LAMENTATIONS
Notes on the text by James R. Gordon


BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTORY MATERIAL
AUTHORSHIP


UNTIL THE 1700’S THE AUTHORSHIP OF LAMENTATIONS WAS UNIVERSALLY ATTRIBUTED TO JEREMIAH.  PRESENTLY, THE MOST COMMON REASONS FOR DENYING JEREMIAH AS THE AUTHOR INCLUDE:


1.
THE LANGUAGE AND WRITING STYLE DO NOT MATCH THAT OF THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH


2.
THE JEWS DID NOT PLACE IT WITH JEREMIAH (HOWEVER THE JEWS SAID JEREMIAH WROTE IT).  THEY PLACED IT WITH THE “WRITINGS.”


3.
THE BOOK NOWHERE CLAIMS TO BE WRITTEN BY JEREMIAH.


4.
THE BOOK IS NEVER QUOTED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.


WE MUST BE HONEST.  WE DO NOT KNOW THAT JEREMIAH WROTE THIS BOOK.  BUT, SO WHAT IF JEREMIAH DIDN’T WRITE IT!  THAT DOES NOT MAKE IT ANY LESS THE WORD OF GOD.  IT IS THE CRYING OUT IN LAMENT OF SOME PERSON, OR GROUP OF PERSONS, AS THEY WATCH THEIR NATION DISINTEGRATE BEFORE THEIR EYES.  THEY ARE JEHOVAH LOVERS AND HAVE TURNED TO HIM IN THEIR TIMES OF NEED.

TO WHOM WRITTEN


THE LAMENTATIONS ARE ACTUALLY RECORDED PRAYERS, IN ESSENCE.  THE AUTHOR(S) ARE POURING THEIR/HIS HEART(S) OUT TO GOD.

PURPOSE OF BOOK


TO EXPRESS THE DEEP REMORSE OF THE WRITER(S) AT THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE NATION OF JUDAH

DATE OF WRITING

IF THE AUTHOR IS JEREMIAH, THEN THE BOOK DATES FROM 628 B.C. TO ABOUT 580 B.C.  EVEN IF OTHERS WROTE THE BOOK, ITS DATE WOULD NOT BE SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FOR THE WRITER WAS AT JERUSALEM IN 586 B.C. WHEN THE CITY WAS DESTROYED
LITERARY FORM


THE ENTIRE BOOK IS POETRY.  EACH LAMENT CONTAINS 22 VERSES, EXCEPT THE THIRD, WHICH HAS 66 VERSES (3 x 22).  THE FIRST THREE LAMENTS ARE ACROSTICS.  ALSO:


1.
LAMENTS 1 AND 2 – EACH VERSE HAS THREE HEBREW LINES


2.
LAMENT 3 – EACH VERSE HAS 1 HEBREW LINE


3.
LAMENT 4 – EACH VERSE HAS 2 HEBREW LINES


4.
LAMENT 5 – EACH VERSE HAS 1 HEBREW LINE


THESE POEMS ARE WELL-DEVELOPED AND COMPOSED

OUTLINE

I.
JERUSALEM’S DESTRUCTION – CHAPTER 1

II.
JEHOVAH’S ANGER IS AGAINST JUDAH – CHAPTER 2

III.
JUDAH’S COMPLIANT – CHAPTER 3

IV.
THE FALL OF ZION – CHAPTER 4

V.
JUDAH’S PLEA FOR FORGIVENESS – CHAPTER 5

NOTES ON TEXT

CHAPTER 1

1:1 – DURING THE REIGN OF SOLOMON ISRAEL WAS GREAT AMONG THE NATIONS

1:2 – HER ALLIES (PARTICULARLY EGYPT) DID NOT HELP HER DURING THE ATTACK

1:4 – WITHOUT THE TEMPLE, WHICH WAS DESTROYED, THE REQUIRED FEASTS UNDER THE MOSAIC LAW COULD NOT BE KEPT

1:5 – JUDAH’S OWN SINS BROUGHT DESTRUCTION UPON HER

1:7 – AGAIN, THE DAYS OF SPLENDOR OF DAVID AND SOLOMON

1:10 – BY ENTERING INTO THE TEMPLE THE BABYLONIANS DESECRATED IT AND PROFANED IT
1:11 – IN THE END RICHES ARE PUT INTO PERSPECTIVE.  THEY ARE NOT AS IMPORTANT AS LIFE.  THEY ARE TRADED FOR FOOD.  THE VERY THINGS THEY SPENT THEIR LIVES TRYING TO ACCUMULATE, NOW MEAN LITTLE

1:12 – THOSE WHO NEVER SAW THE GLORY OF THE TEMPLE DO NOT REALIZE HOW GREAT THE FALL OF JERUSALEM IS.  HOW STARK THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE GREATNESS AND THE FALL

1:13-15 – GOD BROUGHT THE JUDGEMENT

1:15 – THE WINEPRESS IS AN OLD TESTAMENT SYMBOL FOR JUDGEMENT BY GOD.  IT IS PICKED UP IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION.

1:18-22 – THE CRY OF JERUSALEM (NOT THE WRITER)

1:19 – EVEN TO THE END THE LEADERS ONLY CARED ABOUT THEMSELVES.

1:21 – THE JEWS WERE HATED AMONG THE NATIONS FOR THEIR ARROGANT BELIEF THAT THEY HAD THE ONLY, TRUE GOD.  NOW BABYLON WAS DESTROYING THEM.  TO THE WORLD THAT LOOKED LIKE BEL AND MARDUK WERE MORE POWERFUL THAN JEHOVAH

1:22 – ZION ASKS FOR THE JUDGEMENT OF THE BABYLONIANS THAT GOD PROMISED THROUGH HABAKKUK AND JEREMIAH

CHAPTER 2

2:1-10 – JEHOVAH HAS DESTROYED JERUSALEM

2:1 – HIS FOOTSTOOL IS WHERE HE TOUCHES THE EARTH.  DURING THE OLD TESTAMENT HE TOUCHED THE EARTH THROUGH THE NATION OF ISRAEL.  SO, HE HAS FORGOTTEN ISRAEL.

2:3 – THE RIGHT HAND WAS THE HAND WHICH HAD THE SWORD IN IT.  HENCE, THE HAND OF PROTECTION.

2:9 – GOD HAS CEASED TO SPEAK TO THE PROPHETS.

2:10 – SACKCLOTH AND ASHES ARE SYMBOLS OF MOURNING AND GRIEF.

2:11-22 – THE PROPHETS LAMENT OVER WHAT HAS HAPPENED

2:11b-12 – MOTHERS ARE WATCHING THEIR CHILDREN DIE IN THEIR ARMS.

2:14 – THE FALSE PROPHETS TOLD JERUSALEM EVERYTHING WAS ALRIGHT.  HAD THEY TOLD THE TRUTH DESTRUCTION MAY HAVE BEEN AVERTED.

2:17 – GOD STATED IN DEUTERONOMY, THROUGH MOSES, THAT CAPTIVITY WOULD OCCUR IF THE NATION FELL INTO SIN (DEUT 28:36)

2:18,19 – A CALL FOR REALIZATION AND REPENTANCE

2:20 – THE MOTHERS TURNED TO CANNIBALISM TO FEED THEMSELVES

2:21 – THE SERVANTS OF GOD WERE MURDERED FOR SPEAKING THE TRUTH

2:22 – SOME OF THE POET’S OWN FAMILY HAD DIED

CHAPTER 3

3:1-18 – JUDAH’S REMORSE
3:8 – ONCE DESTRUCTION WAS SET, GOD STOPPED LISTENING TO JUDAH.  GOD’S JUSTICE DEMANDED THAT JUDGEMENT BE EXACTED.
3:27 – BEAR THE YOKE – TO LEARN RESTRAINT.

3:32 – LOVINGKINDNESS – CHESED – COVENANT LOVE

3:38 – GOD DOES NOT GIVE EVIL.  THEREFORE, THE CAPTIVITY MUST BE A “GOOD” GIFT.  IF FACT, IT TAUGHT THE JEWS NOT TO COMMIT IDOLATRY AGAIN

3:40-43 – A CALL FOR NATIONAL REPENTANCE

3:55-66 – THE NATION ASKS FOR VENGEANCE ON THE ENEMIES OF JUDAH
CHAPTER 4

4:1-10 – A SECOND DESCRIPTION OF THE SIEGE

4:3 – EVEN JACKALS, WHO ARE SCAVENGERS, CARE FOR THEIR YOUNG ONES.  BUT THOSE IN JERUSALEM ARE ACTING LIKE OSTRICHES.  THEY LEAVE THEIR YOUNG WHEN THEY HATCH

4:4,5 – STARVATION IS RAMPANT

4:6 – THE SIEGE OF JERUSALEM TOOK 18 MONTHS, NOT JUST A LITTLE WHILE.

4:7,8 – EVEN THE RICH ARE STARVING TO DEATH

4:10 – ANY MEAT IS DESIROUS, SO CANNIBALISM BECAME COMMON PRACTICE

4:11-16 – JEHOVAH HAS BROUGHT THIS DESTRUCTION, BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS

4:17 – THOSE IN JERUSALEM KEPT HOPING EGYPT WOULD COME TO THEIR AID

4:20 – ZEDEKIAH WAS CAPTURED TRING TO ESCAPE

4:21 – BE HAPPY NOW EDOM, FOR YOUR DAY IS COMING

4:22 – JUDGEMENT ON JERUSALEM IS FINISHED.  IT IS EDOM’S TURN NOW

CHAPTER 5

5:1-22 – JUDAH’S PLEA FOR FORGIVENESS

5:2 – OUR INHERITANCE = THE PROMISED LAND

5:6 – A CONFESSION THAT THEY TRUSTED IN EGYPT AND ASSYRIA INSTEAD OF JEHOVAH

5:10 – THE CAPTIVES WERE WALKED TO BABYLON WITH LITTLE OR NO CLOTHING ON.  SO THEIR BACKS WERE EXPOSED TO THE SUN THE WHOLE TIME.  THEY BECAME VERY TANNED.

5:11 – THE BABYLONIANS RAPED THE JEWISH WOMEN

5:13 – THE CHILDREN WERE MADE SLAVES IN BABYLON

5:16 – JUDAH ACKNOWLEDGES ITS SIN.  THEY FINALLY REPENT

5:19,20 – THIS LAST POEM (CHAPTER 5) WAS APPARENTLY WRITTEN AFTER THEY HAD BEEN CAPTIVES FOR SOME APPRECIABLE LENGTH OF TIME.  HERE THEY ARE ASKING GOD “HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN US FOREVER…SO LONG TIME”

5:22 – IT IS INTERESTING THAT THE BOOK ENDS ON A VERY NEGATIVE NOTE.  THE WRITER OF THIS LAST POEM SEES NOTHING TO BE HAPPY ABOUT.  THERE IS NO REASON, IN HIS MIND, TO THINK THAT THEY ARE GOING TO GET OUT OF CAPTIVITY.
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