S GOD(S) SHOWED THAT YOUR GOD(S) WAS SUPERIOR TO THEIR GOD(S)

CHAPTER 44

44:1-30 – THIS IS JEREMIAH’S FINAL PROPHECY (CHRONOLOGICALLY).  IT DEALS WITH THE JEWS IN EGYPT AND THEIR LOT FOR THEIR DISOBEDIENCE TO JEHOVAH IN THEIR MOVING TO EGYPT

44:5 – EVEN HERE, AFTER ALL IS SAID AND DONE IT IS STILL THE PRACTICE OF IDOLATRY THAT GOD SAYS WAS THE BASIS OF HIS JUDGEMENT

44:8 – THEY HAD NOT LEARNED A THING.  THEY ARE NOW COMMITTING IDOLATRY IN EGYPT.  DIFFERENT PLACE, DIFFERENT GODS, SAME SIN!!

44:11-14 – THEY WILL ALL DIE IN EGYPT BECAUSE OF THEIR SIN

44:15-19 – THEY REFUSE TO REPENT

44:20-30 – JEREMIAH’S REPLY

44:20-23 – DIDN’T YOU LEARN ANYTHING FROM WHAT HAPPENED TO JUDAH

44:24,25 – GO AHEAD, KEEP ON PRAYING TO THE “QUEEN OF HEAVEN”

44:26-28 – WE WILL SEE WHO IS RIGHT: YOU OR I (JEHOVAH)

44:29,30 – THE PHARAOH BEING TURNED OVER TO BABYLON WILL BE THE SIGN THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF THE JEWS IN EGYPT WILL OCCUR
CHAPTER 45

45:1-5 – GOD’S CONSOLATION TO BARUCH

45:2,3 – BARUCH WAS OVERCOME WITH REMORSE AT THE WRITING OF THE FIRST ROLL (36:8)

45:5 – APPARENTLY BARUCH HAD A PROBLEM WITH PRIDE – HE WANTED THE GOOD THINGS IN LIFE

45:5 – GOD PROMISED BARUCH HIS LIFE ALONE AND SAID THAT WAS ENOUGH.  SHOULD IT BE ENOUGH FOR US ALSO?

SECTION 2 – PROPHECIES AGAINST THE NATIONS
THE SECOND SECTION OF THE BOOK SHOWS GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE

NATIONS AS HE STATES HIS REASONS FOR THEIR BEING JUDGED BY HIM.


I.
EGYPT – 46:1-28


II.
PHILISTIA – 47:1-7

III.
MOAB – 48:1-47


IV.
AMMON – 49:1-6


V.
EDOM – 49:7-22


VI.
DAMASCUS – 49:23-27


VII.
KEDAR AND HAZOR – 49:28-33


VIII.
ELAM – 49:34-39


IX.
BABYLON – 50:1-51:64

CHAPTER 46

46:1-28 – PROPHESY CONCERNING EGYPT

46:2-12 – JEREMIAH GAVE THIS PROPHESY WHEN ASKED REGARDING PHARAOH ATTACKING NEBUCHADNEZZAR AT CARCHEMISH

46:8 – PHARAOH DESIRED TO RULE THE WORLD

46:11 – EGYPT WILL LOSE

46:12 – CONFUSION IN THE BATTLE.  THEY ARE TRIPPING OVER ONE ANOTHER

46:13-24 – JEREMIAH’S PROPHESY REGARDING THE FALL OF EGYPT TO BABYLON

46:16 – THE EGYPTIANS WERE USING MERCENARIES, WHO, WHEN THE BATTLE CAME, WOULD RATHER GO BACK TO THEIR NATIVE LANDS, THAN DIE

46:17 – ONLY A NOISE – PHARAOH WAS A BRAGGART

46:18 – NEBUCHADNEZZAR WILL COME IN MAJESTY

46:23 – NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S ARMY WOULD BE HUGE

46:26 – EGYPT’S DESTRUCTION WILL NOT BE TOTAL

46:27,28 – COMFORT TO JUDAH

46:27 – THE JEWS WILL RETURN FROM BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY

46:28 – THE CAPTIVITY WAS A PUNISHMENT FOR SIN.  JUDAH HAD TO BE PUNISHED

CHAPTER 47

47:1-7 – PROPHESY AGAINST PHILISTIA
47:1 – THIS PROPHESY WAS GIVEN EARLY IN JEREMIAH’S MINISTRY

47:4 – CAPHTOR = CRETE

47:5 – THE IDOLATROUS SELF-MUTILATION RITUALS WILL NOT STOP THE BABYLONIAN ASSAULT

CHAPTER 48

48:1 MOAB – THESE WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF LOT, ABRAHAM’S NEPHEW, AND AS SUCH KNEW OF JEHOVAH GOD

48:7 – THE MOABITES WERE MATERIALISTIC – TRUSTING IN RICHES

48:10 – THE WORK OF JEHOVAH IN THIS CASE IS THE SLAYING OF MOABITES

48:12 – THE GEOGRAPHY OF MOAB MADE IT ALMOST UNCONQUERABLE.  IT WAS SIDED BY THE DEAD SEA AND ALMOST COMPLETELY MOUNTAINOUS.  SO IT HAD NEVER BEEN CONQUERED BEFORE

48:13 – CHEMOSH WAS THE NAME OF THEIR IDOL.  IT REPRESENTED IDOLATRY TO THEM EVEN AS BETHEL WAS TO NORTHERN ISRAEL

48:18 – “COME DOWN” – A REFERENCE TO THE MOUNTAINS OF MOAB

48:29 – MOAB WAS PROUD AND BOASTFUL

48:35 – THEY ARE GUILTY OF IDOLATRY – UNLIKE SOME NATIONS, THEY COULD NOT PLEAD IGNORANCE OF JEHOVAH

48:42 – MOAB WILL NEVER AGAIN BE A NATION

48:47 – LATTER DAYS – THIS IS IN THE MESSIANIC REIGN.  GOD WILL BRING MOABITES INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD

CHAPTER 49

49:1-6 – PROPHECY AGAINST AMMON

49:1 – THE AMMONITES WERE, LIKE THE MOABITES, DESCENDANTS OF LOT

49:1 – THE AMMONITES WERE TAKING THE TERRITORY GIVEN TO GAD

49:1 – MILCAM – IS THE AMMONITE WORD FOR “KING.”  MOLECH – WAS THE AMMONITE GOD AND ALSO FROM THE SAME WORD AS “KING”

49:3 – MOLECH’S DEFEAT IS AGAIN AN INDICATION THAT THE BABYLONIAN GOD WAS STRONGER (FROM MAN’S POINT OF VIEW)

49:4 – THE AMMONITES PRIDED THEMSELVES ON THEIR LAND AND THEIR RICHES

49:6 – AMMONITES WILL ALSO TASTE THE GLORY OF THE MESSIANIC REIGN

49:7-22 – PROPHECY AGAINST EDOM

49:7 – THE EDOMITES WERE THE DESCENDANTS OF ESAU.  AS SUCH THEY KNEW JEHOVAH GOD.  THEIR GRANDFATHER WAS ABRAHAM

49:7 – SEE ALSO THE BOOK OF OBADIAH

49:7 – THE EDOMITES TRUSTED IN THEIR WISDOM

49:8 – THE EDOMITES TRUSTED IN THEIR TOPOGRAPHY (THE WAY THEIR LAND WAS STRUCTURED – i.e. – MOUNTAINS, CAVES, etc.) 

49:9 – THEY TRUSTED IN THEIR WEALTH – A THIEF COULD STEAL ALL HE WANTED AND EDOM WOULD STILL HAVE RICHES LEFT OVER.  THIS VERSE IS A QUOTE OF OBADIAH 1:5

49:10 – THEIR GEOGRAPHY WILL DO THEM NO GOOD.  GOD WILL BRING THEM DOWN

49:12 – EDOM DESERVES TO BE PUNISHED

49:13 – THE NATION OF EDOM WILL BE NO MORE

49:14-16 – ALMOST A DIRECT QUOTE OF OBADIAH 1-4

49:20 – THE YOUTH OF EDOM WILL BE TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY

49:21 – THEIR WARRIORS WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STOP THE DEFEAT

49:23-27 – PROPHECY AGAINST DAMASCUS – THE CAPITAL OF ARAM

49:23 – HAMMATH AND ARPAD ARE 2 SMALLER CITIES IN ARAM

49:27 – THE CITY WILL BE SACKED AND BURNED

49:28-33 – PROPHECIES AGAINST KEDAR AND HAZOR

49:28 – THESE ARE KINGDOMS IN THE DESERT, EAST OF THE AMMONITES

49:29 – THE REFERENCES TO TENTS AND FLOCKS INDICATES THAT THESE WERE NOMADIC KINGDOMS.

49:31 – AGAIN THE EMPHASIS IS ON THE NOMADIC WAY OF LIFE.  THEY WERE SURE THAT THE DESERT PROTECTED THEM FROM ATTACK

49:32 – NEBUCHADNEZZAR WILL TAKE WHAT THEY HAVE: CAMELS, FLOCKS

49:33 – THIS WILL BE THE END OF THE NATIONS.  DESTRUCTION WILL BE COMPLETE

49:34-39 – PROPHESY AGAINST ELAM

49:34 – ELAMITES WILL ALSO ENTER THE MESSIANIC KINGDOM

CHAPTER 50

50:1-51:64 – PROPHECY AGAINST BABYLON

50:1 – cf. HABAKKUK 2

50:2 – BEL AND MARDUK ARE TWO OF BABYLON’S GODS.  AGAIN, BEATING A NATION MEANT THAT THE GODS OF THE CONQUEROR WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN THE VANQUISHED

50:3 – A NATION FORM THE NORTH – MEDIA-PERSIA UNDER DARIUS (MEDE) AND CYRUS (PERSIAN)

50:4 – ISRAEL WILL HAVE REPENTED AND BE SEEKING GOD ONCE AGAIN WHEN THIS OCCURS. Cf. DAN 9:1-3

50:6 – THESE SHEPHERDS ARE THE JUDEAN LEADERS

50:10 – BABYLON HAD ENOUGH WEALTH AND RICHES TO FULFILL EVERYONE’S DESIRES
50:11 – BABYLON HAD PRIDE IN THE MANNER IN WHICH IT CONQUERED JUDAH

50:13 – BABYLON’S DESOLATION WILL BE COMPLETE.  IT SHALL NEVER BE INHABITED AGAIN

50:17 – ASSYRIA AND BABYLON WERE CRUSHED FOR THE MANNER OF DESTRUCTION THEY WROUGHT ON ISRAEL AND JUDAH

50:20 – THE REMNANT OF THE PEOPLE (IN THE MESSIANIC AGE) WILL BE WITHOUT SIN

50:21 – THESE ARE TWO CITIES IN BABYLON

50:28 – JEHOVAH IS DESTROYING BABYLON BECAUSE THEY DESTROYED THE TEMPLE – THE HOUSE OF GOD

50:31,32 – BABYLON HAD BECOME ARROGANT

50:33 – BABYLON HAD REFUSED TO ALLOW THE JEWS TO RETURN TO JUDAH
50:37 – BABYLON HAD BEGUN THE EGYPTIAN PRACTICE OF USING MERCENARIES

50:38 – BABYLON HAD PRACTICED IDOLATRY
CHAPTER 51

51:7 – BABYLON HAD A SPECIAL POSITION WITH GOD (“GOLD CUP”) WHICH THEY ABUSED

51:8,9 – AFTER 70 YEARS CERTAIN OF THE JEWS DID NOT WANT TO LEAVE BABYLON TO RETURN TO ZION.  THIS IS WHAT IS MEANT BY “GET BALM FOR HER PAIN; PERHAPS SHE CAN BE HEALED.”

51:20-23 – A DESCRIPTION OF BABYLON.  IT HAS BEEN THE TOOL OF GOD TO BRING JEHOVAH’S JUDGEMENTS

51:34,35 – JUDAH’S COMPLAINT AGAINST BABYLON

51:36 – JEHOVAH WILL AVENGE JUDAH BY DESTROYING BABYLON

51:44 – THEY HAVE SWALLOWED THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD

51:51 – BABYLONIANS ENTERING THE TEMPLE DESECRATED AND DEFILED IT

51:57 – IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE CAPTURE OF BABYLON OCCURRED WHILE A DRUNKEN PARTY WAS OCCURRING.  THIS FEAST WAS ATTENDED BY THE KING AND THE LEADERS OF THE NATION (cf. DANIEL 5)

51:59 – THESE PROPHECIES OCCURRED ABOUT 593 B.C. – THE FOURTH YEAR OF ZEDEKIAH

51:64 – THIS IS THE END OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH AS ORIGINALLY RECORDED.  AT SOME POINT IN TIME LATER ON, CHAPTER 52 WAS ADDED TO THE ORIGINAL TEXT

SECTION 3 – THE HISTORICAL APPENDIX

SECTION THREE IS A COMPILATION OF MATERIAL FROM KINGS, CHRONICLES

AND THE TEXT OF JEREMIAH.  IT IS TO SUMMARIZE THE FALL OF JERUSALEM,

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE AND GIVE AN ACCOUNTING OF THE

NUMBER OF JEWS THAT WENT INTO EXILE.


I.
THE FALL OF JERUSALEM (52:1-11)


II.
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE (52:12-24)


III.
AN ACCOUNTING OF JEWS IN EXILE (52:24-34)

CHAPTER 52

52:1-34 – THE FALL OF JERUSALEM

52:1-5 – IS A QUOTE OF 2 KINGS 24:18-25:2

52:12,13 – THE TEMPLE IS DESTROYED AND BURNT.  THIS IS THE REASON FOR THIS CHAPTER, FOR IN THE LAST CHAPTER JEREMIAH RECORDS THAT THE BABYLONIANS WOULD BE JUDGED BECAUSE THEY DESTROYED THE TEMPLE OF JEHOVAH.  THIS CHAPTER GIVES THE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THAT EVENT.

52:17-23 – THESE ARE THE TEMPLE TREASURES REFERRED TO IN DANIEL, CHAPTER 5.  IT IS WHEN BELSHAZZAR USES THESE ARTIFACTS, CAUSING THEM TO BE DEFILED THAT JUDGEMENT IS INFLICTED BY JEHOVAH (CF. DANIEL 5:1-4)

52:27 – KILLING THESE LEADERS LEFT THE NATION LEADERLESS WHILE IN CAPTIVITY.  THIS PUT OFF THE POSSIBILITY OF A REBELLION UNTIL NEW LEADERS COULD EMERGE AND FORM A POWER BASE
Page 2 of 41

