Spiritual Gifts


I. New Testament Usage of the Word “Charisma” 

There are only 21 times that the word “charisma” (a Greek word translated “gift”) is used in Scripture.

The first group that is below in Red is a group which obviously, due to their contextual usage can not be understood to be referring to Spiritual Gifts in the sense of the “Charasmatic” gifts:

Romans 5:15 -  But not as the trespass, so also is the free gift. For if by the trespass of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God, and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound unto the many.

Romans 5:16 -  And not as through one that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment came of one unto condemnation, but the free gift came of many trespasses unto justification.

Romans 6:23 -  For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 7:7 -  Yet I would that all men were even as I myself. Howbeit each man hath his own gift from God, one after this manner, and another after that.

2 Corinthians 1:11 -  ye also helping together on our behalf by your supplication; that, for the gift bestowed upon us by means of many, thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf.
Now then, Romans 5:15, 16 & 6:27 are obviously referring to the “gift” of Salvation itself in Jesus Christ.  This is not a gift from the Holy Spirit because a person is saved and then receives the Holy Spirit.  How do I know this?  Because in the book of Galatians it says:

Galatians 4:6 -  And because ye are sons, God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

So, what comes first is salvation (adoption as sons of God) and then the giving of the Holy Spirit.  This is consistent with Peter’s message on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:

Acts 2:37-38 -  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do? 38 - And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Here, when they asked Peter what they had to do because they had committed sin in crucifying God’s Messiah, Jesus – Peter tells them they must repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of their sins (i.e. salvation) and then they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This word “gift” here is not the same word in Greek (not “Charisma”) but is another Greek word for gift “dorea” The “gift of the Holy Spirit” being spoken of by Peter is not a gift from the Spirit (those are charisma), but the Holy Spirit itself as Joel had prophesied and Peter had quoted in Acts 2:17.

An additional verse which is important to remember and will come up again later in our study is:

Acts 5:32 -  And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him.

So, who receives the Spirit of God??  Those that obey Him.  Notice, it doesn’t say “Most of those that obey him” or “some of those that obey him.”  Those that obey God are given His Spirit.  So, again, the Spirit isn’t given to make one a son of God.  The Spirit isn’t given to forgive your sin.  The Spirit isn’t given to save you.  The Spirit isn’t given to “compel” or “make” you obey.  The Holy Spirit is given to those that are obedient to God to show that they are His sons (and daughters).

Next, in 1 Corinthians 7:7 the “gift” (Charisma) of which Paul is speaking is the ability to live without sexual lust and therefore not needing a wife.  Obviously this is not a “Gift of the Spirit” because the “gifts of the Spirit” are listed in 1 Cor 12:7-11 and celibacy is not one of them.

In the passage in 2 Corinthians 1:11 the “gift” to which Paul refers is God saving him from a situation in which it looked like he was going to die (2 Cor 1:9) and even despaired of life (2 Cor 1:8).  The Corinthians had been praying for Paul to be delivered from it and he was (2 Cor 1:11) because of all the prayers that had been offered to God on Paul’s behalf.

Two passages present a mix of “gifts of the Spirit” and other gifts given by God and refer to them all with the word “Charisma.”  Those verses are in purple below:

Romans 12:6-8 -  And having gifts differing according to the grace that was given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; 7 - or ministry, let us give ourselves to our ministry; or he that teacheth, to his teaching; 8 - or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he that giveth, let him do it with liberality; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.

1 Corinthians 12:28-31 -  And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, divers kinds of tongues. 29 - Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? 30 - have all gifts of healings? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? 31 - But desire earnestly the greater gifts. And moreover a most excellent way show I unto you.

The bolded, italicized and underlined above the ones that are “gifts of the Spirit” according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.   The position of apostle, prophets and teachers are all gifts from JESUS, not the Holy Spirit according to Ephesians 4.  There it says:

Ephesians 4:7-11 -  But unto each one of us was the grace given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 8 - Wherefore he saith, When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, And gave gifts unto men. 9 - (Now this, He ascended, what is it but that he also descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 - He that descended is the same also that ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 - And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

Notice that first of all what is being spoken of are all a “gift of Christ.”  Also, notice that, like in Acts 2:38 (i.e. – “gift of the Holy Spirit”) that here the word for “gift” is also “dorea”, not “charisma.”  Note next that when Jesus “ascended on high” he gave these “dorea” to men.  Finally, notice what those “dorea” gifts are – Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists and Pastors that teach (i.e. – teachers).  So, some of the gifts to which Paul refers in 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 are gifts given by Jesus, not the Spirit at all.  The same can be said of the passage in Romans – giving, ruling, teaching, exhorting, being merciful are all viewed as gifts from God, yet they too are not what Paul puts on his list in 1 Cor 12:7-11 and says are the “gifts of the Spirit.”

First Peter 4:10,11 is a passage which uses the word “charisma” in reference to gifts which are not “gifts of the Spirit.”

1 Peter 4:10-11 -  according as each hath received a gift, ministering it among yourselves, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God; 11 - if any man speaketh, speaking as it were oracles of God; is any man ministereth, ministering as of the strength which God supplieth: that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, whose is the glory and the dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Here Peter says that whatever gift “charisma” we have been given we are supposed to use it to the benefit of the body of Christ – “ministering it among yourselves.“  Then, the only example he gives is the ministry of “speaking,” which could be a reference to preaching and teaching or COULD be a way of saying whatever you say speak like it is God.  If that is the case then is has in mind much the same idea that Paul states in Ephesians 4:29 -  “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such as is good for edification according to the need, that it may give grace to those who hear.”

There are 5 verses where there is enough evidence in the statement to conclude whether or not Paul is speaking of  a “charisma” of the Spirit or one that has some other origin.  These are in kind of an orangey-brown below.

Romans 1:11 -  For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;

1 Corinthians 1:7 -  so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Romans 11:29 -  For the gifts and the calling of God are not repented of.

1 Timothy 4:14 -  Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.

2 Timothy 1:6 -  For which cause I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee through the laying on of my hands.

If pressed I would say that Romans 1:11 is NOT a charisma of the Spirit because Paul seems to identify what he means in the next verse.  He says there:

Romans 1:12 -  that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.

So, Paul seems to have in mind the mutual encouragement of sharing a common faith.

I would also think that 1 Corinthians 1:7 is NOT limited to (but probably includes) a charisma of the Holy Spirit.  I say this because Paul says they are not behind in “no charisma.”  Well, we’ve already shown that the word is used to refer to many things other than the charisma of the Holy Spirit.  It refers to salvation and exhorting and speaking and the ability to remain celibate and …. and… and it refers to charismas given by the Holy Spirit.

I would have to think that the “gift” which Timothy received (1 Tim 4:4 and 2 Tim 1:6) is a charisma of the Spirit because it was received “through” the laying on of Paul’s hands (an apostle).  We are going to get into this later on in this study. 

OK, now finally the ONE place that absolutely and most assuredly refers to the charisma of the Holy Spirit:

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 -  Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 2 - Ye know that when ye were Gentiles ye were led away unto those dumb idols, howsoever ye might led. 3 - Wherefore I make known unto you, that no man speaking in the Spirit of God saith, Jesus is anathema; and no man can say, Jesus is Lord, but in the Holy Spirit. 4 - Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 - And there are diversities of ministrations, and the same Lord. 6 - And there are diversities of workings, but the same God, who worketh all things in all. 7 - But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal. 8 - For to one is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom; and to another the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: 9 - to another faith, in the same Spirit; and to another gifts of healings, in the one Spirit; 10 - and to another workings of miracles; and to another prophecy; and to another discernings of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; and to another the interpretation of tongues: 11 - but all these worketh the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each one severally even as he will.

Here Paul is discussing the charismas given by the Spirit of God.  We already have seen who it is that has the Spirit of God – those that obey God.  We have already seen that the Holy Spirit is given to those that are Sons of God, not to make a person a son of God.  In this passage we see that the Holy Spirit himself gives different kinds of gifts to people.  Let’s first of all note verse 4.

1Cor 12:4 - Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
So, who gives the different (diverse) gifts of which Paul is going to speak in this section of Scripture?? That’s right – “the Spirit.”  Now, let us notice what verse 7 says:

1Cor 12:7 - But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit to profit withal.
What is it that Paul calls the charismas of the Spirit??  Look closely at the underlined word.  That’s right he calls them “manifestations” of the Spirit.  What does it mean to make something “manifest?”  Well, according to Webster’s online dictionary it means:

As a verb it means:

1. To show or demonstrate plainly; reveal: 

2. To be evidence of; prove. 

3. To record in a ship's manifest;  To display or present a manifest of (cargo)

As a noun it means: 

1. A list of cargo or passengers carried on a ship or plane. 

2. An invoice of goods carried on a truck or train. 

3. A list of railroad cars according to owner and location. 

Therefore, a “manifestation” is something that is made obvious or is revealed.  The Greek word translated “manifestation” is a form of the word phanerow,  it means “to make visible, make clear.”  What Paul is saying then is that the “charismas” of the Holy Spirit are ways in which it is “made visible” or “made clear” that a person has the Holy Spirit.  There are 9 of these “manifestations” of the Spirit.

1. the word of wisdom

2. the word of knowledge

3. faith

4. gifts of healings

5. workings of miracles

6. prophecy

7. discernings of spirits

8. kinds of tongues

9. the interpretation of tongues

Upon first appearance the first 3 may not seem to be “miraculous” manifestations of the Spirit, however I think that what Paul is speaking of here is a piece of wisdom that is given to a single person.  Notice it says “to ONE is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom”  So, this is not the kind of wisdom spoken about in James where it says “If ANY man lacks wisdom let him ask of God.”  This is an exclusive giving of wisdom by the Spirit of God which makes it “clear” or “visible” that the person speaking has the Spirit of God.  I think a good example of this is Paul telling the sailors in Acts 27:10-31 (especially verse 31).  I think it important to note how often Paul in this section emphasizes the following:

1. It is the Spirit that gives the gifts

2. He gives them to individuals, not all Christians

I’m going to superscript the numbers 1 and 2 through the text to drive home this point.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 -  But to each one2 is given the manifestation of the Spirit1 to profit withal. 8 - For to one2 is given through the Spirit1 the word of wisdom; and to another2 the word of knowledge, according to the same Spirit:1  9 - to another2 faith, in the same Spirit1; and to another2 gifts of healings, in the one Spirit;1 10 - and to another2 workings of miracles; and to another2 prophecy; and to another2 discernings of spirits; to another2 divers kinds of tongues; and to another2 the interpretation of tongues: 11 - but all these worketh the one and the same Spirit1, dividing to each one severally2 even as he will1.

OK, so hopefully I’ve shown that it is the Holy Spirit himself who would determine if he would manifest himself in the life of a believer and it is the Holy Spirit alone that determined what charisma (if any) an individual would receive.

I know that this is an in-depth and intricate study.  Sometimes a subject requires a lot of ground work be laid to understand the answer.  

II. The Purpose of the Charismas of the Spirit

So, what does the bible teach (if anything) was the purpose for the Charisma of the Holy Spirit.  For this we need to look at one of the verses you referred to Mark 16:17-20 and another verse 

Hebrews 2:1-4:

Mark 16:17-20 -  And these signs shall accompany them that believe: in my name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 - they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 - So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken unto them, was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 20 - And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen.

Hebrews 2:1-4 -  Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things that were heard, lest haply we drift away from them. 2 - For if the word spoken through angels proved stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; 3 - how shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? which having at the first been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; 4 - God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will.

First of all, notice that Mark 16:17-19 refers to numerous of the charismas of the Holy Spirit: Casting out demons, picking up snakes, drinking poison – these are all “miracles” which Paul says is one of the charismas of the Spirit; Speaking in tongues and Healing the Sick.  Hopefully we agree that these are indeed “gifts of the Spirit.  Now, look at verse 20 in Mark 16 to see what PURPOSE these signs served according to Mark – 

Mark 16:20 - And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen.

So, Mark says that the purpose the signs served was to confirm the word.  What word?  Well, in Mark 16:15 – “Go into all the world and preach the GOSPEL to every creature.”  So, when they preached the miracles confirmed that the word they spoke was from God.

Let’s look at Hebrews 2:1-4 now.  Here it says much the same thing.  In verse 3 it says that the word which Jesus spoke was “confirmed unto us by them that heard.”  This would be the apostles.  Most Christians didn’t actually hear Jesus speak, but the apostles told them what they had heard.  Verse 4 says that God was “bearing witness” (or testifying) with the apostles.  How?  Well, the verse goes on to say he testified that what they were saying was correct by performing signs, wonders, powers, and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  So again the miraculous was to confirm that the word they spoke was from God.  This is indeed the exact same thing that the scriptures teach about Jesus and his ministry.  Consider the following 3 verses:

John 3:1-2 -  Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 - the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him.

Matthew 12:28 -  But if I by the Spirit of God cast out demons, then is the kingdom of God come upon you.

Acts 2:22 -  Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by mighty works and wonders and signs which God did by him in the midst of you, even as ye yourselves know;

Notice please that each of these verses say that the miraculous signs which Jesus did proved that GOD was with him.  The signs were God showing that what Jesus did and said had God’s “stamp of approval.”  One can also see that Jesus himself says that it was the Spirit of God (which he received when he was baptized by John – Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; John 1:32) that enabled him to cast out demons.  Acts 2:22 says that God did these signs through Jesus.  John concludes chapter 20 of his book by saying:

John 20:30-31 -  Many other signs therefore did Jesus in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book: 31 - but these are written, that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye may have life in his name.

So, again the miraculous signs in the ministry of Jesus served the purpose of showing that Jesus was approved by God and, therefore, that his claims to being son of God were valid.

III. Charismas of the Spirit in the Book of Acts

One more important consideration is the history of the charismas of the Holy Spirit as presented in the book of Acts.

Acts 1:26 – 2:4 -  And they gave lots for them; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.  2:1 -  And when the day of Pentecost was now come, they were all together in one place. 2 - And suddenly there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 3 - And there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of them. 4 - And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

Here, in Acts, chapter 2, the spirit came upon the Apostles “as a mighty rushing wind. (vs 2)”  It “sat upon each one of them (vs 3).”  They were “ALL (the apostles-JRG) filled with the Holy Spirit” and “began to speak with other tongues (one of the charismas of the Holy Ghost – 1 Cor 12:10).”  So, at the end of chapter 2, no one other than the apostles has the manifestation of the Spirit.  Every believer that repented and was immersed received the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38) because they had obeyed God (Acts 5:32), however, only the Apostles had performed a miraculous sign (speaking in tongues).

Then,  in Acts 3 we have the healing of the lame man, another miraculous sign.  Who healed the man?  Peter and John did (Peter specifically).  What is Peter?  He is one of the apostles of Jesus.  Yes, and they had the ability to perform the miraculous as shown in 2:1-4.  Notice what the reaction to the miraculous healing was:

Acts 3:10-11 -  and they took knowledge of him, that it was he that sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. 11 - And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's, greatly wondering.

So the miracle testified that God was with the apostles.  Now look what Peter does in the next couple verses.  He immediately begins to preach the word, the gospel:

Acts 3:12-13 -  And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this man? or why fasten ye your eyes on us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made him to walk? 13 - The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Servant Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied before the face of Pilate, when he had determined to release him.

In Chapter 4 we have Peter and John being arrested and taken before the Sanhedrin for preaching Jesus has been resurrected from the dead (4:1-3).  Here is what Peter says about the miraculous act and its significance:

Acts 4:8-10 -  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders, 9 - if we this day are examined concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, by what means this man is made whole; 10 - be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even in him doth this man stand here before you whole.

In Chapter 5 of the book of Acts we have the death of Ananias and Sapphira for lying to Peter (and therefore to God) about the contribution of the money for the house they sold.  Here the miracle is that at Peter’s word these 2 people died.  The next thing the text says in Acts 5:12:

Acts 5:12 -  And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.)

 So, even now the text says that only the apostles were doing signs and wonders.  Indeed it says that:

Acts 5:13 -  And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.

So the apostles were in a class by themselves.  They could do the miraculous.  Heal people; kill people; speak in tongues.  The church was in awe of them!  Do you agree with this picture that I’ve “painted.”  Do you see any verse to this point in the book of Acts where anyone, other than an apostle, has worked any sign or shown they have ANY charismas of the Holy Spirit.  Why would this be the case?  Because the Holy Spirit had decided that to this point he would “manifest” himself through the Apostles and them alone.  (My understanding of this would be that the Spirit is establishing the unique nature and position of the apostolic office.  If every one was throwing miracles around left and right it wouldn’t appear that the apostles were different than anyone else that was a Christian.)

IV. The Laying On of the Apostle’s Hands

The next important event is in Acts 6.  Here there is a problem in the church getting the Greek-speaking widows fed (6:1).  The apostles determine that other men should take care of this because they have been commissioned to preach the word (6:2-4).  To ordain them to this work the apostles “lay their hands” on them.

Acts 6:5-6 -  And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus a proselyte of Antioch; 6 - whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands upon them.

Now, notice that these men were already “full of faith and the Holy Spirit.”  So, even though they had the Spirit (because they had obeyed God through believing the gospel, repenting and being immersed) they had not yet performed any miracles.

Almost immediately in Acts 6:8 we have someone other than an apostle performing a miracle.

Acts 6:8 -  And Stephen, full of grace and power, wrought great wonders and signs among the people.

Who is Stephen – one of the seven upon whom the apostles had just laid there hands.

Then, in Chapter 8 you have another man performing signs and miracles:

Acts 8:5-7 -  And Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and proclaimed unto them the Christ. 6 - And the multitudes gave heed with one accord unto the things that were spoken by Philip, when they heard, and saw the signs which he did. 7 - For from many of those that had unclean spirits, they came out, crying with a loud voice: and many that were palsied, and that were lame, were healed.

So, those upon whom the apostles had laid their hands were able to perform miracles.  Now the next thing that happens is that Peter and John go to Samaria.  This is where Phillip had gone and many that heard him and saw what he did became Christians.  What does the text say happened next:

Acts 8:14-17 -  Now when the apostles that were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 15 - who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit: 16 - for as yet it was fallen upon none of them: only they had been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 - Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Now, let’s go through what we DO know already.

1. You receive the Holy Spirit when you obey God – Acts 5:32

2. You receive the Holy Spirit when you repent and are immersed – Acts 2:38

3. Because you are a son, God gives you the Holy Spirit – Galatians 4:6

We know those things are true, so whatever we understand the statement in 8:15 “when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit” we CAN NOT understand it to contradict what we know plain passages to teach.  Interpreting one passage to contradict another passage is really not a good idea because “God is not a God of confusion, but of peace (1 Cor 14:33).”  So, let’s see if the rest of the text doesn’t help us understand what is meant by this statement.

First a couple of questions must be raised – important questions to the understanding of what is going on here:

 Why did the apostles have to come all the way down from Jerusalem to lay their hands on these people??  

 Why didn’t Phillip just lay his hands on them so they could “receive the Holy Spirit?”  

The next couple verses answer those questions:

Acts 8:17-21 -  Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 18 - Now when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 - saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay my hands, he may receive the Holy Spirit. 20 - But Peter said unto him, Thy silver perish with thee, because thou hast thought to obtain the gift of God with money. 21 - Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right before God.

Ding! Ding! Ding!  Here is the answer.  First of all Simon SAW that through the laying on of the apostles’ hands.  SO, this was something visible, right?  And what have we seen that has to do with the “Holy Spirit” and being “made visible” or “made clear?”  That’s right!  The “Manifestation” of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.  You can SEE the “gifts of the spirit” – speaking in tongues; prophesying; etc.  That is why they are called the “manifestation of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:7).  And how does Luke (the writer of Acts) say that the manifestation of the Spirit occurs?  “Through the laying on of the apostles’ hands!”  That is why it was the apostles that had to come down from Jerusalem.  That is why Phillip couldn’t pass the charismas of the Holy Spirit on himself – he was not an apostle.  So, in verse 21 Peter tells Simon that he is “neither part nor lot in this matter.”  What matter? The apostolic ministry.  Now recall a verse we referred to earlier.  It’s something that Paul said to Timothy:

2 Timothy 1:6 -  For which cause I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee through the laying on of my hands.

This is what Paul argues with the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 9:2 -  If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.

2 Corinthians 12:12 -  Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, by signs and wonders and mighty works.

Why would the Corinthians have to admit that Paul was an apostle?  Because when he laid his hands upon them, they received the “charismas of the Holy Spirit” – the miraculous manifestation of Him in their own lives.  What is the “sign of an apostle?”  Many did signs and wonders and miracles and spoke in tongues and prophesied.  The “sign” of an apostle was that he could lay his hands upon you and you might receive the manifestation of the Holy Spirit – one, or more, of the charismas of the Holy Spirit.

V. Conclusions

Ok, let’s take all this and put it in that neat little package to draw our conclusions:

The charismas of the Holy Spirit were passed on when an apostle laid his hands upon you  (Acts 8:17).  IF (that’s real important) the Holy Spirit willed to (1 Cor 12:11) he could manifest himself in your life through one of the “gifts of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:7).”  There is NO biblical support for the Manifestation of the Holy Spirit to occur ANY way other than to have an apostle lay his hands on you.  Read that again really slowly and think about the ramifications of that.  The fact that Phillip could not pass on the manifestation of the Holy Spirit is important.

Now then, if the manifestation of the Holy Spirit could only occur if an APOSTLE laid his hands upon you and all of the apostles have been dead for at least 1900 years – what does that indicate about the modern day “charismatic movement.”

Speaking in tongues is a charisma of the Holy Spirit.  In order to have the Holy Spirit manifest himself in an individual’s life in that way, an apostle would have to lay his hands upon me.  Since they are all dead, that is NOT going to happen.  Therefore, one is not going to speak in “other” or“new” tongues” today because the Holy Spirit no longer manifests himself in those ways since there aren’t any apostles to lay there hands upon people today.

Now then, a couple more things – WHY?  Why the gifts at all then?  Because, as we saw, the purpose of the signs was for God to confirm that the apostolic teaching was from Him.  Both Mark and Hebrews make that statement and we saw that this was also the case even in Jesus’ ministry.  Once the word was confirmed, it didn’t need it again and again and again and again and….. 

Secondly, the apostles were eyewitnesses of Jesus.  That was their purpose – Acts 1:8,22; 2:32; 3:15; 4:33; 5:32; 10:39 and especially 10:41; Acts 13:30,31 et. al..  Since no man today can be an eyewitness of Jesus (1 Cor 15:8 – says he appeared “last of all” to Paul), no man today can be an apostle.  Since no man today can be an apostle, no one today can “lay hands on” people so they can receive the “manifestation of the Spirit.”

I hope the reader notices one thing about this studies – LOTS of scripture, very little opinion.  Arguments are made from what the scriptures reveal, not from what they don’t say.  If we start making “Yea, but the bible DOESN’T say” arguments than we deny the word of God because he says:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 -  Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. 17 - That the man of God may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work.

It only matters that we live according to the revealed will of the Lord.  If I disagree with the word of God then I know who is right.  As Paul says in Romans: let God be found true, but every man a liar; (Romans 3:4)
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