The Law prophesied until John the Baptizer





(Mat 11:13 NASB)  "For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John.





According to Jesus the Law includes Leviticus 16:32,33





(Mat 12:5 NASB)  "Or have you not read in the Law, that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath, and are innocent?





According to Jesus the Law includes Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18





(Mat 22:36-39 NASB)  "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" {37} And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' {38} "This is the great and foremost commandment. {39} "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.'





According to Luke the Law includes Exodus 13:2 and Lev 12:2,6-8





(Luke 2:21-27 NASB)  And when eight days were completed before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. {22} And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord {23} (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY first-born MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD"), {24} and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES, OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS." {25} And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon him. {26} And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. {27} And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law,





�
According to Jesus the Law Contains the Circumcision and Sabbath Requirements in Lev 12:3





(John 7:23 NASB)  "If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath that the Law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with Me because I made an entire man well on the Sabbath?





According to Jewish Tradition the Law Included the Injunctions on Stoning for Adultery in Lev 20:10 and Deut 22:21-24





(John 8:5 NASB)  "Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women; what then do You say?"





The Pharisees Understood that the Law included the Injunctions on Circumcision





(Acts 15:5 NASB)  But certain ones of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed, stood up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and to direct them to observe the Law of Moses."





The Early Christians Understood the Law included the Injuctions on Circumcision and “the Customs”





(Acts 21:20-21 NASB)  And when they heard it they began glorifying God; and they said to him, "You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed, and they are all zealous for the Law; {21} and they have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs.





According to Paul the Law includes Isaiah 52:5, Ezekiel 36:20-22 and the Laws Regarding Cicumcision





(Rom 2:23-25 NASB)  You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? {24} For "THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU," just as it is written. {25} For indeed circumcision is of value, if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision.





According to Paul the Law Contains the Following Old Testament Scriptures





(Rom 3:9-19 NASB)  What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; {10} as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; (Psalm 14:1-3; Psalm 53:1-3) {11} THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; (Isa 9:13; Hos 7:10) {12} ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE. (Psalm 14:1-3; Psalm 53:1-3) " {13} "THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE,(Psalm 5:9) WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP DECEIVING, (Psalm 12:2) " "THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS"; (Psalm 140:3)  {14} "WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS" (Psalm 10:7) ; {15} "THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, (Isa 59:7,8) {16} DESTRUCTION AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, {17} AND THE PATH OF PEACE HAVE THEY NOT KNOWN." (Isaiah 59:8)  {18} "THERE IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES." (Psalm 36:1)  {19} Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may become accountable to God;








The Law Contains the Decalogue - (i.e. - 10 Commandments)





(Rom 7:7-8 NASB)  What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "YOU SHALL NOT COVET." {8} But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.





�
Like Jesus, Paul Teaches that the Law includes Leviticus 19:18





(Rom 13:8-9 NASB)  Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law. {9} For this, "YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY, YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT COVET," and if there is any other commandment, it is summed up in this saying, "YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."





The Law Contains Deuteronomy 25:4





(1 Cor 9:8-9 NASB)  I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? {9} For it is written in the Law of Moses, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING." God is not concerned about oxen, is He?





The Law Contains Isaiah 28:11,12





(1 Cor 14:21 NASB)  In the Law it is written, "BY MEN OF STRANGE TONGUES AND BY THE LIPS OF STRANGERS I WILL SPEAK TO THIS PEOPLE, AND EVEN SO THEY WILL NOT LISTEN TO ME," says the Lord.





The Law Contains Exodus 34:33,34





(2 Cor 3:6-7 NASB)  who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. {7} But if the ministry of death, in letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was,





(2 Cor 3:13 NASB)  and are not as Moses, who used to put a veil over his face that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of what was fading away.


�
The Law Contains Deuteronomy 27:26





(Gal 3:10-12 NASB)  For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM." {11} Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." {12} However, the Law is not of faith; on the contrary, "HE WHO PRACTICES THEM SHALL LIVE BY THEM."





The Law contains the story of Hagar, Sarah, Ismael and Abraham





(Gal 4:21-22 NASB)  Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? {22} For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman.





The Law included the Levitical Priesthood





(Heb 7:5 NASB)  And those indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have commandment in the Law to collect a tenth from the people, that is, from their brethren, although these are descended from Abraham.





(Heb 7:11 NASB)  Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated according to the order of Aaron?





(Heb 7:28 NASB)  For the Law appoints men as high priests who are weak, but the word of the oath, which came after the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.





(Heb 8:4 NASB)  Now if He were on earth, He would not be a priest at all, since there are those who offer the gifts according to the Law;





 The Law Included the Sacrificial System





(Heb 9:19-22 NASB)  For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, {20} saying, "THIS IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU." {21} And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. {22} And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.





(Heb 10:1 NASB)  For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never by the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near.





(Heb 10:8 NASB)  After saying above, "SACRIFICES AND OFFERINGS AND WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN THOU HAST NOT DESIRED, NOR HAST THOU TAKEN PLEASURE in them" (which are offered according to the Law),





The Law Included the Decalogue





(James 2:9-11 NASB)  But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. {10} For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. {11} For He who said, "DO NOT COMMIT ADULTERY," also said, "DO NOT COMMIT MURDER." Now if you do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.








What is “the Law?” in the New Testament ?


Many Christians, in an good-hearted effort to justify the doctrines, teachings and beliefs of their various fellowships, appeal to the Old Testament scriptures and the various practices of the Jewish nation under the Old Covenant (Mosaic Covenant).  Paul, in 2 Timothy 2:15 Paul tells Timothy:  Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.


It should be our desire also to be “approved” by God -- Therefore, “handling aright” (Greek -- “Steer a straight line through”) God’s word should be VERY important to us.  As part of this proper exegesis of the scriptures we MUST determine what the New Testament writers considered “the Law.”  This is important because Paul says that an attempt to bind ANY part of the Law upon Christians causes one to be “severed from Christ” and “fallen from grace (Galatians 5:10).  Therefore, the purpose of this study is to show what the New Covenant writers considered “the Law.”  For Christ is the end of the law unto righteousness to every one that believeth.” (Romans 15:4)
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